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ALL SOULS 
A Unitarian Universalist Congregation

March 3                        Youth Sunday
    with Tracy Sprowls

March 10                      Galen Guengerich 

March 17                       Audette Fulbright

March 24             Galen Guengerich

March 31   Audette Fulbright
    

Sunday Services 
at 10:00 & 11:15 a.m. 

Here are ways that you can send us your comments, 
concerns, questions (and praise!) about All Souls:

Email the entire Board at Board@AllSoulsNYC.org
Send suggestions to management at Info@AllSoulsNYC.org

The lines are always open.  We want to hear from you!

http://www.facebook.com/AllSoulsNYC
http://www.allsoulsnyc.org
http://feeds.feedburner.com/SermonsfromAllSouls
http://www.twitter.com/RevGalen
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"It is not our differences that divide us. It is our inability to 
recognize, accept, and celebrate those differences."  
~ Audre Lorde

Our second Unitarian Universalist source reads: "Words and deeds of 
prophetic women and men [people!] which challenge us to confront 
powers and structures of evil with justice, compassion, and the 

transforming power of love."  

My understanding of God touches on vastness; it incorporates what is unknowable, 
and transcends the boundaries of what I experience. Both my mind and my heart 
demand this largeness of understanding, and from time to time, its very spaciousness is 
comforting to me, or awe-inspiring. In those moments, I feel blessed.

But much more immediately sustaining and 
transforming to me is this second (of our six) 
Source: the words and deeds of prophetic people. 
When I read the words of wisdom left by a 
forebearer, witness the kindness of a stranger, 
or gain insight and encouragement from people 
right here at All Souls -- that is where I most 
experience grace. That is how my spiritual 
experience is most often fed.

What feeds your soul? Which well of our sources 
do you most often drink from? (Not familiar with 
our UU Sources? See: https://www.uua.org/beliefs/what-we-believe/sources) 

The words and deeds of prophetic people -- what a gift, what grace to encounter. As I 
began with the words of the incomparable Audre Lorde, let me conclude with these: 
"When we speak we are afraid our words will not be heard or welcomed. But when we 
are silent, we are still afraid. So it is better to speak." 

May your prophetic words be heard in these challenging days. 

See you in church.

With love,

Reverence Road

https://www.uua.org/beliefs/what-we-believe/sources


The 200th Meeting of 
All Souls on February 
3 was a tremendous 
success. There was a 
substantial turnout, 
and the 90 minute 
meeting provided 
entertainment as 
well as updates. The 
historic Channing 
lectern (a generous gift 
to All Souls from the 

Historical Society) was unveiled, and Marilynn Scott Murphy and Miles 
Chapin delivered a spirited (and gender-inclusive) dramatic reading 
of the dialogue between William Ellery Channing and his sister Lucy 
Channing Russel that led to the founding of All Souls in 1819. The 
Deacons’ Award was given to Mary Ellen Fahs, and the Past Presidents’ 
Award was given to the Rev. David Robb, leading to two standing 
ovations for David.

As a result of your voting, I was re-elected to serve on the Board for an 
additional three years, along with new Trustees Elizabeth McCollum 
and David Rockefeller, Jr. We said farewell to Robin Bossert after 
three years of service on the Board and to Li Yu after six (including 
one year as President). We cannot forget to thank Sally Marshall and 
Chelsea Silvernell, who were willing to devote the amount of time it 
takes to be a Trustee if elected, as well as to put themselves before 
the congregation for the election. It takes courage! Our congregation 
is so full of talent that any one of the five nominees would have been 
outstanding members of the Board, and we know that Sally and 
Chelsea will continue to grow in leadership roles within the church.

A major emphasis of the Annual Meeting was an update from the 
Board on the Sanctuary construction scope and schedule, as well as an 
announcement that we will be continuing the Capital Campaign with 
the goal of reaching $15 million. We have already had extraordinary 
success, with approximately $11.28 million raised and a new $500,000 
matching grant in place to help propel this last stage in our campaign. 
Even with the additional money we hope to raise, not everything we 
had hoped to accomplish with this project will be possible. The scope 
of the need to secure the soundness of the building has turned out 
to be much greater than we had anticipated when first launching the 
Capital Campaign. The Board has prioritized the structural integrity 
of the Sanctuary building, as well as bundling projects that require the 
extensive (and expensive) scaffolding that we will need to erect inside 
as well as outside the building.

We plan to close the Sanctuary the day after Easter (Monday, April 22), 
and hope to have it restored and ready for services again by Christmas 
Eve, provided construction proceeds as scheduled. We are still working 
out the location of worship services during this time, as well as how 
construction will affect different aspects of church life. As has been said 
before, this year promises to be one of great opportunity but potentially 
one of frustration as well, as we continue to ask for your patience.

As we know more, we will continue to update you. Your Trustees 
will be holding an information session and discussion about 
the construction project on March 31 during the 10:00 a.m. 
Coffee Hour in Reidy Friendship Hall, and hope to see many 
of you there. As always, reach out to us in person, via Board@
allsoulsnyc.org, or to our Board Twitter account (@allsoulsBoard) at 
any point with questions or comments.

Julie Brannan
President

The Board of TrusteesFrom the Executive Director
PLEASE SAVE THE PLANTS!
As spring approaches, we have a special opportunity 
for congregants to get into the spirit of the 
interconnectedness of all living beings and to 
celebrate the blossoming season.

The erection of scaffolding around the entire 
Sanctuary building will begin in early March.  

Because of the height of the work that will be done, not only on the roof 
of the Sanctuary building but all the way up as high as the top of the 
spire, building code requires that the entire Memorial Garden site (not 
just the walkway up to the entrance of Wiggin Hall), must be scaffolded 
as well.  This “bridge scaffolding” will be erected, probably, during the 
middle week of March (18th to 22nd); it will be higher than the top of 
the three trees in the courtyard.

Nevertheless, the trees and all the plants in our garden will be deprived 
of sunlight for at least 10-11 months and we don’t think they will 
survive the trauma.

All Souls congregants Deborah and Al Jackson have graciously donated 
the plants and gardening services to maintain the beauty in our 
courtyard for many years.  Because they spend most of their time these 
days living in California and because they care about trying to protect 
and save as many of these living beings as possible, they are asking that 
any All Souls members who might be able to provide a good 
home to any of the plants in our garden, please take them to 
safety.

This is a valuable gift to our community and we really hope that there 
will be enthusiastic takers.  Whether you have a yard space or a window 
sill in your apartment, there are living beings who anxiously await your 
loving care.

Please speak with our Facilities Manager Maurice Spivey or myself to 
arrange to take the plants that you might be able to care for.

FREE FOR THE TAKING!

Many thanks,  
Eileen Macholl
Executive Director
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Upcoming Meetings of the  
All Souls Board of Trustees

Sunday, March 17
Sunday, April 14
Sunday, May 19
Sunday, June 9

Meetings begin at 1:00 p.m.  All are welcome to observe. 
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A Sanctuary for Seekers
Welcome, one and all, to the Unitarian Church of All Souls! Established in 1819, our Open 
Minds and Open Hearts congregation fosters a vibrant spiritual community that nurtures and inspires all 
as we search for meaning in our lives. Every day of the week at All Souls, you will find us engaged in faith 
formation, social justice and service work, and the creation of the beloved community. 

As your ministers, Rev. Galen and Rev. Audette would like to meet with you and support your journey. Please 
email Leesha at Leesha@allsoulsnyc.org to set up a time to meet with them. The congregation is also eager 
to get to know you. Join us at Coffee Hour fellowship on Sundays at 12:15 p.m. to connect with members 
and friends. In addition, below are some of our fellowship opportunities for newcomers to learn more about 
Unitarian Universalism and the All Souls community. 

New to All Souls?

We're so glad you're exploring our community at All Souls. As one of the oldest 
and most well-known Unitarian Universalist congregations in the US, we believe 
you will find many opportunities to engage in service or act for justice, make new 

friends and grow in spirit. 
If you're considering membership, we encourage you to:
• Join us for one of our monthly Third Sunday Welcome Bagel Brunches after the service, where you can 

meet one of our Ministers, ask any general questions, and get to know other newcomers and members of 
All Souls. 

• Take our All Souls Are Welcome Newcomers Class. This two-part class is offered three times a year and 
is led by our Senior and Associate Ministers, as well as our Assistant Minister of Lifespan Faith Formation.

• Meet one-on-one with either our Senior or Associate Minister.
• Connect with our Welcome Wagon Team and get to know a member who can answer any of your questions 

and "show you the ropes." 
• Sign the Membership Book and join us in supporting All Souls by making a contribution of record.
• Take part in our Service of Welcome on the first Sunday in June.
• Be an active participant in the life of All Souls!

All Souls Are Welcome Newcomers Class
New to All Souls? New to Unitarian Universalism? If you answer yes to either of these questions, 

this class is for you. Join our Senior Minister Galen Guengrich and Associate Minister Audette 
Fulbright for this two-part overview of membership at All Souls. We'll explore how we do 

worship, basics of our theology, some of our history, and the meaning of membership. Informed, 
engaged membership is what makes All Souls vital. Plan now to join us.  

Attendance at both sessions is expected.

MARCH 24 & 31 from 1:00 - 3:30 p.m. in the Minot Simons Room
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Worship and Music
I wonder if anyone reading this column 
will remember the introductory scene 
of the Pixar animated movie Up. In a 
poignant ten minutes, the entire life-story 
of a loving couple, from childhood to old 
age, is told to the viewers. The scene is 
devoid of dialogue and it is only through 
images and music that the story unfolds. 
The arc of life, with all its up and downs, 
its joys and sorrows, is here tenderly 
depicted. This scene brings to my mind the following quote by Alfred 
Lord Tennyson: 

I hold it true, whate’er befall;
I feel it when I sorrow most;
‘Tis better to have loved and lost
Than never to have loved at all.

Both the quote and the scene from Up spring up in my mind when I 
open the score to Appalachian Spring, the iconic ballet (most often 
performed as a suite) by Brooklyn-born composer Aaron Copland. 
Although it is true that the ballet was meant to simply describe a 
pioneer celebration in spring, the music is so much more than that; it 
is a human story, a celebration of life, and a poignant musical journey 
encompassing the sweet and bitter moments of our existence.  

Although every piece of music emerges from silence, there is 
something magical about the silence that precedes the first notes 
of Appalachian Spring. It is as if a living organism is being created 
in front of our eyes. I can think of only a handful of pieces that 
convey so perfectly a similar feeling. (Richard Strauss’s Also sprach 
Zarathustra is one of them.) This organism gently grows until 
it becomes a fully formed cell. In the context of this music, this 
cell takes the shape of a beautiful chord that will frame the entire 
composition. This chord is actually a combination of two separate 
chords: an A-major chord in root position and an E-major chord in 
second inversion. 

After a few minutes of sublime quietness permeated by our cell-like 
bi-tonal chord, the music develops into a series of dances bursting 
with life. These dances are at times interrupted by foreboding 
passages again, reminding us of the ups and downs of life. Toward 
the middle of the composition, Copland introduces a brilliant idea: 
he quotes the Shaker folksong, Simple Gifts. By incorporating this 
archetypal American folk song, full of optimism and the spirit of 
the prairies, Copland is able to bring this musical creation into full 
maturity. The composition’s “old age” is heralded by an intimate 
prayer-like passage. This is a prayer of thanks for all that life gives 
us, be it good or bad. Finally, the final sunset comes and, as in life, 
the lights go out but not before enjoying, for just a few moments, the 
most beautiful image our memory is able to recall.  

Musica Viva NY will be performing Appalachian Spring on March 
10 at 5:00 p.m. at Brick Presbyterian Church on Park Avenue. We 
warmly invite you to join us for a very special concert celebrating the 
music of two American icons, Aaron Copland and Leonard Bernstein. 

Alejandro Hernandez-Valdez
Director of Music

From the Director of Music Chancel Flowers
March 3

In loving memory of  
Schuyler Chapin  

by Miles, Tess, and Moses

In loving memory of 
Alexander V. Fraser,  

Caroline Wilcox Fraser, 
Caroline Fraser Brower,  

Elizabeth Armitage Fraser Draper Gay  
and Bruce Fraser Draper 

by Caroline Wilcox Brower Cuthbert 
and Elizabeth Pray Draper

In loving memory of 
Margaret Dillon Fessenden 
by her son, Jerald D. Fessenden

March 10
In loving memory of his mother, 

Josephine Yacopino 
by Jim and Lynda Yacopino

March 17
In loving memory of  

Dr. Frank M. Berger  
by his wife , Christine, and his sons,  

Franklin and Thomas

In loving memory of our dear friend,  
Kevin Goehring  

by Robert and Rae Gilson

In loving memory of our dear friend,
Patricia Justine Baird, 

by Lynda and Jim Yacopino

March 24
Dearest Joy,

Hi, Honey, wherever you are.  
Know that your beautiful smile, 

sparkling eyes and sense of humor are with us still.
Love, David, Drew and Ed

To dedicate Chancel Flowers to remember loved ones 
who are deceased or honor special people or joyous 

occasions, please email Hannah Marks at 
dmmhmm@aol.com or call (212) 410-4517.
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Worship and Music
At our recent Annual Meeting, the 
Deacons award was presented to 
MARY ELLEN FAHS, who called 
the occasion, “A total surprise and 
overwhelming honor.”  Mary Ellen’s 
family have been members of All Souls 
for “a long time,” and her roots as 
a Unitarian Universalist go back at 
least three generations.  Her familial 
connection to All Souls dates back to 
the days of the “Zebra Church,” which 
was located on what’s now known as 
Park Avenue South and 20th Street.  
Her father, William Nichols, was active in the congregation until his 
death in 1967, commuting from the family home in Cold Spring, Long 
Island, faithfully every Sunday.

Mary Ellen is the kind of person who is loath to bring attention 
upon herself, but we thought this honor was especially appropriate 
in light of her long-standing record of volunteer service to All Souls, 
her extraordinarily helpful way of pitching in when necessary often 
without being asked, and her pleasant demeanor at all times.  We’d 
like to share with you now the text of the citation that was read at the 
time she accepted the award.

The Deacons Award is presented to an All Souls member of five 
years or more who has demonstrated exemplary service as a 
volunteer in one or more areas of church life or church programs 
– service that may be relatively unnoticed by the general 
congregation.  The Deacons founded this award to honor persons 
who have not received sufficient recognition for their dedication and 
time and effort they have expended.

This year’s recipient of the Deacons Award is Mary Ellen Fahs.

A member of All Souls since 2006, Mary Ellen has for years staffed 
the Welcome Table. During Coffee Hour each week, she provides the 
forms and brochures, explains to new helpers whatever is needed, 
greets newcomers and visitors to All Souls, and tells them about our 
church, the activities in which they might like to engage, and takes 
questions for which later responses are needed.

As a lifelong UU, she is truly devoted to All Souls, becoming a 
member of the Lay Pastoral Associates.  She also ushers and has 
worked hard on the Stewardship Committee.  As a visitor for the 
Capital Campaign, she is sensitive to the needs of those she visits.  
She leaves the impression of having listened carefully to all with 
whom she engages.

For the important work she does, the Deacons present the 2019 
Deacons’ Award to Mary Ellen Fahs.
 
Beryl Jones-Woodin, President
Miles Chapin, Vice President
Evelynn Gioiella, Secretary/Treasurer

From the Deacons Corner
Meeting of the Board of Deacons 
Sunday, March 10 
12:45 p.m. in the Minot Simons Room

Communion Service 
Sunday, March 24 
12:30 p.m. following the 11:15 a.m. Service
The Board of Deacons is an elected group of individuals who have 
given significant service to the congregation of All Souls. Among its 
responsibilities listed in the church bylaws is to assist the minister in 
the communion service held four times a year. This service is a simple 
sharing of bread and wine and is open to everyone. It recalls the life of 
Jesus of Nazareth, and no supernatural elements are referred to during 
the service. 

Those wishing to participate should gather at the front of the Sanctuary 
following the service. We hope you will join us.  

Board of Deacons



BERNSTEIN AT 100: 
IN FRIENDSHIP WITH COPLAND
Sunday, March 10 at 5:00 p.m. at 
The Brick Church, 1140 Park Avenue
To celebrate the 100th anniversary of the birth of 
the one-and-only Leonard Bernstein, Musica Viva 
NY presents a program of Bernstein’s cherished 
masterworks, alongside immensely beautiful 
compositions by Aaron Copland, one of Bernstein’s 
dearest friends and colleagues. Enjoy the best of 
Americana with this program of music by two of the 
greatest American icons of the 20th century.

PROGRAM
LEONARD BERNSTEIN
Chichester Psalms
Make Our Garden Grow

AARON COPLAND
Appalachian Spring, Chamber Suite
Concerto for Clarinet, Strings and Harp
There will be a pre-concert talk at 4:00 p.m., open 
to all.  Purchase tickets for the concert at 
musicaviva.org. 

Oh Glory! 
with baritone James Dargan

Sunday March 31
5:00 p.m., All Souls Sanctuary

All Souls Choir baritone soloist, James Dargan will perform his personal and 
deeply moving recital, Oh Glory! Rev. Audette and James will lead an open discussion 
following the performance, focusing on diversity, activism, and maintaining a 
welcoming community for all people. 

JAMES DARGAN is a creative artist and authenticity addict from the Southeastern 
US; he has played the violin and sung since he was a child, and he is a composer, 
essayist, poet, and polyglot translator. After a brief stint as a university English 
professor, James decided to sing, and subsequently performed and studied in the 
US, Europe, the UK, and Canada. Artistic milestones include his first Schubert's 
Winterreise (May 2017), performances (past and upcoming) of his social justice recital 
Oh, Glory!, and the in-progress writing of his first opera, The Legend of John Henry. James 
lives and works in New York City.

Donations welcome at the door.

http://www.musicaviva.org


Led by Galen Guengerich

An Evening Meditation  
of Jazz and Poetry

Sunday, March 17 
5:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary 

Featuring 
Ron Carter, bass 

and the poetry of

Elizabeth Bishop
RON CARTER is among the most original, prolific, and 
influential bassists in jazz history, with more than 2,200 
albums to his credit, an accomplishment honored in the 
2015 Guinness Book of World Records. He has recorded 
with greats including: Tommy Flanagan, Gil Evans, Lena 
Horne, Bill Evans, B.B. King, the Kronos Quartet, Dexter 
Gordon, Wes Montgomery, and Bobby Timmons, Jaki 
Byard, Eric Dolphy and Cannonball Adderley. Ron has 
composed music for the classic films A Gathering of Old 
Men, The Passion of Beatrice and Blind Faith. In 2014, 
Ron received the medallion and title of Commander of 
the Order of Arts and Letters, France's premier cultural 
award, by the French Minister of Culture. A best selling 
author, Carter’s books include Building Jazz Bass Lines 
and his autobiography Finding The Right Notes, soon 
to be an audiobook. Ron teaches frequently at master 
classes around the world. He has also received 5 
honorary doctorates, most recently from The Juilliard 
School. Ron continues to tour worldwide, playing to 
sold-out crowds across Europe, Asia, and South America.

***
Winner of the National Book Award in 1970 and the 
Pulitzer Prize in 1979, ELIZABETH BISHOP (1911 – 
1979) was one of the most important American poets 
of the 20th century. Her poems often include precise 
descriptions of the physical world (she lived in Key 
West for six years and Brazil for 14 years), but her 
underlying themes include the struggle to find a sense 
of belonging, and the human experiences of grief and 
longing. “Bishop's poetry, famous for its exquisite sense 
of place and reticent expression of deep feeling, brings 
to life, with a painter's touch, moments of sharply 
individual vision and perception, frequently touched 
with a sympathetic humor or an ironic astringency” 
(Helen Vendler).

Led by Galen Guengerich

All SoulS
At Sundown
worship in a different light



The Adult Forum
Forrest Church’s Love and Death:  
My Journey Through the Valley of Death 
with David Robb
Sunday, March 3 (and every 1st Sunday)
10:00 a.m. in Reidy Friendship Hall
During his final three years as Senior Minister of All Souls, Rev. 
Forrest Church knew he was dying of esophageal cancer. During 
that time he created a memoir of experiences and personal 
reflections on the mystery of death and the dying process, on loss 
and how we humans come to grasp the meaning of these events 
for our lives. Rev. Robb will guide us in these monthly reflections 
through an intimate exploration of Forrest’s book and how we 
come to terms with our own death and the loss of loved ones.  
Copies of Love and Death are available at the Sunday Book Table 
at All Souls, or by order on the internet.

Reading for March 3:  Chapters 10-12 of Forrest Church’s 
Love and Death

Rev. David Robb is Assistant Minister for Adult Education at 
All Souls.

The Inherent Worth and Dignity of All 
Souls: Understanding Intersectionality and 
Dismantling Oppression
with Robert Dottin, Audette Fulbright, and 
Elizabeth Hutchinson
Sunday, March 10 (and every 2nd Sunday)
10:00 a.m. in Reidy Friendship Hall
This is an interactive educational series that is focused on 
deepening our understanding of racism and intersectional 
oppressions, while helping to move the arc of justice toward our 
communities and personal lives. 

Theme for March: Genetics, GenEthics and Justice 

Genetics has radically transformed medicine, agriculture, 
ecology, forensics, and the investigation of ancestry over the past 
50 years. How was Genetics abused for the most disastrous racist 
purposes in the 1930s  and 40s? How are “racial differences” 
explained? How did Genetics spawn the modern Genomics 
revolution? What are the benefits of this revolution? To whom 
will they redound? In this presentation we shall briefly explore 
the pros and cons of genetics technologies, the ethical dilemmas 
they create, and their potential for future benefit or abuse.

Robert Dottin is a Geneticist and Professor of Biology at 
Hunter College
Rev. Audette Fulbright is Associate Minister of All Souls 
Church
Elizabeth Hutchinson is Associate Professor of Art History 
at Barnard College
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What Moves Us as Unitarian Universalists?
with Tracy Sprowls
Sunday, March 17 (and every 3rd Sunday) 
10:00 a.m. in the Forrest Church Gallery
Theme for March: James Luther Adams and Social 
Action

Beginning with the premise that what moves us as Unitarian 
Universalists is personal experience, the What Moves Us? 
program helps us to affirm our faith experiences in the wider 
world through shared direct experiences, reflection exercises, 
readings, lessons, and ethical deliberations. What Moves Us? 
supports the efforts of Unitarian Universalists to understand 
and articulate more clearly their own faith journey by studying 
different historical figures and their contributions to liberal faith.

Rev. Tracy Sprowls is Assistant Minister of Lifespan Faith 
Formation at All Souls.

The Practice of Mindfulness
with Trish Muehsam, M.D.
Sunday, March 24 (and every 4th Sunday)
10:00 a.m. in Reidy Friendship Hall
In this series on mindfulness, we explore how to enrich our 
lives by paying closer attention to the present and gaining 
better control of our own minds and bodies. The benefits of 
mindfulness range from cultivating wisdom, to reducing stress 
and pain, to advancing social justice. All are welcome regardless 
of previous exposure to mindfulness.

Reading for March 24:  Meditation and Its Practice by 
Swami Rama, Chapter Five and Science of Breath: A Practical 
Guide by Swami Rama, Rudolph Ballentine, and Alan Hymes, 
Chapter One. Copies are available from Pamela Patton upon 
request at Pamela@allsoulsnyc.org or from her mailbox in the 
receptionist’s office at All Souls.

Trish Muehsam is a friend and frequent visitor to All Souls 
and has been a pioneer in the alternative medicine movement 
since the early 1990s.

mailto:Pamela@allsoulsnyc.org


The Adult Forum

in Reidy Friendship Hall
Current Issues in Social Ethics and Religion
with Gary Dorrien, Ph.D.

Professor Dorrien has recently published books that address two 
issues currently central to the American political dialogue:  1) white 
supremacy, and 2) the meaning and origins of Social Democracy. In 
this brief series he will share his thoughts and the perspectives of 
religious imagination on both of these two critical issues. 

March 3:  The Scourge of White Supremacy  
In this session, Prof. Dorrien addresses issues of racism in America 
as developed in two of his recent publications:  The New Abolition: 
W.E.B. DuBois and the Black Social Gospel, and Breaking White 
Supremacy.

March 10:  Social Democratic Decency: Then and Now 
In this session, Prof. Dorrien will address the issues he raises in 
his most recent publication, due to be released this month by Yale 
University Press. The title of his book: Social Democracy in the 
Making: The Political and Religious Roots of European Socialism.               

GARY DORRIEN, PH.D. is the Reinhold 
Niebuhr Professor of Theology and Social Ethics 
at Union Theological Seminary, and Professor of 
Religion at Columbia University. His writings and 
research have ranged across many fields including 
ethics, social theory, theology, philosophy, politics, 
economics, and history. Philosopher Cornell West 
has described Dorrien as “the preeminent social 

ethicist in North America today,” and Robert Neville has claimed he 
is  “the most rigorous theological historian of our time.” A graduate 
of Albion College (B.A.) and Union Theological Seminary (M.Div. 
and Ph.D.), Professor Dorrien taught Religious Studies at Kalamazoo 
College for 18 years, where he was named the Parfet Distinguished 
Professor, served as Dean of Stetson Chapel, and directed the Liberal 
Arts Colloquium, before accepting his current position as a teacher of 
theology and social ethics at Union Theological Seminary. His book, 
The New Abolition, was awarded the Grawemeyer Award in 2017, 
and his newest publication, Breaking White Supremacy, just won the 
Choice Award in January of this year.

in Reidy Friendship Hall
Shakespeare's Tragic Vision in King Lear: A 
Religious Perspective
with Rev. David Robb

William Shakespeare, widely regarded as the greatest English 
dramatist of all time, is especially noted for his originality and 
experimental genius in several known genres of dramatic literature: 
history, comedy, tragedy, and near the end of his career, by creating 
a new genre unprecedented before him later dubbed “romances.” 
Among all of his plays, King Lear stands out as a monumental work, 
and is now acknowledged by most modern scholars as his greatest 
achievement. It is frequently compared to Bach’s achievement in the 
B Minor Mass, Rembrandt’s paintings, Tolstoy’s War and Peace, or 
Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony.

Perhaps King Lear appears to rise above many of his other great 
works, especially in our contemporary situation, because, of all his 
plays, it appears most able to reflect the spiritual dilemmas of our 
time. In many ways, King Lear is a religious drama—not because 
Shakespeare presents us with clear dogmatic religious options. He 
does not. But the play forces us to confront profoundly our own 
spiritual dilemmas—life and death,power and sacrifice, madness and 
truth, violence and compassion—in compelling ways. 

This spring, Glenda Jackson, the great English actress, will bring her 
interpretation of this role—a first for a female actress—to New York 
after her highly acclaimed performances this past year in London. It 
seems then a particularly pertinent time to revisit this very powerful 
work of one of the most imaginative and insightful dramatists of all 
time.  It will also mark the final series of presentations by David Robb 
in his role as Director of the Adult Education program at All Souls.

March 17:   King Lear, Act 1

March 24:  King Lear, Acts 2 and 3

March 31:  King Lear, Acts 4 and 5

Note:  A good version of King Lear for those looking for an edition 
that helps to understand Shakespeare’s language, is published by 
Barnes & Noble and is available from a store or by order on line.  
Shakespeare’s text is printed on the right page and on the opposite 
page extensive notes and translations of his often opaque language to 
modern readers.

REV. DAVID ROBB is Assistant Minister for Adult 
Education and Scholar-In-Residence at All Souls. 
In addition to his ministry with All Souls, he is also 
a licensed psychotherapist and pastoral counselor 
with a practice in New York City, and an Associate of 
Kenwood Psychological Services. He formerly taught 
as a part-time member of the Theology Department 

at Georgetown University, and as an Assistant Professor of Religious 
Studies at Connecticut College.  

Sundays, March 3, 10
at 11:10 a.m. 

Sundays, March 17, 24, 31
at 11:10 a.m. 
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All Souls Sangha 
Buddhist Meditation with Pilar Jennings 

Sunday, March 3 at 1:30 p.m.  
in the Forrest Church Gallery

All are welcome — those who are curious to learn more about 
meditation, for both beginners and practicing Buddhists. We 
continue our monthly gathering for the practice of meditation. 
Come and help create an All Souls Sangha — a community of people 
who come together to meditate and study the practice of Buddhism. 
We will be led by Dr. Pilar Jennings, a frequent contributor to the 
All Souls Adult Education program and a practitioner of Tibetan 
Buddhism. Theme for March: Transforming Agency: Finding 
An Inner Guide.      

Pilar Jennings, Ph.D. is a psychotherapist and 
psychoanalyst who has focused on the clinical 
applications of Buddhist meditation practice. She 
earned a doctorate in the  Psychiatry and Religion 
program at Union Theological Seminary in New 
York City and teaches  part-time at Columbia 
University. Dr. Jennings is also the author of 

Mixing Minds: The Power of Relationship in Psychoanalysis and 
Buddhism (2010).

For more information or questions, please contact Pamela Patton at 
Pamela@allsoulsnyc.org.

READING GROUP: PAST AND FUTURE OF “LIBERALS” 
with Scott E. Weiner, Ph.D.

Sundays, March 10, 24 
1:15 p.m. in the Mary-Ella Holst Room

As more people announce their run for 2020 Democratic Party nomination 
for President, now is time for insights into some of the “Progressive” 
critiques of “Liberals,” the Democratic Party, and neoliberalism. This will 
help explain some of what happened on the Left in 2016 and will happen 
in 2019-2020. Whether you are on the Left, center, or Right, discuss your 
views and clarify your thinking on values, principles, goals, policies, and 
history of U.S. “Liberals” and the Democratic Party.

Readings:

For March 10: Listen, Liberal or, Whatever Happened to Party of the 
People? by Thomas Frank, Chapters 7-10 (around 58 pages)

For March 24: Listen, Liberal or, Whatever Happened to Party of the 
People? by Thomas Frank, Chapter 11 and Conclusion (around 42 pages)

Suggested optional additional readings: Noam Chomsky, Requiem 
for the American Dream: The 10 Principles of Concentration of Wealth & 
Power (or movie on DVD); Ralph Nader, To the Ramparts: How Bush and 
Obama Paved the Way for the Trump Presidency, and Why It Isn't Too Late 
to Reverse Course; Thomas Frank, Pity the Billionaire: The Hard-Times 
Swindle and the Unlikely Comeback of the Right; David Harvey, A Brief 
History Of Neoliberalism; Manfred B. Steger, Neoliberalism: A Very Short 
Introduction

Co-sponsored by the Adult Forum and the Peace and Justice Task Force.

Adventures in Ideas
How Do You Know You Are Good?    
with Dennis DeForge
Sunday, March 10 at 1:15 p.m. 
in the Chapel
We often hear someone described as a good person. What does that 
mean? Has she or he never done something bad?  Is goodness a default 
position? Our denomination’s first principle asserts the worth and 
dignity of every person. So we start out on the positive side of the ledger, 
at least in principle. How many bad things would someone have to do 
to cross the line? And, having crossed the line, what would it take to 
cross back again? What about a more existential position? Could we 
be judged by our actions and not by our “essence,” (whatever that is)?  
Remember your mother saying, “Handsome (or pretty) is as handsome 
(or pretty) does.”  How handsome or pretty are you?

Open Dialogue 
with the 

All Souls Board of Trustees
Sunday March 31

10:00 a.m. in Reidy Friendship Hall

The project to renovate All Souls will begin 
soon. Join us this morning when members 
of the All Souls Board of Trustees and the 
Building Advisory Task Force will discuss 

construction plans and financing decisions, 
and will be available to answer questions. 

All are welcome and encouraged to attend.

mailto:Pamela@allsoulsnyc.org


CELEBRATING 450 YEARS OF 
THE HUNGARIAN UNITARIAN CHURCH 

with Rev. Lehel Molnár
Sunday, March 31 at 1:15 p.m. in Reidy Friendship Hall

While this year, All Souls celebrates its 200th anniversary as a 
congregation in New York City, the Unitarian Church is currently 
celebrating the 450th anniversary of its origins in Transylvania, 
Hungary. Over the course of that time, Unitarians in Transylvania 
have endured persecution during the Counter-reformation and 20th 
century Communism. Our guest presenter is the Rev. Lehel Molnár, 
an ordained minister of the Unitarian Church in Transylvania, who will 
speak about the church’s efforts to preserve its historical heritage. He 
will explain how documents are being digitized and protected with a 
30-minute slide presentation to be followed by an open discussion in 
which participants will be invited to share their observations and ask 
questions.

REV. LEHEL MOLNÁR has served as Archivist 
of the Hungarian Unitarian Church in Kolozsvar, 
Romania for over 20 years. He is currently in the 
United States as the Balázs Scholar-in-Residence 
at the Starr King School for Ministry in Berkeley, 
California.

The Adult Forum
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On President’s Day weekend last month, 
around sixty youth from as far away as 
Washington D.C gathered for a youth 
conference (or con) at All Souls. It was cleverly 
called CONtagious named in the style of many 
previous cons before it that incorporate the 
abbreviation of con in the title such as CONfetti 
and CONspire. 

Once the youth check in on Friday night and all 
the papers are signed and the sleeping bags are unrolled, all the teens 
and their adult advisors circle up to create a covenant. This is not 
exactly a new covenant but one that is familiar to all the youth who 
have been to a con before. But if you are new to a con, the creation 
and subsequent honoring of the covenant is something to behold. The 
covenant is taken very seriously and, in fact, enforced not only by the 
teens themselves but by a special “Spirit” team that returns the group 
to the covenant again and again because at some point during the 
weekend it is inevitable that a diverse group of people locked together 
in a church with very little sleep will need to be reminded of it. 

Whitney Huston implored us through song to “let the children lead 
the way” and thousands of years before her the prophet Isaiah said a 
“little child will lead them.” Hundreds of children were early marchers 
in Selma and in our Unitarian Universalist history, it was the youth 
who joined together first before the elders in either denomination 
even thought of sincerely joining together. 

All of this is to say that once again, our children and youth led the way 
in building a beautiful, holy community based on covenant that all of 
us older people can certainly learn from, not just those of us here at 
All Souls, but I truly think the whole country.

So here are just a few lines of the covenant with explanations:

don't harsh someone's mellow - If someone likes soccer or a 
particular book, let them like it. If you don’t like it keep it to yourself. 
Let people like what they like.

don't yuck someone's yum - similarly, if someone likes liver for 
instance don’t say yuck and hurt that person’s feelings. Everyone has 
different tastes.

practice active consent - don’t hug someone or touch someone 
or borrow something of theirs without asking Every. Single. Time. 
People change and their answer might change too. 

step up, step back - some people are reluctant to speak, give room 
to let them step up and share. Other people talk a lot, step back so 
everyone has a chance.

f*** yeah not f*** you - don’t take your anger out on others, don’t 
make it personal. But hey, show enthusiasm for the things you do like. 

What if we all tried to live the youth con covenant? What would our 
world look like if this kind of acceptance was CONtagious? What if 
this kind of respect guided our lives? My youth friends, show me the 
way! 

Tracy Sprowls

From the Assistant Minister of 
Lifespan Faith Formation

Children and Youth  
RE Calendar

March 3   Youth Sunday- No RE Classes- All Children in 
                                Service
  4/5 OWL at 11:15    

March 10  Regular Classes at 10:00; Chapel at 11:00
  Choir and Community Time in the Ware Room
  COA Class 4 at 10:00 – Social Justice and UU 
     History
  Nursery Luncheon at 12:30       

March 17    Regular Classes at 10:00
  Chapel at 11:00 with Mary-Ella Holst, DRE Emerita
  Choir and Community Time at 11:15

March 24    Regular Classes at 10:00 
  Chapel at 11:00 with Julie Brannan, President of  
  the Board of Trustees
  Choir and Community Time at 11:15

March 31  Regular Classes at 10:00
  Chapel at 11:00 
  Choir and Community Time at 11:15

Drama has been suspended until September

Each week we ask different classes to bring 
desserts for Monday Night Hospitality. 

The schedule for March is:

March 3:  1st, 2nd, 3rd Grades

March 10:  4th, 5th, 6th Grades

March 17:  7th, 8th, 9th Grades

March 24:   Nursery, Preschool & Kindergarten

March 31:   1st, 2nd, 3rd Grades

THANK YOU! 
Thank you to the women of the Women's Alliance 
that taught 16 children and adults how to knit or 
crochet. You are magnificent, Heli Blum, Cornelia 

Do, Rita Frank, Marjory Friedlander, Marilyn 
Reagan, Christine Goodwin!
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Traveling Chalice Program
Our Traveling Chalice program is up and running! The purpose 
of the program two-fold: first, for each of us to become more 
familiar with an important symbol of Unitarian Universalism 
and, second, to connect us to each other and to Unitarian 
Universalists beyond our congregation. 
Each week a family/household (not just those with children) will 
take home the Traveling Chalice, which will be inside a special 
Chalice Bag. The Chalice Bag has all the materials you will need 
including a chalice, a special cloth, readings and a journal. 
Instructions on what to do are in the bag as well. Bring the bag 
and all of its contents back to church the following week so that 
the next family/household may use it.
Send Tracy an email to sign up for a week at Tracy@allsoulsnyc.
org. Want to learn more about the chalice? Visit https://www.
uua.org/beliefs/who-we-are/chalice. 

Thinking About how YOU want to 
Serve All Souls next Year? 

Here’s a Clue…

Help Build a Well in 
South Sudan!
We have an ongoing 
social justice project 
in our religious 
education and faith formation program 
to help build a well in Sudan. We are 
working with Water for South Sudan, 
which delivers direct, transformative 
and sustainable quality-of-life service to 
the people of South Sudan by efficiently 
providing access to clean, safe water 
and improving hygiene and sanitation 
practices in areas of great need. Bring 
your loose change. We take the paper 
kind of money too! Put it in the jar 
during Coffee Hour. The jar is at the RE 
Activity Table during Fellowship Hour.

mailto:Tracy@allsoulsnyc.org
mailto:Tracy@allsoulsnyc.org
https://www.uua.org/beliefs/who-we-are/chalice
https://www.uua.org/beliefs/who-we-are/chalice


Beloved All Souls Members and Friends,

Sadly, I am resigning from my role as the 
Welcoming and Membership Assistant.  Although 
my last day as an employee is March 7, 2019, you 
will see me at All Souls until March 21, 2019. I 
am resigning primarily because I want to pursue 
my interests in working for higher education 
institutions and intergovernmental organizations. 
My resignation is not a good bye to the 
congregation; I plan to visit All Souls as much as 
possible once I am settled in another organization. 

Like many of you, All Souls church holds a dear place in my heart. The 
past thirty-two months of being part of the All Souls staff have had a 
tremendous impact on my personal and professional life. I am very 
grateful to have worked and to have been trusted with a sophisticated 
congregation and work content. I started out as an unpaid intern in 
July 2016, and I am leaving as an integral full time staff member. The 
wide scope of work I completed, while progressively being promoted, 
has instilled confidence in me. Truly, All Souls has been a place of 
growth in my life. 

The most fulfilling aspect of All Souls is the relationships I have 
formed with each of you individually, the staff and the Welcome 
Team volunteers. Also, participating in marches, volunteering in our 
outreach programs and collaborating on events were gratifying. I 
appreciate all the admiration and the love I have received from you. 
Please know you have inspired me in many ways. I hope to keep in 
touch on Facebook or LinkedIn; you can find me on both platforms 
under my formal name as Seble Lebeza Alemu. 

I wholeheartedly invite you to celebrate my time at All Souls by 
supporting the Heart and Soul Spring Fling Fundraiser on March 21 
at 7:00 p.m. Given I have served as a Girls Scouts troop leader for 
two years, volunteered at Monday Night Hospitality and supported 
the New Amsterdam Boys and Girls Choir, I appreciate your support 
in making these programs possible. You can enter the raffle at www.
heartandsoulfund.org/ for a chance to win a pair JetBlue tickets with a 
resort voucher, a pair of Broadway tickets and other awesome prizes! 
I will be very happy to see you at the Spring Fling, to have wine and to 
celebrate my time at All Souls. 

There will be many opportunities to give me a hug and wish me the 
best.  On March 3, there will be a festive Coffee Hour send-off 
for me. You can also find me at the Vegan Potluck on March 8 at 6:30 
p.m. in the Forrest Church Gallery, and the Young Adults Brunch at 
Bunna Café (Brooklyn) on March 10, 2019 at 1:30 p.m. 

I truly believe that All Souls is a church of its time and of the future. It 
has been my great pleasure to serve the people and the mission of this 
congregation.  

With love and gratitude,
Seble (Leesha) Alemu

Right Hand of Fellowship
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Congregational Life
Shared Ministry

We come to All Souls to nourish ourselves 
spiritually. The church should be a place 
where it’s safe for all of us to be vulnerable. 
Therefore it’s incumbent on us to treat each 
other with deep kindness and respect. Even 
when we disagree about church matters or 
political matters, All Souls should never be a 
place where we act on our anger with unkind 
words or actions. When we walk in the doors of 
the church, we are in Beloved Community and our kindness switch 
should be turned ON. This poem, which Galen preached about in 
January, reminds us of the virtues of kindness.

Kindness by Naomi Shihab Nye

Before you know what kindness really is
you must lose things,
feel the future dissolve in a moment
like salt in a weakened broth.
What you held in your hand,
what you counted and carefully saved,
all this must go so you know
how desolate the landscape can be
between the regions of kindness.
How you ride and ride
thinking the bus will never stop,
the passengers eating maize and chicken
will stare out the window forever.

Before you learn the tender gravity of kindness
you must travel where the Indian in a white poncho
lies dead by the side of the road.
You must see how this could be you,
how he too was someone
who journeyed through the night with plans
and the simple breath that kept him alive.

Before you know kindness as the deepest thing inside,
you must know sorrow as the other deepest thing. 
You must wake up with sorrow.
You must speak to it till your voice
catches the thread of all sorrows
and you see the size of the cloth.
Then it is only kindness that makes sense anymore,
only kindness that ties your shoes
and sends you out into the day to gaze at bread,
only kindness that raises its head
from the crowd of the world to say
It is I you have been looking for,
and then goes with you everywhere
like a shadow or a friend.

I’m always eager to hear from you. Please tell me about your 
experience with kindness or reach out for any reason at all at 
Pamela@allsoulsnyc.org or 212-535-5530.

Pamela Patton 
Director of Pastoral Ministries

http://www.heartandsoulfund.org/
http://www.heartandsoulfund.org/
mailto:Pamela@allsoulsnyc.org


M A R C H  2 0 1 9                    1 8

Congregational Life

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST ASSOCIATION GENERAL ASSEMBLY
General Assembly is the annual meeting of our Unitarian Universalist Association. 
Attendees worship, witness, learn, connect, and make policy for the Association 
through democratic process. The 2019 General Assembly will be June 19-23 
in Spokane, Washington. The Spokane region is the gateway for adventure and 
exploration in the Intermountain Northwest. Located driving distance from Glacier 
National Park and Yellowstone, Spokane is nestled in natural beauty.  
THE POWER OF WE: What do we want Unitarian Universalism to be? It is a time 
when we are asking big questions in our faith, and GA 2019 will be focused on 
digging into those questions together. This year’s theme is about collective power, 
“The Power of We,” as well as the possibility, the purpose, the struggle and the joy 
of what it means to be together in faithful community. In the past two years, Unitarian Universalism has recommitted to the 
work of liberation inside and outside our faith community. The antidote to a time of dangerous dehumanization is a love 
that connects us to our deeper humanity. 
EXCELLENT PROGRAMMING: GA will offer more than 100 programming selections over the course of five days. This 
year, in addition to Theme-Based Programming, the schedule will feature Role-Based Track Programming, including time 
for discussion among attendees, sharing inspiring models and stories, and concrete suggestions for how to further the 
work or "take it home." More programming details are available at www.uua.org/ga.
Financial Aid Available through the UUA: All Souls is designated to send 21 delegates to General Assembly this year. 
Or you could sign up to be an off-site delegate. Visit this website to learn more about off-site delegation: http://www.uua.
org/ga/off-site/registrants/delegates. To be a delegate please send an email to Tracy Sprowls at Tracy@allsoulsnyc.org.
Registration for General Assembly is now open! The price goes up May 1st so be sure to register as well as book 
your hotel soon! 

Soul to Soul Connection Circle
Tuesdays, March 19, 26 April 2, 9 6:30 - 8:00 p.m.

Based on Rebecca Parker & John Buehrens' book,  A House for Hope, this four-session connection circle will explore 
our progressive spiritual foundations for an engaged and centered life, even in a challenging age. 
From the book: "Authored by two leading progressive theologians, A House for Hope affirms that the shared hopes 
of religious progressives from many traditions can create a movement far stronger than fundamentalism: a liberal 
religious renaissance. Yet for it to flourish, progressive people must rediscover the spiritual sustenance available 
in the theological house our liberal forebears built, and embrace what our tradition truly holds sacred, as well as 
understanding what it rejects.
"In lively and engaging language, A House for Hope suggests that liberal religious commitment is based on expansive 
love for life rather than adherence to narrow dogma. With chapters that reveal the political and personal relevance of 
the enduring questions at the heart of this theology, A House for Hope shows how religious liberals have countered 
fundamentalists for generations, and provides progressives with not only a theological but also a spiritual foundation 
for the challenges of the twenty-first century."
This circle has space for TEN participants. Participation in all four sessions is a commitment we ask each 
participant to make. The seats will be filled first come, first serve. While participants are encouraged to read the book, 
this is not required to participate; the material will be explored each week together. 
If you would like to participate, please contact Rev. Audette at Audette@allsoulsnyc.org. 

http://www.uua.org/ga/off-site/registrants/delegates
http://www.uua.org/ga/off-site/registrants/delegates
mailto:Tracy@allsoulsnyc.org
mailto:Audette@allsoulsnyc.org


All SoulS
        200 years

Honor the Past. Celebrate the Present. 
Shape the Future. 1819-2019

FROM THE 
BICENTENNIAL TEAM

Thanks to everyone, our Bicentennial Year kicked off with a wonderful 200th Annual Meeting. Please 
check out our Online Album on the All Souls Website, www.allsoulsnyc.org to see the resource for our 
Coffee Table Book. We want everyone’s contributions!  And, mark your calendars for our exciting events.  
Contact us at bicentennial@allsoulsnyc.org if you would like to help: Chris Goodwin and Bill Bechman, 
Bicentennial Co-Chairs.

Adult Forum Panels, Sundays at 11:15 a.m.
April 7: Carrying the All Souls Message to the Wider World
Panelists include: Barbara Hosein, AIDS Task Force, Robin Bossert, Navigators USA, and Elisabeth Ames, 
Peace and Justice Task Force/Immigration Sanctuary Movement.   
Moderator:  Melinda Beck, former Wall Street Journal reporter.
April 14: Why I Came Here and Where it Took Me:  What is All Souls’ Message to the 
Broader World?
Panelists include:  Melissa Borja, Professor of American Culture and member of the Immigration Justice 
Committee; Robert Dottin, Ph.D., (Biology, Human Health and Genetics) racial justice advocate and 
activist; Deborah Taylor, former chair, New York Chapter of UU’s for Justice in the Middle East.
Moderator:  John Friedman, Biotechnologist/Managing Partner Easton Capital

Bicentennial Potluck Supper.  Thursday evening, May 2, starting at 6:00 p.m.
• A celebration of David Robb with an interview by Galen Guengerich and a tribute by Audette Fulbright.  
• The book launch of The Senior Ministers of All Souls by Mary-Ella Holst.

Adult Forum Panels  – Sundays in the Chapel at 10:00 a.m. with Laurie Noble 
and Peggy Montgomery
Standing Before Us: The Women of All Souls
April 28:   CATHARINE MARIA SEDGWICK AND THE BIRTH OF ALL SOULS 
May 5:        LOUISA LEE SCHUYLER AND REV. HENRY BELLOWS: A REMARKABLE PARTNERSHIP 
May 12:     PHOEBE HOSS AND MARY-ELLA HOLST: THEIR GIFTS TO ALL SOULS
May 19:    “STAND BY THIS FAITH” - MOVING ALL SOULS FORWARD 

BICENTENNIAL CELEBRATION, NOVEMBER 15, 16, and 17
Friday:  Bicentennial Gala - Dinners in homes, Desserts & Dancing in Reidy Hall. 
     Cherie Henderson & Tom Blum, Chairs
Saturday:  All Souls Family Day, the Henry Whitney Bellows Lecture, Artists Panels, Lunch 
and Games. 
Anniversary Sunday: Special Guests, Music and Festivities

mailto:bicentennial@allsoulsnyc.org
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The Reverence Road All Souls Podcast 
Each month, join Rev. Audette for this podcast that focuses on you, the members and friends of 
All Souls! Our next episode is a conversation with Alejandro Hernandez-Valdez, Director 

of Music at All Souls and of Musica Viva NY, the concert arm of the All Souls Choir.

Don't forget to LIKE and SHARE Reverence Road podcasts with your friends - especially those 
who you would like to introduce to All Souls!

The Reverence Road podcast can be found on the All Souls church website, Facebook page, 
iTunes, and on Soundcloud at http://bit.ly/2EWxWGM.

If you'd like to recommend someone you would like us to interview or to share or recommend 
original material, please contact Rev. Audette at Audette@AllSoulsNYC.org. 

Reverence Road 

All Souls Salons
Reclaiming the Lost Art of Conversation

Sunday, March 24 at 6:00 p.m. in the Ware Room
In an interconnected world, we often have vast numbers of people we communicate 
with, but fewer and fewer with whom we are truly connected. If you'd like to have an 
opportunity for new friends and rich conversation, join Rev. Audette once a month at 

All Souls for an old-fashioned Conversational Salon. 

In March, join us for a conversation on Family Stories.
Whether your family of origin was wonderful or challenging, we all have family 
stories. Join us for an evening of conversation about the families from which we 

come - what we learned, what we loved, what struggles we had or have.  

Apr. 28
May 26

Upcoming Dates: A SMALL NOTE: it really helps our conversation if our Salon participants 
arrive on time so we can have some introductions and prepare by going over 
with our conversational guidelines together.

http://bit.ly/2EWxWGM
mailto:Audette@AllSoulsNYC.org
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SAVE THE DATE 
for the Women's Alliance ALL-CHURCH Spring Event

"My Journey with Clara Barton"
with Holly Atkinson, M.D.

Saturday, April 27, 2019
3:00 – 5:30 p.m. 
in Reidy Friendship Hall
All are welcome!

ALL SOULS THEATRE PARTY 
Sunday May 5 at 3:00 p.m.  

Join us for the award-winning play, THE FERRYMAN on Broadway with our very own star 
of stage & screen, Emily Bergl in a lead role. 

PLACE: Jacobs Theater, 242 West 45th Street (between 7th & 8th Avenues). 
PRICE:  $139 per ticket.  (This represents a group rate savings of 15% of what you’d pay in 
addition to saving $8.00 per ticket in service fees.) We welcome you to invite friends or family 
members to take advantage of our special rate.   
RUN TIME: 3 hours and 15 minutes. Please arrive early. Latecomers 
will miss a substantial portion of the first act.  
TO RESERVE: Email Laura at LEPedersen@aol.com or call (917) 
767-7725. Be sure to include how many tickets you need. Our seats 
are FRONT MEZZANINE. If you have vertigo or trouble with stairs, 
please alert me IN ADVANCE and you’ll be accommodated ground 
level where tickets are $169 (after all our discounts).  PAYMENT: 
Laura purchased tickets in advance. Please give her a check or cash in 
exchange for your tickets.  

mailto:LEPedersen@aol.com


Women’s Alliance

Women’s Alliance Cinema Club 
Wednesday, March 13
Join us for a screening of a current film. The film selection, time 
and theater location will be announced by email a few days before.  
Lunch afterwards to discuss the film. Contact Maureen Marwick at 
maureen31572@gmail.com or (212) 249-0171. 

Second Sunday Brunch 
Sunday, March 10 at 1:00 p.m. 
at Bunna Cafe (1084 Flushing Ave, Brooklyn)
Join us for a cultural and culinary adventure in Brooklyn!  Midway 
through Coffee Hour, we will hop on the subway together bound for 
Bunna Cafe, an Ethiopian restaurant specializing in vegan cuisine 
and excellent coffee (Ethiopian sidamo coffee beans freshly roasted, 
immersion-brewed with cardamom & cloves).  Google maps recommends 
the 6 to the J - it should take about an hour.  To find us, come to Coffee 
Hour after the service, or meet us at the restaurant.

Vegan Potluck Dinner 
Friday, March 8 at 6:30 p.m.
in the Forrest Church Gallery
By popular demand, we are continuing our vegan potlucks! Join the All 
Souls Young Adults for an evening of food and community. Bring a dish 
that’s free of meat, dairy, and anything else that comes from animals, or 
just bring yourself to share a meal with us. All are welcome!

Young Adult and Newcomer Bagel Brunch 
Sunday, March 17 at 12:25 p.m.
in the Forrest Church Gallery
Following the service, All Souls young adults and newcomers of all ages 
are invited to join us for bagels and community-deepening conversation.

Museum of Art & Design
Wednesday, March 27 (public tour at 11:30 a.m.)
2 Columbus Circle
Exhibition: “MAD Collects: The Future of Craft, Part I.” Meet at 11:15 
a.m. in the lobby for a docent tour and then do your own exploration 
of Part I of a two-part exhibition on "the ever-changing field of art and 
design practices that sustain, expand and interpret the craft media” 
for which the Museum was founded. Part I includes mission and other 
recent acquisitions, such as the works of David Harper, Bayne Peterson, 
and Cauleen Smith. Lunch following at Maison Kaiser, Columbus Circle, 
at 1:15 p.m.  ADMISSION: $16 general, $14 senior. Contact Alix-Marie 
Hall at AMHadvisory@yahoo.com or (917) 621-5495.

"Music for Food/NYC" Concert
Saturday, March 16 at 3:00 p.m.
Broadway Presbyterian Church
601 West 114th Street at Broadway
Mimosa Ensemble - Program includes Mozart's Piano Concerto in A 
Major, K414. Contact Betty McCollum at bettymccollum@gmail.com or 
(212) 535-8040.

All Souls Young Adults

Play Reading at Ethical Culture Society
Friday, March 8 at 6:30 p.m. 
2 West 64th Street 
White Guy on the Bus (A NYT Critic’s Pick), by Bruce Graham. A 
white couple, a financier married to a teacher at an inner-city school, 
befriends a black couple. How uncomfortable does everyone become 
as divisions build between low-income blacks and well-heeled whites? 
Performance at 7:00 p.m. Admission: $10. Contact Maureen Marwick at 
Maureen31572@aol.com or (212) 249-0171.

Women’s Alliance Monthly Luncheon
Thursday, March 21 at 11:00 a.m.  
in the Forrest Church Gallery
Speaker: Dr. Pilar Jennings. Talk begins sharply at 11:00 a.m., lunch at 
12:00 noon. Topic: The Truth of Impermanence (in memory of Mary 
Ellen Bowles). Dr. Jennings will address the foundational Buddhist 
teaching of impermanence, as one of the three basic markers of the 
human condition. Bring your own lunch. Beverages and desserts will be 
provided. There will also be a short business meeting.

Women’s Alliance Bridge Club
Mondays, March 4, 18 at 2:00 p.m. 
in the Minot Simons Room
We are inviting both experienced and new players to join a mix of skills.  
A friendly, non-judgmental group, we view mistakes as opportunities to 
learn, not to criticize. REFERENCE: Audrey Grant’s Bridge at a Glance, 
with copies available to check during the game and to borrow. Coffee, 
tea (and sometimes cookies) on hand. Contact castlejune1@gmail.com 
or (212) 744-4637.

Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum
Thursday, March 7  
(TBA pending availability of public tour information) 
1071 Fifth Avenue (at 88th Street)
Explore “Hilma af Klint: Paintings for the Future," the first solo exhibition 
in the U.S. devoted to this Swedish woman artist and mystic (Stockholm, 
1862-1944). This exhibition highlights Klint's "long-underrecognized 
artistic achievements.” ADMISSION: Suggested admission is $10.00.  
If available, a public tour is included at 2:00 p.m.  Luncheon plans for 
those interested TBA when tour information is available.  Contact Alix-
Marie Hall at AMHadvisory@yahoo.com or (917) 621-5495. 
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Congregational Groups for
Fellowship, Learning, and the Arts

Tuesday, March 19 at 6:30 p.m. 
in the Ware Room
The Laymen’s League is a men’s social group. Our goals: To enjoy 
camaraderie, share common interests, and explore ways to help each 
other and our All Souls community. All men are welcome to attend our 
meetings to enjoy food, drink and great conversation.  We are currently 
planning events and creating special interest groups for our members. 
Invitations will be sent before each meeting. For more information, 
email LaymensLeague@allsoulsnyc.org.

Laymen's League

mailto:LaymensLeague@allsoulsnyc.org


Wednesdays, 6:45 p.m. in the Ware Room
Relax around the fireplace with friends and listen to a short story. Then 
join the conversation afterwards…or simply enjoy the company. First 
class readers.  The perfect way to mark the mid-week. Now in its 26th 
year, Stories with Soul invites you to join us for a one-hour short story 
reading and discussion. No prior reading necessary. “A Mecca for lovers 
of the short story” (Columbia Spectator) and a great way to meet people. 
For more information, please contact Steve Michelman, Coordinator, 
at stephenemichelman@mac.com or Teresa Brooks, Co-Coordinator, at 
tfbrooks@gmail.com. You can find us on Facebook: All Souls Stories 
with Soul UU NYC. 

March 6 
Night by Alice Munro, read by Allyn Keiser

March 13 
Cream by Haruki Murakami, read by Nancy Simmons

March 20 
The House of Mourning by Kate Braestrup, read by Carol 
Kirkman

March 27
Birthday Girl and Stay Up With Me by Tom Barbash, read by 
Arthur H. Hopkirk

March host, Jane Colvin

Stories with Soul

Writers’ Group
Mondays, March 11 and 25
6:30 p.m. in the Ware Room
This group welcomes all writers, whether of fiction or nonfiction, poetry 
or prose, published or unpublished, as well as journalists and people 
who work in publishing. All are invited to read their work. Comments 
and discussion are welcome. For further information, contact Marilyn 
Mehr at marmehr@aol.com or Tim Kelley at timkelley1949@gmail.com.  

Women’s Reading Group
One Tuesday a Month at 7:00 p.m. in the Ware Room
The Women’s Reading Group meets one Tuesday a month to discuss 
books written by women that are available in paperback editions. The 
discussion covers the entire book. Books are nominated by members and 
voted upon by the group - usually at a summer potluck called for that 
purpose. 

March 12: Sing, Unburied, Sing by Jesmyn Ward

April 9:     Manhattan Beach by Jennifer Egan
Questions? Contact Mary-Ella Holst at (212) 861-2950. All are welcome 
to join us!
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Career Development  
and Life Design Group

Group Coaching to help you achieve your Purpose 
Thursday, March 14  
6:45 p.m. in the Ware Room
What do you need to achieve your career goals? Topics can include 
your career vision and goals, your résumé and cover letter, preparing 
for your interviews, refining your LinkedIn Profile... All are welcome 
-- no memberships necessary, no reservations necessary. For more 
information, email John L. German german63@hotmail.com -- you can 
send your résumé and cover letter before attending the session.

Workshop: Your Résumé Made Simple 
Thursday, March 28   
6:45 p.m. in the Ware Room
In the job market, the résumé is essential and there are as many ideas 
of how to do it as there are people. Coach Win Sheffield will guide you 
to create a résumé that serves you, that conveys your value and that 
sells you.  Attending this talk you will learn how to make a résumé that 
is as good as it needs to be and in which you can have confidence. You 
will learn how to: Create a résumé that creates a strong impression in 
10 seconds, shape your message to appeal to your target audience, deal 
with gaps, too much experience, too little experience and other potential 
issues.

Win Sheffield is a career coach who believes that the result of a successful 
campaign within reach of everyone is a job you like achieved in a 
satisfying process that plays off your strengths.  Please see his 5-minute 
podcasts at www.winsheffield.com/podcasts/ for ideas about how this 
can be done.

Congregational Groups for
Fellowship, Learning, and the Arts

Thursdays, March 14, 28 at 2:00 p.m.  
in the Ware Room
March 14: Coping with Emotional and/or Physical Adversity
March 28: Dealing with Change
The Circle of Elders is open to everyone in the latter part of their lives. 
Its purpose is to talk about the challenges this time of life brings and 
to share experiences, information, and ways to enrich and make the 
most of these later and more time-limited years. For more information, 
contact Mary Keane at (212) 879-6340 or Keanepsy@gmail.com. 

Circle of Elders

ALL SOULS CLASSIC FILMS
Angels With Dirty Faces    

Friday, April 5 at 6:30 p.m. 
James Cagney stars in this film (1938, 
Michael Curtiz, 98 min.) about the rise 
and fall of a New York gangster and his 
best friend, a parish priest trying to save a 
local teenage gang from following him into 
a life a crime. One of the pinnacle films of 
the 1930's crime genre. The movie starts 
at 4:00 p.m. followed by discussion; bring 
drinks or snacks to share!   



HEART & SOUL RAFFLE AND SPRING FLING!!
Exciting news!!! The Heart & Soul Raffle is 
up and running. You are invited to buy raffle 
tickets to win some fabulous prizes, while 
supporting our outreach programs. The grand 
prize is a Beach Getaway, a pair of JetBlue 
tickets and resort voucher for premium rooms 
at the St. James Antigua Beachfront Resort. 
Other prizes include theater & sports tickets, 
wine and gourmet food prizes and more. One raffle ticket is only $10, 
with discounts for volume purchases.  All are welcome to participate!!  

To buy raffle tickets, please follow THIS LINK or go to the Heart 
& Soul website at http://www.heartandsoulfund.org for more 
information . We are happy to sell you tickets by check or cash in 
Reidy Friendship Hall during Coffee Hour, or you can mail a check 
to Heart & Soul, 1157 Lexington Ave. New York, NY 10028. Any 
questions, please email us at: heartandsoulfund@yahoo.com.

SPRING FLING 
THURSDAY MARCH 21, 2019

To get you into the Spring mood, we invite you to join us on Thursday, 
March 21 in Reidy Friendship Hall from 7:30-9:30 p.m. The event is 
open to all, just let us know you are coming by RSVPing HERE or at 
the H&S website. Enjoy great music, drinks and goodies and you could 
win one of our amazing prizes. We thank donors like JetBlue, where 
several of our dedicated Monday Night volunteers work, and Candle 
79, which provides vegan meals weekly to serve at Monday Night. All 
Soul’s own Marilynn Scott Murphy and Laura Pedersen have each 
contributed theater tickets for a fun night out, while the Reikes family 
is offering Mets tickets. Long-standing supporters of our programs 
including Mosefund Farms, Crystal Lake Winery and Dorian Seafood 
have offered tasty gourmet items. There’s something for everyone! 
Winners need not be present!! If you aren’t able to join us, we will 
miss you and please be assured we will get your prize to you. 

Please join Heart & Soul in celebrating Musica Viva NY in concert on 
March 10, enjoying upcoming contributions from the New Amsterdam 
Boys and Girls Choir during services, buying cookies from our Girl 
Scout troops and more. All of our lives are richer because of our 
outreach programs. 

In the spirit of St. Patrick’s Day, may the luck of the Irish be with you 
in the Heart & Soul raffle as your contribution helps to support all 
the programs and may we continue to live our Unitarian Universalist 
Principles.

Best wishes, 
The Heart & Soul Board

CHARITABLE FUNDS INC.

Congregational Groups for
Service and Outreach
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2018 New York Peace Film Festival
March 23-24, 2019

Free Admission to film screenings

The Twelfth Annual New York Peace Film Festival (NYPFF) is 
a two-day festival that is co-hosted by The Peace & Justice Task 
Force of All Souls Unitarian Church and held at All Souls Unitarian 
Church on Saturday, March 23 and Sunday, March 24. We’ll 
screen 10 films: five full-length documentaries and 2 documentary 
shorts, 2 anime shorts, and In This Corner of the World, winner 
of the Japanese Academy Film Prize for Best Animated Film. This 
year theme is "Films are the storytellers of the past, present, and 
future." We'll screen films with topics such as focusing on nuclear 
issues past and present; how Costa Rica became the first nation in 
the world to demilitarize for investing in education, health, and 
the environment; and how a Broadway stage actor became the first 
World citizen with a World Passport. After each screening, we’ll 
have a Q&A session with filmmakers either in person or via Skype. 

Please obtain a one-day pass via https://nypff2019.eventbrite.
com.

Sat. March 23, 2019 (12:30-9:00 p.m.)
12:45-1:45 p.m.: A Bold Peace (2016, 57 min) Dir. Matthew Eddy, 
    Michael Dreiling

1:50-2:25 p.m.:  3 Short Films
An Unfinished Love (2018, 5 min, World Premiere) 
Facing death with wirecutter (2017, 20 min, NY Premiere) 
This Is Not a Passport Photo (2017, 10 min, US Premiere) 

 Q&A with filmmakers

3:00-4:55 p.m.:  LIFE― The Untold Story of the Fukushima 
   Evacuation Zone (2017, 115 min, US Premiere) 
     Q&A with the filmmaker

5:20-6:30 p.m.: The World is My Country (2017, 71min)
     Q&A with the filmmaker

7:00-9:10 p.m.:  In This Corner of the World (2016, 129 min)

Sun. March 24, 2019 (12:30-5:00 p.m.)
12:35-12:40 p.m.:  How Can You Know ? Where To Go If You Do 
     Not Know Where Have You Been (2017, 6 min)
        Q&A with the filmmaker

12:55-2:25 p.m.:  The Nuns, The Priests, and The Bombs 
      (2017, 87 min) Q&A with the filmmaker

2:50-3:40 p.m.:  Snake Dance (2012, 77 min, US Premiere)
      Q&A with the filmmaker

 *All films are shown in English or with English subtitles.

 *Time and lineup of the films are subject to change.

 *Seating is on a first-come, first-served basis and subject to 
capacity. Please arrive early for best seating.

https://rafflecreator.com/pages/27297/heart-and-soul-spring-raffle
http://www.heartandsoulfund.org
mailto:heartandsoulfund@yahoo.com
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/heart-soul-spring-fling-tickets-56082283620
http://www.heartandsoulfund.org
https://nypff2019.eventbrite.com
https://nypff2019.eventbrite.com
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April Bulletin Deadline: 

March 15
Please send event info to 

Submissions@AllSoulsNYC.org.

UUs for Justice in the Middle East
The UUJME Study Group will meet on Sunday, March 10, 
1:00-3:00 p.m. in the Forrest Church Gallery.  We will discuss 
Chapter 7, “Resistance,” in the 2018 publication from the Israel Palestine 
Mission Network of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), Why Palestine 
Matters, The Struggle to End Colonialism. This 108-page paperback can 
be purchased online for $15, and accompanying videos and other source 
materials can be accessed at https://whypalestinematters.org/.

UUJME also recommends two film events:  

• Sponsored by the Center for Palestine Studies at Columbia 
University: Affective Archives: An Evening of Experimental 
Palestinian Films, discussion with the filmmakers moderated by 
Professor Gil Hochberg, Department of Middle Eastern, South 
Asian, and African Studies:  Tuesday, March 12, 2019 at 6:00 p.m. 
in the Davis Auditorium, Columbia University. 

• On Tuesday, March 26, at 9 p.m. ET, the most recent film produced 
by Just Vision, Naila and the Uprising, will be broadcast as part of 
PBS/WNET's Women, War & Peace II.

 For more information about UUJME contact Karen Steele (ksteele@
mindspring.com) or Deborah Taylor (dft4net0@gmail.com).

Congregational Groups for
Service and Outreach

New York Common Pantry

Every month, All Souls members and friends donate 
money and/or food items to the New York Common 
Pantry. Please stop by the Food Pantry table to 
donate money with a credit card (MasterCard, Visa, 
American Express, and Discover) or to drop off 
goods. On Sunday, March 10, we would love to 
collect:

Canned tuna/chicken/salmon
Dried or canned beans

You can also bring the food donations (no glass 
containers) to the church's Front Office anytime 
and say they are the March donations for the Food 
Pantry Table. Please contact Wiley at WSaichek@
gmail.com to be added to the reminder list.  

Nuclear Disarmament Task Force
Monthly Meeting
Thursday, March 14 at 6:30 p.m. 
in the Dick Leonard Room
Key votes coming up in Congress may determine whether the collapse 
of the Intermediate Nuclear Forces Treaty leads to a new and extremely 
dangerous nuclear arms race. We will be discussing legislative strategy 
and other opportunities for action.

mailto:WSaichek@gmail.com
mailto:WSaichek@gmail.com
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