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In The Spirit...
This is All Souls
In E.B. White’s essay “This is New York,” he writes:
It is a miracle that New York works at all. The whole thing is
implausible…. There is not enough air and not enough light, and there
is usually either too much heat or too little. But the city makes up for
its hazards and its deficiencies by supplying its citizens with massive
doses of a supplementary vitamin: the sense of belonging to something
unique, cosmopolitan, mighty and unparalleled.
I feel the same about All Souls. No one joins a Unitarian Universalist congregation
because we run the tightest religion in the religion business. And the idea of a
community of faith that leads with individual freedom and follows with collective
intention seems, well, implausible. Also, Unitarian Universalists have a longstanding
wariness of authority, both individual and institutional. But we make up for our
theological hazards and institutional deficiencies with a supplementary vitamin of an
extraordinary sort. Those of us who gather at All Souls have a sense of belonging to
something unique and unparalleled. No matter how diligent you search, churches like
All Souls cannot be found on every street corner, not even in New York.
The best things in life are ephemeral and inscrutable. Love, hope, friendship, joy,
contentment: these experiences are hard to come by and easily lost. For this reason, we
build institutions to protect the experiences we value most and nurture their tenuous
presence in our lives and our world. These experiences are unique and without parallel,
and they are altogether worth our best efforts to preserve and nurture them. That’s
why we come together: to lift up our ideals of beauty, truth and justice, to renew our
commitment to peace, compassion and equality, to laugh together at our human foibles
and weep together in our shared pain.
This is All Souls: a sanctuary where we can rest our souls and a temple
where our imaginations can run free.
I’ll see you in church,
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From the Development Manager
Giving With Ease…
I can’t remember the last time I actually
wrote a check, reached into my tote bag for
my checkbook, or even carried cash of any
substantial amount in my wallet. I readily admit
that I have been beguiled by the convenience of
making payments online and by the advantage
of scheduling payments on a recurring basis. And my charitable giving
has become more consistent through the use of online and mobile
technology.
Online giving has increased exponentially every year. Now almost half
of all church giving in the United States is done online by debit or
credit card, and 17% of all gifts are now made with a mobile device!
Your personal giving makes All Souls possible. It is essential
for us to fulfill our mission. But more and more often, life intercedes –
work, travel, health, young children, and other weekend commitments
may keep you from physically attending services every Sunday or make
writing a check and mailing it inconvenient. Online giving allows you
to give at any time, from anywhere in the world, in mere seconds, and
your donation is acknowledged immediately!
Online giving is actually a great benefit to All Souls’ staff. It means less
handling of cash and fewer trips to the bank as funds flow directly into
our account within a few days. And recurring giving - scheduling your
giving in advance - improves our ability to budget, because it ensures
consistency in our cash flow.
In the near future, through Realm, our new church management
system, you will be able to log in to an account of your own to manage
your giving and view your gift history with just a few clicks. It’s coming
soon!
Meanwhile, if you would like any additional assistance or need help
in scheduling recurring gifts, please contact me at Beth-Ellen@
allsoulsnyc.org or (212) 535-5530.
Beth-Ellen Keyes
Development Manager

The Board of Trustees
As we look to the arrival of spring, we also
move closer to the beginning of our ambitious
construction project. By the time you read this,
exterior scaffolding should be up and we will be
in our last few weeks of worship in the Sanctuary
until construction is complete. Your Trustees,
as well as members of the Building Advisory
Task Force, held an open conversation about the
construction project during the 10:00 a.m. Adult
Forum hour on March 31, and will be visiting
Religious Education parents during their Coffee Hour on April 7 to
answer their questions.
Although we explored other places to worship during the Sanctuary
renovation, we will be moving to two services in Reidy Friendship Hall
after Easter Sunday. All fire code requirements for safe exiting will be
met, and we hope to make the experience as close to what we normally
expect on Sunday mornings as possible. However, there is no question
that it will feel different to worship downstairs, without our Holtkamp
organ or the soaring light coming in from the enormous Sanctuary
windows. Hopefully it will serve to remind us why we are doing the
hard work to repair the Sanctuary space, as well as providing an
opportunity to break out of our habits and sit near different people!
Other topics discussed during the March Board meeting included
Annual Giving plans for the remainder of this fiscal year. The
tremendous success of our Capital Campaign has been encouraging,
and yet we continue to struggle to reach our Annual Giving goals. With
a budget comprised largely of staff salaries and benefits, we have to
realize that if we appreciate what the All Souls staff does for us, we
must increase our support for Annual Giving or we risk having to make
difficult decisions. Our drawdown from the endowment over the past
several years is simply not sustainable. Please be generous, and show
us this spring as we prepare next year’s budget, that you appreciate
what All Souls gives to all of us.
As we enter these last few weeks before construction begins, I will be
memorizing the current interior of the Sanctuary (water stains and
all!) and revisiting fond memories of the past. However, I will also be
imagining how wonderful it will be when we return to the Sanctuary in
its new glory – still our old friend, but strong and beautiful to benefit
generations to come.
Julie Brannan
President

Upcoming Meetings of the
All Souls Board of Trustees
Sunday, April 14
Sunday, May 19
Sunday, June 9
Meetings begin at 1:00 p.m. All are welcome to observe.
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New to All Souls?
A Sanctuary for Seekers

Welcome, one and all, to the Unitarian Church of All Souls! Established in 1819,
our Open Minds and Open Hearts congregation fosters a vibrant spiritual community that
nurtures and inspires all as we search for meaning in our lives. Every day of the week at All
Souls, you will find us engaged in faith formation, social justice and service work, and the
creation of the beloved community.
As your ministers, Rev. Galen and Rev. Audette would like to meet with you and support
your journey. Please email us at Info@allsoulsnyc.org to set up a time to meet with them.
The congregation is also eager to get to know you. Join us at Coffee Hour fellowship on
Sundays at 12:15 p.m. to connect with members and friends. In addition, below are some
of our fellowship opportunities for newcomers to learn more about Unitarian Universalism
and the All Souls community.

We're so glad you're exploring our community at All Souls. As one of
the oldest and most well-known Unitarian Universalist congregations
in the US, we believe you will find many opportunities to engage in
service or act for justice, make new friends and grow in spirit.
If you're considering membership, we encourage you to:
• Join us for one of our monthly Third Sunday Welcome Bagel Brunches after the service,
where you can meet one of our Ministers, ask any general questions, and get to know
other newcomers and members of All Souls.
• Take our All Souls Are Welcome Newcomers Class. This two-part class is offered
three times a year and is led by our Senior and Associate Ministers, as well as our
Assistant Minister of Lifespan Faith Formation. Class dates will be announced in the new
programming year in September.
• Meet one-on-one with either our Senior or Associate Minister.
• Connect with our Welcome Wagon Team and get to know a member who can answer any
of your questions and "show you the ropes."
• Sign the Membership Book and join us in supporting All Souls by making a contribution of
record.
• Take part in our Service of Welcome on the first Sunday in June.
• Be an active participant in the life of All Souls!

A P R I L

2 0 1 9

5

Worship and Music
From the Director of Music
ALEJANDRO’S PLAYLIST
Often times I am asked to recommend
pieces of music that can be compiled into
a playlist of sorts. To that end, I would
like to introduce the first installment of
a new series I’d like to call, “Alejandro’s
Playlist.” Below is a list of a capella choral
compositions well worth listening to.
The list appears in alphabetical order by
composer, and covers works from all periods, including medieval and
contemporary compositions. The list also aims to reflect the diversity
and eclecticism that informs my musical taste and programming
choices.
Allegri, Gregorio – Miserere mei

HOMAGE TO PEACE
Duruflé, Poulenc and Pärt

Sunday, May 19 at 5:00 p.m.
at The Brick Church
1140 Park Avenue

Britten, Benjamin – A Hymn to St. Cecilia
Crawford Seeger, Ruth – Three Chants
Duruflé, Maurice – Ubi Caritas
Elgar, Edward – They Are at Rest
Finzi, Gerald – Three Short Elegies
Górecki, Henryk – Totus tuus
Hildegard (von Bingen) – O splendidissima gemma
Josquin (des Prez) – El Grillo
Kodály, Zoltán – Este
Lauridsen, Morten – O magnum misterium
Messiaen, Olivier – O sacrum convivium
Nystedt, Knut – Immortal Bach
Oliveros, Pauline – Sound Patterns
Pärt, Arvo – Nunc dimittis
Rachmaninoff, Sergei – Vespers
Shaw, Caroline – Partita for 8 Voices
Tavener, John – Song for Athene
Victoria, Tomás Luis de – O vos omnes
Wolfe, Julia – Guard My Tongue
Happy listening and stay tuned for the next list!
Alejandro Hernandez-Valdez
Director of Music

Peace, whether it be at the personal or global level, is what most
people want for themselves, their families, their countries, and
the world. Amidst today's ever-changing and fast-moving world,
peace can often feel far away, but great musical masterworks
can always provide a way to unite humanity through shared
experiences. Join the Musica Viva NY Choir and acclaimed
organist Renée Anne Louprette, former Associate Music Director
at All Souls Church, for reflective works by Maurice Duruflé,
Francis Poulenc, and Arvo Pärt, closing our 18-19 season.
PROGRAM
Maurice Duruflé - Ubi Caritas
Francis Poulenc - Concerto for Organ, Timpani and Strings, Op.36
Renée Anne Louprette, organ
Arvo Pärt - Da Pacem Domine, for mixed choir and string orchestra
Maurice Duruflé - Requiem, Op. 9
Pre-concert talk at 4:00 p.m.
Renée Anne Louprette in conversation with Alejandro HernandezValdez
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Worship and Music
JOIN US FOR A VERY SPECIAL
SERVICE TO CELEBRATE THE

Rev. Dr. Galen
Guengerich
25(+) Years of Love
and Ministry
Sunday, April 14
One Service at 11:15 a.m.
SAVE THE DATE
Sunday, May 5, 6:30 - 9:30 p.m.

Anniversary Gala in honor of Galen Guengrich
IN CONVERSATION WITH
Jacqueline Novogratz, Founder and CEO, Acumen

Jacqueline serves on the Aspen Institute Board of Trustees and the board of IDEO.
org, and sits on the Advisory Councils of the Harvard Business School Social
Enterprise Initiative, the Oxford Said Global Leadership Council, the Pakistan
Business Council’s Centre of Excellence in Responsible Business (CERB), and
Social Enterprise at the University of Virginia.
She is a frequent speaker at forums including TED and the Aspen Ideas Festival.
Her best-selling memoir, The Blue Sweater chronicles her quest to understand
poverty and challenges readers to grant dignity to the poor and to rethink their
engagement with the world. In 2017, Forbes listed Jacqueline as one of the
World’s 100 Greatest Living Business Minds.

$30 Req. Donation
~ Jazz, Hors d'Oeuvres, Drinks, and Dessert reception included ~
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Worship and Music
Chancel Flowers
Easter Flower Reminder

April 7

Those who wish to honor or remember loved ones
with special Easter flowers for the chancel should
send their written dedication with their Easter Flower
contribution (generally between $30-$50) to Hannah
Marks at the church by 12:00 Noon on April 14.

In loving memory of
Mary Ellen Bowles
by The Women's Alliance

For questions or for information, please call
(212) 410-4517 or email dmmhmm@aol.com.

In loving memory of his parents,
Mildred and Henry Gray,
and her father, Warren Barnes,
by their loved ones,
Mitchel, Katie and Morgan
In loving memory of
Robert Reynolds
by his daughter, Judy Staples
April 21
In loving memory of
Judith A. Rehak
by her daughters, Alexandra and Melanie
April 28
In loving memory of
Allison Rachel Hammer (1975-1978)
by her parents, Arlene
and Richard Hammer
and in loving memory of
Norman and Martha Nadel
by their daughter, Arlene,
her husband, Richard
and their granddaughter, Emily Hammer
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A ll S ouls
at Sundown
worship in a different light
Led by Galen Guengerich

An Evening Meditation
of Jazz and Poetry
Sunday, April 14
5:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary
Featuring

Etienne Charles, trumpet
and the poetry of

Ellen Bass
ETIENNE CHARLES is the Assistant Professor of Jazz
Trumpet at Michigan State University. Hailed by The
New York Times as "an auteur" (Ben Ratliff), by Jazz
Times as "A daring improviser who delivers with heart
wrenching lyricism" (Bill Milkowski). He has received
critical acclaim for his exciting performances, thrilling
compositions and knack for connecting with audiences
worldwide. In June 2012, Etienne was written into the
US Congressional Record for his musical contributions
to Trinidad & Tobago and the World. Perhaps more
than any other musician of his generation or Eastern
Caribbean origin, Etienne brings a careful study of
myriad rhythms from the French, Spanish, English and
Dutch speaking Caribbean to the table. Crucially, as a
soloist, he fully understands the New Orleans trumpet
tradition, which is readily discernible in his trademark
instrumental swagger, and what famed Crescent City
Pianist, Jelly Roll Morton so succinctly captured in the
now immortal phrase, 'The Spanish Tinge'. He has
performed and/or recorded with Monty Alexander,
Roberta Flack, Frank Foster, Ralph MacDonald, Johnny
Mandel, Wynton Marsalis, Marcus Roberts, Maria
Schneider, Count Basie Orchestra, Eric Reed, Lord
Blakie, David Rudder and many others.

***

Led by Galen Guengerich

One of our most celebrated and widely published
contemporary American poets, ELLEN BASS writes
poems that “pulse with sex, humor and compassion”
(The New York Times). She takes her cues as a poet,
and as a person, from Rilke: “But those dark, deadly,
devastating ways, how do you bear them, suffer them?
— I praise.” Bass has been a Chancellor of the Academy
of American Poets since 2017.

The Adult Forum
Forrest Church’s Love and Death:
My Journey Through the Valley of Death
with David Robb
Sunday, April 7 (and every 1st Sunday)
10:00 a.m. in Reidy Friendship Hall

During his final three years as Senior Minister of All Souls, Rev.
Forrest Church knew he was dying of esophageal cancer. During
that time he created a memoir of experiences and personal
reflections on the mystery of death and the dying process, on loss
and how we humans come to grasp the meaning of these events
for our lives. Rev. Robb will guide us in these monthly reflections
through an intimate exploration of Forrest’s book and how we
come to terms with our own death and the loss of loved ones.
Copies of Love and Death are available at the Sunday Book Table
at All Souls, or by order on the internet.
Reading for April 7: Chapters 10 and 13-16 of Forrest
Church’s Love and Death
Rev. David Robb is Assistant Minister for Adult Education at
All Souls.

The Inherent Worth and Dignity of All
Souls: Understanding Intersectionality and
Dismantling Oppression
with Robert Dottin, Audette Fulbright, and
Elizabeth Hutchinson
Sunday, April 14 (and every 2nd Sunday)
10:00 a.m. in Reidy Friendship Hall

Theme for April: Epigenics: Trauma, Health and
Heredity with Robert Dottin
Exposure of pregnant women to environmental stress or harmful
chemicals can alter the DNA of their offspring with profound
health consequences. Although the sequence of units (bases)
in the genetic code, DNA may be unaffected by these insults,
some bases acquire chemical (epigenetic) marks that can affect
susceptibility to diseases such as cancer. Moreover, these
epigenetic marks are demonstrably heritable for at least a few
generations. This collision of genetics and environment explains
how trauma, exposure to chemicals and drug abuse can affect
the physical and mental health of individuals and their progeny
for generations. Clearly different ethnic and socio-economic
groups may live in different locations and experience different
environmental trauma. Therefore public health and genetic
scientists have become increasingly aware that epigenetics plays
an important role in health outcomes of disparate populations.
Robert Dottin is a Geneticist and Professor of Biology at
Hunter College
Rev. Audette Fulbright is Associate Minister of All Souls
Church
Elizabeth Hutchinson is Associate Professor of Art History
at Barnard College
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The Practice of Mindfulness

with Pamela Patton
Sunday, April 28 (and every 4th Sunday)
10:00 a.m. in Reidy Friendship Hall
In this series on mindfulness, we explore how to enrich our
lives by paying closer attention to the present and gaining
better control of our own minds and bodies. The benefits of
mindfulness range from cultivating wisdom, to reducing stress
and pain, and to advancing social justice. All are welcome
regardless of previous exposure to mindfulness.
Reading for April 28: The Miracle of Mindfulness: A Manual
on Meditation by Thich Nhat Hanh, pages 1-17.
Copies of this reading are available from Pamela upon
request at Pamela@allsoulsnyc.org or from her mailbox in the
receptionist’s office at All Souls.
Pamela Patton is Director of Pastoral Ministries.

All Souls Sangha

Buddhist Meditation with Pilar Jennings
Sunday, April 7 at 1:30 p.m.
in the Forrest Church Gallery
All are welcome — those who are curious to
learn more about meditation, for both beginners
and practicing Buddhists. We continue our monthly
gathering for the practice of meditation. Come and
help create an All Souls Sangha — a community of
people who come together to meditate and study
the practice of Buddhism. We will be led by Dr. Pilar
Jennings, a frequent contributor to the All Souls
Adult Education program and a practitioner of Tibetan Buddhism.
Theme for April: Integration and Progress Learning to Live
with Well-being.
For more information or questions, please contact Pamela Patton at
Pamela@allsoulsnyc.org.

Adventures in Ideas

What Is Desire?
with Dennis DeForge
Sunday, April 14 at 1:15 p.m.
in the Forrest Church Gallery

Physical desire. Sexual desire. Lust. The hots. You know it when you feel
it. And it is a feeling, right? But how does it come about? Is it a result
of what you see? If that is the case how do blind people experience it?
Think back to your childhood. Do you remember the first stirrings of
what you might later recognize as desire? The feeling is so fraught in
our culture it can be hard to talk about, but after a while it becomes
habitual, a reflex. You don’t so much think about it as experience it.
How would you characterize desire in your own experience, and where
does it come from?
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The Adult Forum
Celebrating the Ministry
of David Robb
David Robb, our beloved Asistant Minister of Adult
Education will be retiring from active ministry at All
Souls this summer. We will miss his constancy and
care, and we want to be sure you are aware of the
many ways he is being celebrated, as well as two
special upcoming dates for all-congregational events in
honor of his ministry.
Over this year, David has been celebrated by:
• A special luncheon by the Women's Alliance
• A special evening with the Layman's League
• A special dinner with the Lay Pastoral Associates
• A special presentation and award at our 200th
Annual Meeting
• A special evening with Stories with Soul
(upcoming on June 5)
• A special "Graduation Party" with Adult Ed (date TBD)
• various smaller/private events
We want to be sure you know about two Very Special Celebrations upcoming.
ON THURSDAY, MAY 2, THERE IS AN EVENING PROGRAM TO LAUNCH
MARY ELLA HOLST'S NEW BOOK, THE SENIOR MINISTERS OF ALL
SOULS, AND AN EVENING OF CONVERSATION WITH DAVID ROBB. Galen
will interview David at this special event, eliciting his years of ministry, including his
remarkable work during the Civil Rights movement and his direct involvement with the
Southern Leadership Conference during MLK's life and death.
On Sunday, June 16, David will be preaching and there will be a special coffee
hour party with all kinds of festivities, some of which are secret!
Please plan now to be a part of these events thanking David for his years of service, and
celebrating him into the new adventures he will have in retirement.
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The Adult Forum
As part of All Souls’ celebration of its 200th anniversary this year,
for the next several weeks, the Adult Forum, in cooperation with the
Bicentennial Committee, is presenting a series of programs related to
the history and present continuing ministry of this congregation. First
up will be two panel discussions that will focus on current issues and
groups within the congregation committed to social justice and action.
This will be followed by four sessions that address the role of specific
key women members of the congregation who have made special
contributions to the life of All Souls and our community throughout
its history.
Special thanks to Jane Furse for initiating and assembling the two
panel discussions, and to Laurie Carter Noble and Peggy Montgomery
for preparing the sessions on the contributions of women members
of the congregation to the world over the course of its 200 years of
history.

Sunday, April 7 at 11:15 a.m.:

CARRYING THE SPIRIT OF ALL SOULS TO
OUR COMMUNITY
Moderator: Melinda Beck, journalist, formerly on the staff of
the Wall Street Journal
Panelists:
Barbara Hosein, member All Souls AIDS Task Force
Robin Bossert, founder and director of Navigators, USA
Elizabeth Ames, Peace and Justice Task Force/Immigration
Sanctuary Movement

Sunday, April 14 at 1:15 p.m.:

WHY I CAME TO ALL SOULS AND WHERE
IT TOOK ME: WHAT IS OUR MESSAGE TO
THE BROADER WORLD?
Moderator: John Friedman, Biotechnologist and Managing
Partner of Easton Capital
Panelists:
Melissa Borja, Professor of American Culture at the
University of Michigan
Robert Dottin, Professor of Biology, Human Health and
Genetics at Hunter College, New York City
Deborah Taylor, Architect and member of the All Souls
Building Advisory Task Force, co-Chair of the New York City
Chapter of Unitarian Universalists for Justice in the Middle
East

The April 14 11:15 a.m. lecture has
been moved to 1:15 p.m. (see above)
There will be no Adult Forum lectures
on Easter Sunday, April 21.
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Sundays, April 28, May 5, 12, 19 at 11:15 a.m.:

STANDING BEFORE US: THE LEGACY OF
INDOMITABLE WOMEN OF ALL SOULS
with Laurie Carter Noble and Peggy Montgomery

Please join us as we celebrate the achievements of some of the notable
women who have been participants in the life of All Souls from its
inception in 1819 to the present. The foresight, dedication, wisdom
and courage of these key women exemplify the contributions of many
women to building this faith community and its multi-faceted ways of
impacting our community and our world. These are our role models,
our inspiration and our foremothers.
Over four sessions we will hear their stories and learn how their
spiritual paths as Unitarians and Universalists informed their choices,
strengthened their resolve and helped these remarkable women create
a more humane and just world. Their fields are diverse; from creating
successful philanthropies to crafting enlightening novels, they forged
paths and frequently defied conventions. In every sense they represent
everything a woman could be and everything a woman should be.

April 28: CATHARINE MARIA SEDGWICK:
GRACE UNDER PRESSURE
with Laurie Carter Noble
Upcoming sessions in May:
May 5: Louisa Lee Schuyler and the Rev Henry Bellows: A
Remarkable Partnership
May 12: Three Recent Leaders: Marietta Moskin, Phoebe Hoss, and
Mary-Ella Holst, Dedicated to Moving All Souls Forward
May 19: Living the Legacy of Olympia Brown: The Ordination of
Women and the Women Ministers of All Souls
LAURIE CARTER NOBLE, a member of All
Souls, is a writer and independent scholar. She was
one of the editors of Standing Before Us: Unitarian
Universalist Women and Social Reform: 1776-1936.
Her articles on Olympia Brown have appeared in the
UU World as well as the Michigan Historical Society
Magazine and other publications. She was a professor
of English at Villanova University and was affiliated with Bryn Mawr
College. A long time peace activist and advocate for social justice,
she has focused on supporting children of at-risk families through
tutoring and mentoring. She is currently working on researching and
writing a biography of Olympia Brown, Universalist minister and
suffragist.
PEGGY MONTGOMERY had a long and
enjoyable career as a teacher of secondary school
English literature and composition in Upper
Westchester. In retirement she joined All Souls, and
formerly served as a facilitator in the Small Group
Ministry program. She is currently a Deacon and a
member of the team of Lay Pastoral Associates. She
is also active in the Women’s Alliance and participates in the work
of the All Souls Nuclear Disarmament Task Force, the UU United
Nations Office, and the Committee on Teaching About the UN.
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The Adult Forum
IMMIGRATION JUUSTICE:
WHAT WE KNOW TODAY
with Mary Overton

Sunday, April 7 at 1:15 p.m. in Reidy Friendship Hall
Unitarian Universalists have advocated for immigration justice for decades. Our
UUA President, Susan Frederick-Gray, was an advocate for immigration reform
and an open critic of Sherriff Arpaio for many years in Arizona. Learn about our
Unitarian Universalist positions on justice for immigrants and the many ways in
which our denomination and congregations are involved in immigration justice
issues—offering Sanctuary and legal support to asylum seekers, and advocacy
on behalf of immigration issues at the local, national and international levels.
Understand more about how Unitarian Universalists affirm our first principle
by helping refugees who have left everything they know to seek a better life.
In addition, Mary will share her recent experiences at the border with the UU
College of Social Justice and the work of her home congregation, the First
Unitarian Universalist Church of Austin, Texas in providing sanctuary and other
assistance for individuals seeking asylum in the United States. Come and learn
how you also can be an advocate of justice for refugees.
MARY OVERTON is a member of the First Unitarian
Universalist Church of Austin, where she currently is a member
of the Stewardship Committee. She has previously served as a
member of the Board of the UU-United Nations Office, in New
York City, as a past President of Southwest UU Women, and
was Executive Director of the First International Convocation
of UU Women held in Houston, Texas in 2018. In 2018 she
was also Convener of the Southwest UU Women’s Conference
in Austin. Mary lives in Austin with her husband of 39 years,
David Overton. Together they have two grown children and three grandchildren.
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Religious Exploration
From the Assistant Minister of
Lifespan Faith Formation
Thinking about how YOU want to serve All
Souls next year? A poem as a clue…
Would you like to teach UUs?
Tell me, please which age you'd choose?
I would not, could not teach UUs
that is something I would not choose
I can't imagine where I'd start
I've no great knowledge to impart…
Would you like it if I say that you will come to church one day
A smiling kid will wave and that
you'll be the one she's waving at?
You'll connect with parents, too
and learn what's what and who's with who
They'll thank you for the job you did
in working hard to teach their kid
And if those reasons aren't ideal
here is one that could appeal:
When you teach you just might find
your own beliefs get more refined!
But in my real life I don't teach
Won't these kids be hard to reach?
Would you, could you if you knew
About the kids who'll be with you?
They value interest over skill
They look for patience, heart and will
They just want folks who'll help them learn
Sign up, sign up and take your turn
Alright, if you will let me be
I'll sign up now and then we'll see...
Say… I like this teaching stuff
I don't think I can get enough
Sign me up to teach some more
I should have done this years before
The kids are bright and learn so well
This teaching job is really swell
And everything you said is true
I've met some kids and parents, too
I do so like to teach UUs
I am so glad you helped me choose!
Poem by Julie Enersen, RE Committee, Unitarian Church,
Lincoln, NE
Tracy Sprowls
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For resources and activities on the theme visit our web page:
https://www.allsoulsreligioused.org/family-soul-matters.html

Children and Youth
RE Calendar
April 7 		
The children will start in the Sanctuary
		
Story in the Sanctuary
		
Regular Classes
		
4/5 OWL at 11:15
		
Coming Of Age in Boston
April 14		
		
		
		
		

Regular Classes
Chapel at 11:00
Last class for Coming Of Age
Easter Basket Breakfast 8:45
Women's Alliance knitting at 11:15 in the Ware Room

April 21 		
		
		
		
		

Easter Sunday
Children in Sanctuary
Nursery at 10:00 for children under 6
Labyrinth for all ages at 11:00
Easter Activities!! at 11:30

April 28 		
		

Regular Class
Chapel at 11:00

Each week we ask different classes to bring
desserts for Monday Night Hospitality.
The schedule for April is:
April 7:

4th, 5th, 6th Grades

April 14: 7th, 8th, 9th Grades
April 21: Nursery, Preschool &
Kindergarten
April 28: 1st, 2nd, 3rd Grades

14

EASTER
SUNDAY
AT ALL SOULS

Easter Sunday Schedule:
Children worship in the Sanctuary
at 10:00
(nursery care for those under 6)

Labyrinth for All Ages
at 11:00 in Reidy Friendship Hall
Easter Egg Hunt at 11:30
Roof and Reidy Friendship Hall
Children 6 and under on the roof
at 11:30 (weather permitting)
Older Children in
Reidy Friendship Hall at 12:00
Bring a canned food item for
the food pantry!
Six cans wins a small prize!
Best Easter Bonnet wins a prize!!

Religious Exploration
Traveling Chalice Program
Our Traveling Chalice program is up and running! The purpose
of the program is two-fold: first, for each of us to become more
familiar with an important symbol of Unitarian Universalism
and, second, to connect us to each other and to Unitarian
Universalists beyond our congregation.
Each week a family/household (not just those with children)
will take home the Traveling Chalice, which will be inside
a special Chalice Bag. The Chalice Bag has all the materials
you will need including a chalice, a special cloth, readings and a
journal. Instructions on what to do are in the bag as well. Bring
the bag and all of its contents back to church the following week
so that the next family/household may use it.
Send Tracy an email to sign up for a week at Tracy@
allsoulsnyc.org. Want to learn more about the chalice?
Visit https://www.uua.org/beliefs/who-we-are/chalice.

Help Build a Well in South
Sudan!
We have an ongoing social justice project in our religious education and faith
formation program to help build a well in Sudan. We are working with Water for
South Sudan, which delivers direct, transformative and sustainable quality-oflife service to the people of South Sudan by
efficiently providing access to clean, safe
water and improving hygiene and sanitation
practices in areas of great need. Bring your
loose change. We take the paper kind of
money too! Put it in the jar during Coffee
Hour. The jar is at the RE Activity Table during
Fellowship Hour.
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Congregational Life
Shared Ministry

of UU World)

In my role as Director of Pastoral Ministries,
I have the privilege of hearing about your
gratitude. Galen has blessed us with an
understanding of why gratitude is essential to
Unitarian Universalist theology, and both the
discipline and ethic of gratitude are alive and
well among us. (see “The heart of our faith:
Gratitude should be the center of Unitarian
Universalist theology” in the Spring 2007 edition

We have so much to be grateful for—from the creative expressions of
poetry and music to the teachings of mindfulness which help us see
the great degree to which we can control our thoughts, speech, and
actions.
I’m always eager to hear from you. I’d love to know about your
favorite poems and music. Please be in touch at Pamela@allsoulsnyc.
org or (212) 535-5530.
Pamela Patton
Director of Pastoral Ministries

I was recently speaking with a congregant who writes poetry.
We talked about how easily a poem can express a feeling in our
minds, hearts, or bodies--how liberating, how normalizing it can
be. Sometimes the language of poetry can lead us to insight by
sympathizing with our angst, loneliness, and existential confusion.
Another topic that often comes up when discussing gratitude
with congregants is music. The generous congregants who deliver
Opening Words each Sunday tell us about their spiritual journeys,
and music is frequently mentioned as essential to their well-being
and their experience of All Souls.
I recently read aloud this poem about music at the Mindfulness
class that I lead every 4th Sunday. Actually the poem is about
mindfulness, and it depicts the great degree to which we can control
our experiences.
Another Reason Why I Don't Keep A Gun In The House
by Billy Collins
The neighbors' dog will not stop barking.
He is barking the same high, rhythmic bark
that he barks every time they leave the house.
They must switch him on on their way out.
The neighbors' dog will not stop barking.
I close all the windows in the house
and put on a Beethoven symphony full blast
but I can still hear him muffled under the music,
barking, barking, barking,
and now I can see him sitting in the orchestra,
his head raised confidently as if Beethoven
had included a part for barking dog.
When the record finally ends he is still barking,
sitting there in the oboe section barking,
his eyes fixed on the conductor who is
entreating him with his baton
while the other musicians listen in respectful
silence to the famous barking dog solo,
that endless coda that first established
Beethoven as an innovative genius.
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All Souls BICENTENNIAL NEWS
200 years

Check out our Online Album on the All Souls Website
		
www.allsoulsnyc.org

Attend our Adult Forum sessions on April 7 and 14 (see description on page 11)
Join us for Bicentennial Bagels on Sunday, April 28 in the Ware Room at 12:45 p.m.
Meet and greet our team and talk about all that’s underway.

Join us Thursday evening, May 2 for Potluck Desserts
•
•
•
•

A CELEBRATION OF REV. DAVID ROBB
The Senior Ministers of All Souls book launch by Mary-Ella Holst
Children’s Chalice Art
Rev. Kring’s Pottery Auction

STANDING BEFORE US: THE WOMEN OF ALL SOULS

Please join us as we celebrate the achievements of some of the notable women who have been affiliated with All Souls. Their
foresight, dedication, wisdom and courage exemplified the many other women who have contributed to building this faith
community. They are our role models, our inspiration and our foremothers. In these four talks we will share their stories
with you and show you how their spiritual paths as Unitarians and Universalists informed their choices, strengthened
their resolve and helped these remarkable foremothers make the world better. In fields as diverse as creating successful
philanthropies or crafting novels to enlighten us, they forged paths and often defied conventions. In every sense, they were
everything a woman could be and everything a woman should be. This series is created by Laurie Carter Noble and Peggy
Montgomery.

Adult Forum Panels – Sundays in the Chapel at 10:00 a.m. (also see page 11)
April 28: CATHARINE MARIA SEDGWICK: GRACE UNDER PRESSURE
May 5: LOUISA LEE SCHUYLER AND REV. HENRY BELLOWS: A REMARKABLE PARTNERSHIP
May 12: THREE RECENT LEADERS: MARIETTA MOSKIN, PHOEBE HOSS, AND MARY-ELLA
		
HOLST, DEDICATED TO MOVING ALL SOULS FORWARD
May 19: LIVING THE LEGACY OF OLYMPIA BROWN: THE ORDINATION OF WOMEN AND THE
		
WOMEN MINISTERS OF ALL SOULS

BICENTENNIAL WEEKEND – NOVEMBER 15 - 17
Bicentennial Gala, Friday, November 15

Celebratory, catered Dinners in near-by homes, followed by Desserts and Dancing in Reidy Hall

Lectures and Exhibits
Anniversary Sunday

Would you like to help? Please contact us at Bicentennial@allsoulsnyc.org.
Chris Goodwin & Bill Bechman, Bicentennial Co-Chairs

Honor the Past. Celebrate the Present.
Shape the Future. 1819-2019

Congregational Life

All Souls Salons
Reclaiming the Lost Art of Conversation
Sunday, April 28 at 6:00 p.m. in the Ware Room

In an interconnected world, we often have vast numbers of people we communicate
with, but fewer and fewer with whom we are truly connected. If you'd like to have an
opportunity for new friends and rich conversation, join Rev. Audette once a month at
All Souls for an old-fashioned Conversational Salon.

In April, join us for a conversation on Renewal of the Spirit.

How's your spiritual life? What does it even mean to have a "spiritual life," and is it
different from the rest of life? Does your worldview incorporate a theology?
If not, from what do you draw meaning?
Upcoming Date: May 26

A SMALL NOTE: it really helps our conversation if our Salon participants
arrive on time so we can have some introductions and prepare by going over
with our conversational guidelines together.

Reverence Road
The Reverence Road All Souls Podcast
Each month, join Rev. Audette for this podcast that focuses on you, the members and friends
of All Souls! Our next episode is a conversation with Dr. Melissa Borja, chair of the
All Souls Immigration Justice team. Dr. Borja researches migration, religion, politics, race,
and ethnicity in the United States and the Pacific World, with special attention to how Asian
American religious beliefs and practices have developed in the context of pluralism, migration,
and the modern American state.
Don't forget to LIKE and SHARE Reverence Road podcasts with your friends - especially those
who you would like to introduce to All Souls!
The Reverence Road podcast can be found on the All Souls church website, Facebook page,
iTunes, and on Soundcloud at http://bit.ly/2EWxWGM.
If you'd like to recommend someone you would like us to interview or to share or recommend
original material, please contact Rev. Audette at Audette@AllSoulsNYC.org.
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Congregational Life
The Women's Alliance ALL-CHURCH Spring Event

"My Journey with Clara Barton"
with Holly Atkinson, M.D.

Saturday, April 27, 3:00 – 5:30 p.m. in Reidy Friendship Hall
Dr. Holly Atkinson will speak to us about Clara Barton, the pioneering nurse
who risked her life to care for the wounded during the Civil War. After the
war, in 1881, Barton founded the American Red Cross at age 59, and led the
organization for the next 23 years. A devoted Universalist, Barton became a
committed suffragette and humanitarian. Holly will share with us how she
was inspired by Barton as a young girl to become a physician and how Barton,
heroine that she was, still informs Holly's work today as a human rights activist
and committed feminist. Invite friends and neighbors to hear Dr. Atkinson’s
talk and to socialize with all of us. Strawberry shortcake and other desserts,
coffee and tea will be provided. All are welcome!

ALL SOULS THEATRE PARTY
Sunday May 5 at 3:00 p.m.

Join us for the award-winning play, THE FERRYMAN on Broadway with our very own star
of stage & screen, Emily Bergl in a lead role.
PLACE: Jacobs Theater, 242 West 45th Street (between 7th & 8th Avenues).
PRICE: $139 per ticket. (This represents a group rate savings of 15% of what you’d pay in
addition to saving $8.00 per ticket in service fees.) We welcome you to invite friends or family
members to take advantage of our special rate.
RUN TIME: 3 hours and 15 minutes. Please arrive early. Latecomers
will miss a substantial portion of the first act.
TO RESERVE: Email Laura at LEPedersen@aol.com or call (917)
767-7725. Be sure to include how many tickets you need. Our seats
are FRONT MEZZANINE. If you have vertigo or trouble with stairs,
please alert me IN ADVANCE and you’ll be accommodated ground
level where tickets are $169 (after all our discounts). PAYMENT:
Laura purchased tickets in advance. Please give her a check or cash in
exchange for your tickets.
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Congregational Groups for
Fellowship, Learning, and the Arts
Women’s Alliance
"Music for Food/NYC" Concert
Thursday, April 4 at 7:30 p.m.
Broadway Presbyterian Church
601 West 114th Street at Broadway

Gracie Mansion of the City of New York
Monday, April 22
(FREE public tour with ONLINE reservation)
East End Avenue at 88th Street

The program includes the great Schubert Cello Quintet performed
by an outstanding group of artists, including violinist Daniel Phillips
and Jerry Grossman, principal cellist of the Met Opera Orchestra. The
extraordinary flutist Tara O’Connor performs music by Takemitsu and
Mozart. Contact Orin Kotula at orinkotula@verizon.net or (212) 8654432.

Exhibition: "She Persists: A Century of Women Artists in New York,
1919-2019." Take a spring stroll in the adjoining gardens and then join
early WA tour registrants (by 4:45 p.m.) for a public tour of “the city’s
house.” Art historian Jessica Bell Brown has created a display of the
works of 43 women. This exhibition celebrates both the centennial of
women’s suffrage and New York City as a creative force in the world of
art.

Women’s Alliance Bridge Club
Mondays, April 8, 22 at 2:00 p.m.
in the Ware Room
We are inviting both experienced and new players to join a mix of skills.
A friendly, non-judgmental group, we view mistakes as opportunities to
learn, not to criticize. REFERENCE: Audrey Grant’s Bridge at a Glance,
with copies available to check during the game and to borrow. Coffee,
tea (and sometimes cookies) on hand. Contact castlejune1@gmail.com
or (212) 744-4637.

Women’s Alliance Cinema Club
Wednesday, April 10
Join us for a screening of a current film. The film selection, time
and theater location will be announced by email a few days before.
Lunch afterwards to discuss the film. Contact Maureen Marwick at
maureen31572@gmail.com or (212) 249-0171.

Play Reading at Ethical Culture Society
Friday, April 12 at 6:30 p.m.
2 West 64th Street
Lobby Hero by Kenneth Lonergan. This play, which takes place in the
lobby of an apartment building, asks “what happens when we can’t
trust the justice system?” Performance at 7:00 p.m. Contact Maureen
Marwick at (718) 316-8130.

ADMISSION: To sign up for this tour, Google Gracie Mansion, click
on 'Visit' in the menu running along the top, and fill in the online
registration form below the exhibition description. Enter your own
name/address and the name of one guest. NOTE: Online reservations for
April 22 (5:00 p.m.) were being accepted at the time of this compilation.
Take your reservation details and your government photo ID for NYPD
security at the entrance. Tapas and drinks or other refreshments to
follow the public tour at a nearby restaurant. Contact Alix-Marie Hall at
AMHadvisory@yahoo.com or (917) 621-5495.

Laymen's League
Tuesday, April 16 at 6:30 p.m.
in the Ware Room
The Laymen’s League is a men’s social group. Our goals: To enjoy
camaraderie, share common interests, and explore ways to help each
other and our All Souls community. All men are welcome to attend our
meetings to enjoy food, drink and great conversation. We are currently
planning events and creating special interest groups for our members.
Invitations will be sent before each meeting. For more information,
email LaymensLeague@allsoulsnyc.org.

Women’s Alliance Monthly Luncheon
Wednesday, April 17 at 12:30 p.m.
in the Ware Room
Speaker: Rev. Tracy Sprowls, Assistant Minister of Lifespan Faith
Formation. Topic: Faith Formation in the 21st Century. A look at what
was, at what is current, and at what can be in religious education at All
Souls. Our religious education programs need to catch up to address
the needs and concerns of the modern children of today. And at the
question, “How can we grow Unitarian Universalism for our future
children?” Moreover, why I think changes are due and how to make
them happen. Bring your own lunch. Beverages and desserts will be
provided.
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Congregational Groups for
Fellowship, Learning, and the Arts
Women’s Reading Group
One Tuesday a Month at 7:00 p.m. in the Ware Room
The Women’s Reading Group meets one Tuesday a month to discuss
books written by women that are available in paperback editions. The
discussion covers the entire book. Books are nominated by members and
voted upon by the group - usually at a summer potluck called for that
purpose.
April 9: Manhattan Beach by Jennifer Egan
May 14: Little Fires Everywhere by Celeste Ng
Questions? Contact Mary-Ella Holst at (212) 861-2950. All are welcome
to join us!

Mondays, April 8 and 22
6:30 p.m. in the Ware Room

Angels With Dirty Faces

Friday, April 5 at 6:30 p.m. in the Minot Simons Room
James Cagney stars in this film (1938,
Michael Curtiz, 98 min.) about the rise
and fall of a New York gangster and his
best friend, a parish priest trying to save a
local teenage gang from following him into
a life a crime. One of the pinnacle films of
the 1930's crime genre. The movie starts
at 4:00 p.m. followed by discussion; bring
drinks or snacks to share!

Writers’ Group

This group welcomes all writers, whether of fiction or nonfiction, poetry
or prose, published or unpublished, as well as journalists and people
who work in publishing. All are invited to read their work. Comments
and discussion are welcome. For further information, contact Marilyn
Mehr at marmehr@aol.com or Tim Kelley at timkelley1949@gmail.com.

Stories with Soul
Wednesdays, 6:45 p.m. in the Ware Room
Welcome! Relax around the fireplace with friends and listen to a short story.
Then join the conversation afterwards… or simply enjoy the company. First
class readers. The perfect way to mark the mid-week. Now in its 26th year,
Stories with Soul invites you to join us for a one-hour short story reading
and discussion. No prior reading is necessary. “A mecca for lovers of the
short story” (Columbia Spectator) and a great way to meet people. For more
information or to receive the monthly schedule via email, contact Steve
Michelman, Coordinator, at stephenemichelman@mac.com, or Teresa
Brooks, Co-Coordinator, at tfbrooks@gmail.com. On Facebook: Stories
with Soul All Souls UU NYC.

April 3
Midair by Frank Conroy, read by Dan Cryer
April 10
On the Road with C.T. Savage by Meredith Sue Willis, read by
Birgit Matzerath
April 17
Autumn at the Automat by Lawrence Block, read by Peter Clark
April 24
A Wild Swan by Michael Cunningham, read by Juliet Watson
April host, Teresa Brooks
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Circle of Elders

Thursdays, April 11, 25 at 2:00 p.m.
in the Ware Room

April 11: Acknowledging Our Successes and Advocating for Others
April 25: Family Histories
The Circle of Elders is open to everyone in the latter part of their lives.
Its purpose is to talk about the challenges this time of life brings and
to share experiences, information, and ways to enrich and make the
most of these later and more time-limited years. For more information,
contact Mary Keane at (212) 879-6340 or Keanepsy@gmail.com.

Career Development
and Life Design Group
Workshop: An Introduction to "Infinite Possibilities"
Thursday, April 11
6:45 p.m. in the Ware Room
Infinite Possibilities Workshops are based on the New York Times
bestselling book Infinite Possibilities: The Art of Living Your Dreams
by Mike Dooley.
This introduction, led by Certified Infinite Possibilities Trainers Liv
Dzumaga and Joel Salomon, will teach you the Truth about how your
Thoughts Become Things (so choose the good ones!) and will empower
YOU to start creating your life WITH PURPOSE! Reserve your spot at
joel@salaurmor.com.

One-on-One Clinic
Thursday, April 25
6:45 p.m. in the Ware Room
By appointment only -- to help you get to do what you really want to be
doing, whether it's for pay or not. To make appointments, email John L.
German german63@hotmail.com.
And see us when we have a table in Reidy Friendship Hall on Sundays
during Coffee Hour, from 12:15 to 1:00 p.m., where we provide
individual help. We'll be there most Sundays this month.

24

Congregational Groups for
Service and Outreach
Peace and Justice Task Force

Hudson Valley Sally

New York Common Pantry
Every month, All Souls members and friends donate
money and/or food items to the New York Common
Pantry. Please stop by the Food Pantry table to
donate money with a credit card (MasterCard,
Visa, American Express, and Discover) or to drop
off goods. On Sunday, April 14, we would love to
collect:

Dry beans
Peanut butter

Singing the message of Pete Seeger:
Clean Air, Clean Water, Justice for All
Friday, April 5 at 7:00 p.m. in the Chapel
Sponsored by the Peace and Justice Task Force

Nuclear Disarmament Task Force
Monthly Meeting
Sunday, April 7 at 12:45 p.m.
in the Minot Simons Room
We will be discussing efforts to avoid a new nuclear arms race and to
reduce the risk of accidental nuclear war.

You can also bring the food donations (no glass
containers) to the church's Front Office anytime and
say they are the April donations for the Food Pantry
Table. Please contact Wiley at WSaichek@gmail.
com to be added to the reminder list.

UUs for Justice in the Middle East
The All Souls chapter of Unitarian Universalists for Justice
in the Middle East (UUJME) will meet on Sunday, April 28,
at 1:00 – 3:00 p.m. in the Minot Simons Room. We will screen
and discuss sections of the new film, How Are the Children? Produced
by the United Church of Christ Palestine Israel Network, the film is part
of a curriculum focusing on detention of Palestinian children in Israeli
prisons. For information about the film, see www.hatcnow.org.
For more information about UUJME contact Karen Steele (ksteele@
mindspring.com) or Deborah Taylor (dft4net0@gmail.com).

May Bulletin Deadline:

April 15

Please send event info to

Submissions@AllSoulsNYC.org.
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7

7:00 Monday Night Hospitality

22

11:15 Celebrating Galen’s 25th
Anniversary
10:00 & 1:15 Adult Forum
1:00 Board of Trustees Meeting
1:15 Adventures in Ideas
5:00 ALL SOULS AT SUNDOWN

21

10:00 & 11:15 Audette Fulbright
10:00 & 11:15 Adult Forum
12:30 Talent Show & Open Mic
12:45 Bicentennial Bagels
1:00 UUJME Study Group
6:00 All Souls Salon

28

7:00 Monday Night Hospitality

29

10:00 & 11:15 Galen Guengerich 2:00 WA Bridge Club
4:45 WA Tour of Gracie
Mansion
6:30 Writers' Group
7:00 Monday Night Hospitality

EASTER

15

2:00 WA Bridge Club
6:30 Writers' Group
7:00 Monday Night Hospitality

8

14

10:00 & 11:15 Galen Guengerich
10:00 & 11:15 Adult Forum
12:45 Nuclear Disarmament
1:15 Lifelines Center Event
1:30 All Souls Sangha

		

(see P. 13)

with Religious Education

1

7:00 Monday Night Hospitality

Monday

9

2

6:30 Community Choir

6:30 Community Choir

6:30 Community Choir
6:30 Laymen's League

30

17

10

3

6:45 Stories with Soul

4

11

with Etienne Charles on
trumpet
Sunday, April 20
at 5:00 p.m. (see p. 8)

2:00 Circle of Elders
5:30 All Souls Passover Seder
6:45 Career and Life Design

25

18

2:00 Circle of Elders
6:45 Career and Life Design

7:30 WA Music for Food
Concert

Thursday

ALL SOULS AT
SUNDOWN

24

12:30 WA Monthly Luncheon
6:45 Stories with Soul

		

TBA WA Cinema Club
6:45 Stories with Soul

		

6:45 Stories with Soul

Wednesday

Fridays
12:00 p.m.
Friday Soup Kitchen

A L L S O U L S 		
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16

6:30 Community Choir
7:00 Women's Reading Group

6:30 Community Choir

Tuesday

Tuesdays
6:30 p.m.
Community Choir

E v e n t s 			

Mondays
7:00 p.m.
Monday Night Hospitality

of

Easter Sunday
at All Souls

Sunday

Ongoing
weekly
events

C alen da r

26

Multi-Genenrational
Talent Show & Open Mic
Sunday, April 28 at 12:30
p.m. (see p. 18)

12:00 Friday Soup Kitchen

12:00 Friday Soup Kitchen

19

12:00 Friday Soup Kitchen
6:30 WA Play Reading at
Ethical Culture Society

		

5

12

12:00 Friday Soup Kitchen
6:30 All Souls Classic Films
7:00 Hudson Valley Sally
Concert

Friday

27

20

13

6

2019

3:00 WA Spring Event with Holly
Atkinson

Saturday
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