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Reverence Road

In The Spirit...

“Make a difference about something other
than yourselves.”
~Toni Morrison

Ten years ago this month, Forrest Church, my
predecessor Senior Minister of All Souls, died
after a three-year battle with esophageal cancer.
In one of his final letters to the congregation,
Forrest wrote, “In the love department (which
may be the only department that finally
matters), I have been staggeringly fortunate.”
He went on to say that his family “has helped
keep me alive by loving me to death! And the
All Souls extended family, with your big, wide
all-embracing arms, is — I hope you know this
— second to none. I know how deeply I am blessed, and sincerely thank
you for your many acts of loving kindness.”

This feels like a springboard time. For All
Souls, for my ministry with you, for the United
States, for the earth herself. A springboard
time, when energy is coiling up; there is a
bounciness, an eagerness to just get started on
something new. We know where we are: we're
ready to launch into a different future, to build
up and out of the past -- holding onto what is beautiful and strong and
good, and call into being the substance of our dreams.

Forrest’s exhortation reminds me of one of the home truths of life. Over
the long run, our relationships prove decisive. They make us who we
are, and they give our lives whatever meaning they have. This is not just
true of human beings; it is true of everything without exception, from
music to molecules. We are constituted by our relationships.

Behind the scenes at All Souls, there is so much work that is done.
Volunteers committing hours to writing, preparing, hashing through
ideas, calendaring, planning! So, too, our amazing staff — managing the
day to day, dodging building supplies, putting in earplugs and plugging
in fans when the AC is out... all to create a spiritual home and a place of
wonder, worship, and hopefully — play.

In the deepest possible sense, this means that we are never alone.
Sometimes for better and sometimes for worse, our lives are wholly
enmeshed in the people and world around us. Both as individuals
and as a congregation, our purpose is to build durable and resilient
relationships — the kind that give us ample cause for celebration in
good times and also provide sturdy support when tough times come. On
this sometimes wonderful and sometimes painful journey through life,
we will never walk alone.
I’ll see you in church,

The coming year is going to be a marvel. There are new programs,
like our Connection Circles & Welcome Club. There are events that
celebrate and bring to life in new ways our history, opportunities to
gather, learn, talk together, and make friends. There will be spiritual
deepening, music, and above all — there will be us, together: All Souls
— a community becoming.
Make a special commitment this year, as we spring toward our future.
Commit to being curious, newly engaged, and ready to play. Because
it is the spirit of adventure and a powerful foundation of love that will
propel us into our brightest future.
See you in church!
with love,
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From the Executive Director

The Board of Trustees

TO BE OF USE

The arrival of fall often feels like a time of
new beginnings in our lives long after it has
ended, signaling the beginning of a new
school year. For All Souls, this fall does bring
some new beginnings, but will be primarily
oriented toward celebrating our bicentennial
in November, as well as anticipating the
completion of our sanctuary restoration project
at the end of 2019 or beginning of 2020.

by Marge Piercy
The people I love the best
jump into work head first
without dallying in the shallows
and swim off with sure strokes almost out of sight.
They seem to become natives of that element,
the black sleek heads of seals
bouncing like half-submerged balls.
I love people who harness themselves, an ox to a heavy cart,
who pull like water buffalo, with massive patience,
who strain in the mud and the muck to move things forward,
who do what has to be done, again and again.

Over the summer months, your Trustees met twice to receive updates
about construction, to review initial end of fiscal year results, and to
process the conclusions of the strategic review carried out at the end
of last fiscal year. We will keep you updated this fall as we get a better
idea of when construction will end, as well as about staff changes as
we prepare for the retirement of our Executive Director at the end of
the calendar year.
Change can be stressful, but it can also be very exciting. The Board
appreciates your patience shown in the spring as construction
commenced, and we hope that we can all continue this equanimity
in the fall. We have so much to be proud of – a congregation that
has served as a place of connection as well as a liberal beacon for
two centuries; the success of our Capital Campaign that will allow
generations to come to gather in our beautiful sanctuary; our role as
the home for meal programs that provide nourishment with dignity to
hundreds of those in need each week. Your Trustees consider the need
to right our financial ship as our top priority but always keep in mind
that money for money’s sake is not the point. We need a balanced
budget and robust annual giving for the support of those funds, and
a healthy endowment, to give to all that All Souls is able to do for us
and for others.

I want to be with people who submerge
in the task, who go into the fields to harvest
and work in a row and pass the bags along,
who are not parlor generals and field deserters
but move in a common rhythm
when the food must come in or the fire be put out.
The work of the world is common as mud.
Botched, it smears the hands, crumbles to dust.
But the thing worth doing well done
has a shape that satisfies, clean and evident.
Greek amphoras for wine or oil,
Hopi vases that held corn, are put in museums
but you know they were made to be used.
The pitcher cries for water to carry
and a person for work that is real.

The Board will be continuing our open conversations in the fall, but
please do feel free to reach out to any of us in person, or to the Board
as a whole (Board@allsoulsnyc.org), at any time.

Eileen Macholl
Executive Director

We look forward to seeing you!
Julie Brannan
President
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New to All Souls?
A Sanctuary for Seekers

Welcome, one and all, to the Unitarian Church of All Souls! Established in 1819, our Open
Minds and Open Hearts congregation fosters a vibrant spiritual community that nurtures and inspires all
as we search for meaning in our lives. Every day of the week at All Souls, you will find us engaged in faith
formation, social justice and service work, and the creation of the beloved community.
As your ministers, Rev. Galen and Rev. Audette would like to meet with you and support your journey.
Please email us at Info@allsoulsnyc.org to set up a time to meet with them. The congregation is also eager
to get to know you. Join us at Coffee Hour fellowship on Sundays at 12:15 p.m. to connect with members
and friends. In addition, below are some of our fellowship opportunities for newcomers to learn more
about Unitarian Universalism and the All Souls community.

We're so glad you're exploring our community at All Souls. As one of the oldest and most
well-known Unitarian Universalist congregations in the US, we believe you will find many
opportunities to engage in service or act for justice, make new friends and grow in spirit.
If you're considering membership, we encourage you to:
•

Join us for one of our monthly Third Sunday Welcome Bagel Brunches after the service, where you can meet one of our
Ministers, ask any general questions, and get to know other newcomers and members of All Souls.

•

Take our All Souls Are Welcome Workshop. This two-part class is offered throughout the year and is led by our Senior and
Associate Ministers. Class dates will be listed below.

•

Meet one-on-one with either our Senior or Associate Minister.

•

Connect with our Welcome Wagon Team and get to know a member who can answer any of your questions and "show you
the ropes."

•

Sign the Membership Book and join us in supporting All Souls by making a contribution of record.

•

Take part in our Service of Welcome on the first Sunday in September.

•

Be an active participant in the life of All Souls!

All Souls Are Welcome Workshops
New to All Souls? New to Unitarian Universalism? If you’ve considered membership at All Souls
in the past, or are a new friend and ready to get involved, this class is for you. These classes are our
chance to discuss the principles of our church, our Unitarian Universalist faith, and connect you
with members who will discuss their own journey with our congregation. We’ll be joined by our
ministers, Revs. Galen and Audette, who will share their vision for our church and how we can
individually and collectively invest in this community. Attending both weeks is suggested. RSVP
at Robertw@allsoulsnyc.org or share any questions with Robert at the Welcome Table.

Attendance at both sessions is suggested.

September 15 & 22 from 1:00 - 3:30 p.m.

September 15 in the Minot Simons Room, September 22 in the Ware Room
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Musica Viva NY’s 2019-2020 season puts a spotlight on our resident ensembles: the Musica Viva
NY choir, and our string quartet-in-residence, Aeolus Quartet. Three of the concerts feature the
choir in works for a cappella choir, showcasing their fulsome sound and their versatility. From
Hildegard von Bingen, a medieval-era nun who wrote visionary plainchant from her cloistered
cell, to Rachmaninoff’s All Night Vigil, a Russian masterwork for a cappella choir, the Musica Viva
NY choir will explore the breadth and marvelous variety of choral music through the ages. Aeolus
Quartet returns to Bohemian National Hall in a program of Czech masterworks, including Antonin
Dvořák’s Piano Quintet in collaboration with MVNY’s Artistic Director, Alejandro HernandezValdez, as part of our partnership with the Dvořák American Heritage Association. They are also
featured as collaborators this season, performing alongside the choir, which offers a unique
opportunity to hear music for small vocal ensemble and small instrumental ensemble side by
side. This season is one of intimacy and subtle complexity.
To enhance your experience of the music, join us at our pre-concert talks one hour before each
concert. Each talk features a special guest who brings their expertise and unique perspective
to the evening’s program, uncovering new ways to listen to the music we have planned. Every
concert promises to be an extraordinary experience; get your subscription tickets and mark your
calendars today!

MARIA AND CECILIA: Choral
Music in Honor of Two
Remarkable Women
Sunday, November 3, 2019
at 3:00 p.m.

Musica Viva NY and Trent Johnson, organ
Church of St. Vincent Ferrer
		
		

869 Lexington Avenue, New York City

A CELEBRATION OF CZECH
HERITAGE: With Aeolus Quartet
and Alejandro HernandezValdez
Sunday, February 2, 2020
at 4:00 p.m.

BACHMANINOFF: Spirituality
and Beauty in Bach &
Rachmaninoff
Sunday, May 17, 2020
at 5:00 p.m.
Musica Viva NY and solo cellist
		
		

All Souls Church, 1157 Lexington Avenue,
New York City

~~

Join us for pre-concert talks one hour before
each concert.

~~

A co-presentation of Musica Viva NY and
the Dvořák American Heritage Association featuring Dvořák
and other Czech composers
Bohemian National Hall, 321 East 73rd Street, New York City

GREAT ROMANTIC COMPOSERS:
Mahler, Mendelssohn, &
Rheinberger
Sunday, March 8, 2020
at 5:00 p.m.
Musica Viva NY and the Aeolus Quartet
		

J U L Y

All Souls Church, 1157 Lexington Avenue,
New York City
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COME TO THE CABARET!
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2019
at 7:00 p.m.

Your favorite Musica Viva NY singers will take you on a
musical journey through the American Songbook.
Reidy Friendship Hall, All Souls Church
1157 Lexington Ave., New York City
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Worship and Music
From the Assistant
Director of Music
The worship services this summer offered
many meaningful moments of fellowship,
thoughtful sermons, guest preachers,
tasty refreshments, and wonderful
singing by soloists and the congregation.
Many congregants have shared their joy
at the diverse musical offerings we’ve
explored this summer, including one
service featuring African drummer Kofi
Donkor and another exploring the stylistic
flexibility of Leonard Cohen’s beloved
song Hallelujah. Many thanks to all who had a role in making our
worship successful!
A very well attended Community Choir Broadway Sing-a-Long in late
July was great fun! The response was so enthusiastic that other singa-longs are being scheduled for the fall and spring.

Celebrate the High Holidays at All Souls
Rosh Hashanah Service on Sunday, September 29
at 7:00 p.m. in Reidy Friendship Hall
Yom Kippur Service on Tuesday, October 8
at 7:00 p.m. in Reidy Friendship Hall
			May you have a happy

			

and sweet New Year.

We’re eagerly looking forward to the return of the All Souls Choir on
September 8. Alejandro has chosen music that will emphasize our
wonderful choir’s many strengths and that will sound particularly
beautiful during worship services in Reidy Friendship Hall. You can
look forward to some familiar favorites by Mendelssohn, Palestrina,
Bernstein, and Duke Ellington, and you’ll hear pieces new to the choir
by Amy Beach, Gabriel Fauré, Williametta Spencer, alongside several
arrangements of spirituals by Alice Parker and Robert Shaw.
All of us here in the music department look forward to continued
contributions to the meaningful services held each week here at All
Souls.
Sincerely yours,
Trent Johnson
Assistant Director of Music

Board of Deacons
Communion Service
Sunday, September 15
12:30 p.m. following the 11:15 a.m. Service
in the Chapel
The Board of Deacons is an elected group of individuals who have
given significant service to the congregation of All Souls. Among its
responsibilities listed in the church bylaws is to assist the minister in
the communion service held four times a year. This service is a simple
sharing of bread and wine and is open to everyone. It recalls the life of
Jesus of Nazareth, and no supernatural elements are referred to during
the service. Those wishing to participate should gather in the Chapel
following the service. We hope you will join us.

Trent leads the All Souls Community Choir during
the Broadway Sing-Along in July.
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Meeting of the Board of Deacons
Sunday, September 29
12:45 p.m. in the Ware Room
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Worship and Music
Chancel Flowers
September 8
In remembrance of our sons and brothers,
Keith and Scott Coleman,
September 11, 2001,
by Neil, Jean and Todd Coleman
In loving memory of
John T. Jordan
by Sandra Ekberg and Sabrina Sexton
In loving memory of
Karen Lutter Vasquez
daughter of Jeanne Marie North and Frederik H. Lutter,
wife of Hector Vasquez, and mother of
David, Michael, Jesse and Christopher
by her parents and siblings,
Yvonne, Randall and Steven
In loving memory of
Bert Zippel
by his family

Summer Wheel of Life
With sadness we pass along the news that Madeleine Wein, who,
with her husband Jim Sidebotham, has been a member of All Souls
since 2009, died on July 5 at the age of 68. A memorial service to
celebrate her life will be held on Sunday, October 6 at 3:00 p.m. in
Reidy Friendship Hall.
Alice Jackson, long-time member of All Souls, is at Upper East
Side Nursing Home. Visits and cards lift her spirits and help her feel
connected. We miss seeing her at church on Sundays and at Friday
Soup Kitchen where she was a volunteer for many years.

September 15
In loving memory of
Edith Abramson
by her daughters, Valorie Dawson and Holly Grieve
and in memory of Holly’s husband,
Marvin

September 22
John Watson
We celebrate your Life.
Hanan, Nessim and family

September 29
In loving memory of her husband,
Harry Russell, her sister-in-law, Erika Russell,
and their parents, Otto and Louise,
by Ruth Russell
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Adult Forum
Adult Education and Unitarian Universalist Faith
Formation at 10:00 a.m.
As we did last year, we will have a seminar and discussion
at the 10:00 a.m. hour organized and designed by the
ministerial staff of All Souls.
Occasionally, these seminars will be led by staff and at
other times they will have guest facilitators. Like last
year, these seminars will have an ongoing theme for
each Sunday with the overarching theme being a focus
on deepening and strengthening our understanding of
Unitarian Universalism.
These Seminars start on September 8 (running as
if Sept 8 is the First Sunday) and will continue through
May, 2020. A fee of $10 to $20 per Sunday will help
offset the cost of this program to All Souls. Any
contribution is welcome and appreciated.
On September 8, we will start in the Minot Simons Room
and then go off to different rooms. Each month thereafter,
we will begin in our assigned rooms.

First Sunday: Circle Sunday (Sept. 8)
Connection Circles- Groups of 8-10 people share on
a topic and nurture intimacy, depth, and connection
in their lives. Run by trained facilitators, these groups
meet together throughout the year. Stay the whole
year or just attend one session.
Possible options for Connection Circles:
Spiritual Parenting: How to raise your children with UU
values; how to help them lead lives with spiritual values
such as compassion, the interdependent web, confronting
bullying, etc.
The Creative Prescription with Cherie Henderson: Using
creativity and reflective writing, this supportive community
of people who have experienced the challenges of illness as a
patient, family caregiver or professional provider.
Soul Matters with Tracy Sprowls: Discussions on a monthly
theme and exercises to put these into practice in our lives.
People of Color: Provides spiritual nurture for people of color
as we confront systems of oppression both in the world and
within our own UU tradition.
State of the World: The news and state of the world adds
to our daily stress. A group to check in, listen and be heard,
share, and develop good coping mechanisms.
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Second Sunday: Audette Fulbright,
Social Justice (Sept. 15)
Our second Sunday programs will be an opportunity
to do a little more study together as a justice-making
community. Designed for "first step education" (with
an intention to move us into common action), we'll
do a reading of Robin deAngelo's White Fragility;
consider elements of greater trans-awareness
and inclusion, consider faithful responses to our
immigration crisis/border crisis; become adept at
interrupting racism and increase our capacity to
serve as allies to one another across difference, and
develop spirit-sustaining practices of climate justice
awareness and activism.

Third Sunday: Unitarian Universalism
Identity (Sept. 22)
This seminar will explore the principles, values, and
sources of our faith tradition. We will look at theology,
history, and current issues as well as dive deeply into
what it means to be a Unitarian Universalist. This
class will be used to develop a new adult curriculum
and will be co-facilitated by Rev. Susan V. Rak.

Fourth Sunday: Pamela Patton,
Mindfulness as Spiritual Practice
(Sept. 29)
In this series on mindfulness, we explore how to
enrich our lives by paying closer attention to the
present and by gaining better awareness of our
thoughts, speech, and actions. The benefits of
mindfulness range from cultivating wisdom, to
reducing stress and pain, to advancing social justice.

Fifth Sunday: Music
On these two Sundays, March 29 and May 21,
we will explore the value of music to Unitarian
Universalism. We will look at favorite hymns,
hear new music, and sing together. No session on
December 29.
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Adult Forum
Look Who's Coming! Adult Forum Sessions at 11:15 a.m.
All sessions take place in the Minot Simons Room unless otherwise indicated.
Sunday, September 8

Sunday, September 22

What are We Waiting for?

Journey of the Universe: A Story for
Our Times

with Laura Pedersen

Three-fourths of Americans believe in an afterlife defined as a place
“where people who have led good lives are eternally rewarded.” This
can provide reassurance during difficult times while infusing their lives
with hope, morality, and meaning. How do the rest of us locate those
same comforts, aspirations, and benefits?
LAURA PEDERSEN was raised in the Unitarian Universalist Church
of Amherst, NY, and is delighted to call All Souls her spiritual home
over the past 25 years, where she volunteered for the Booker T.
Washington Learning Center, served on the Investment Committee of
the Women’s Alliance, and is a Deacon. With a finance degree from
New York University’s Stern School of Business, Laura began her career
on Wall Street and then transitioned to writing. She’s a former New
York Times columnist, a playwright, and the author of 16 books, most
recently Life in New York.

Sunday, September 15

The Emerging Alliance of Religion
and Ecology

with Mary Evelyn Tucker and John Grimm
The growing ecological crisis calls for the participation of the
world's religious communities in recognizing the moral and spiritual
implications of the diminishment of the planet's life support systems.
This talk highlights some of the remarkable work being done within
religious communities around the world to bring healing and restoration
to people and land. While acknowledging the limitations of religion,
it also notes the promise for ethical and spiritual transformation
regarding ecological attitudes and practices.

with Mary Evelyn Tucker and John Grimm

The Journey of the Universe film and book , written by Brian Thomas
Swimme and Mary Evelyn Tucker, invite us to reflect on our role and
responsibility to the flourishing of communities within evolutionary
cosmology. How can the life of ecosystems and species be enhanced by
humans, not irrevocably damaged? The Journey Conversations explore
in what ways humans can contribute to the “great work” of building
sustainable cities, resilient food systems, ecological economies, and
alternative energies. As planetary citizens we are asking: How can our
creativity be aligned with Earth’s creativity?
MARY EVELYN TUCKER and JOHN GRIM teach at Yale School
of Forestry and Environmental Studies and Yale Divinity School. They
direct the Yale Forum on Religion and Ecology, which arose from 10
conferences they organized at Harvard's Center for the Study of World
Religions. Grim and Tucker have written a number of books including
Ecology and Religion (Island Press, 2014) and edited the Routledge
Handbook of Religion and Ecology (2017). They are editors for the
series on Ecology and Justice from Orbis Books. They were students
of Thomas Berry and collaborated over several decades to edit his
books. They also wrote Thomas Berry: A Biography (Columbia, 2019).
With Brian Thomas Swimme, Tucker and Grim created Journey of the
Universe, a multi-media project that includes a book (Yale, 2011), an
Emmy award-winning film, a DVD series of Conversations, and online
courses from Yale/Coursera. For the last 30 years, Grim has served
as president of the American Teilhard Association and Tucker as
Vice President.

Sunday, September 29

Paganism and Unitarian Universalism –
Similarities and Differences
with Eileen Macholl

Many Unitarian Universalist churches have formal affiliations with
neo-Pagan spiritualties, typically in the form of having a congregational
group called CUUPS, which stands for the Covenant of Unitarian
Universalist Pagans. This session will provide a brief overview of
ancient and neo-Paganism and will examine some of the beliefs,
principles, and practices that overlap with Unitarian Universalism, and
what distinguishes one from the other. There will be time for Q&A.
EILEEN MACHOLL has been worshipping within the Reclaiming
Tradition of witchcraft for a quarter-century and was initiated as a
Priestess over ten years ago. While working at Auburn Seminary, she
became interested in exploring the range of traditions and practices
under the wider umbrella of Paganism, or earth-based spiritualties,
and she helped Auburn expand its definition of “multifaith” in the
process. She has served as the Executive Director at All Souls for the
past 5 years.
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Adult Forum
Adventures in Ideas
Hierarchies: Are we ever free of them?
with Dennis DeForge
Sunday, September 8 at 1:15 p.m.
in the Dick Leonard Room

Upcoming Buddhism & Meditation Events

All Souls Sangha:

Who's in, who's out. Who's cool, who's not, Who's good looking,
who's not. Who's got money, status, the right job, the right spouse,
the right car, the right address, the right education, the right
friends, (you get the picture). This affects us all our lives, wherever
we are. It informs our sense of how we fit into the various societies
we move through in the course of our days. And how about here
at All Souls, the home of open hearts and open minds? Are we all
equal? Or is it all just high school?

Sunday, September 8 at 1:30 p.m.
in the Minot Simons Room
All are welcome — those who are curious to learn more about
meditation, for both beginners and practicing Buddhists. We
continue our monthly gathering for the practice of meditation.
Come and help create an All Souls Sangha — a community of
people who come together to meditate and study the practice
of Buddhism. We will be led by Dr. Pilar Jennings, a frequent
contributor to the All Souls Adult Education program and a
practitioner of Tibetan Buddhism.

Sangha II:

Meditation and Discussion Group
Sunday, September 15 at 1:15 p.m.
in the Dick Leonard Room
Sangha II: Meditation and Discussion Group is designed to give
All Souls Sangha attendees an additional monthly opportunity
to get together and to get to know each other. Anyone who has
attended our regular Sangha meeting with Pilar is welcome and
encouraged to attend. Please contact Maggie Mullane if you're
interested, or just show up at the meetings.
You can reach Maggie at allsouls.sanghaii@gmail.com.

Buddhism Study Group
September 22 at 1:15pm
in the Dick Leonard Room

Mindfulness as a Spiritual Practice
September 29 at 10:00 a.m.
(see p. 9 for more information)

S E P T E M B E R

2 0 1 9

1 1

Adult Forum
A PRAYER FOR COMPASSION WITH PRODUCER VICTORIA MORAN
Sunday, September 15 at 1:30 in Reidy Friendship Hall
Compassion: A feeling of deep sympathy and sorrow for another who is stricken by misfortune,
accompanied by a strong desire to alleviate the suffering.
A Prayer for Compassion is a feature length documentary that strives to inspire and encourage
those already on a religious or spiritual path, to expand their circle of compassion to embrace all life,
regardless of species, and make choices in alignment with this value.
Drawing on many faith traditions from Christianity and Judaism to Unitarian Universalism and
Zoroastrianism, and the “spiritual but not religious” point of view, A Prayer for Compassion calls on
people of faith and spiritual seekers of every stripe to come together to bring about a world in which
“The wolf will live with the lamb, the leopard will lie down with the goat, the calf and the lion and the
yearling together…”
VICTORIA MORAN is an American author and speaker. She has written a number of books
specializing in both spirituality and veganism. Moran hosts the "Main Street Vegan" radio show and
podcast on Unity Online Radio.
Free and open to the public.

SAVE THE DATE
Rev. Nancy McDonald Ladd on her book, After
the Good News
Sunday, October 20 at 3:00 p.m.
NANCY MCDONALD Ladd has served as Senior
Minister at River Road Unitarian Universalist
Congregation since 2012. Passionate about preaching,
liturgy, and social justice, her first commitment is the
building of relationships that sustain and challenge
us to grow braver in the face of brokenness and loss.
Using her background in community organizing,
pastoral ministry, and worship design, her goal is to
equip colleagues and lay leaders to do the work that
is uniquely theirs to do in the congregation and in
the world. She lives in Bethesda, Maryland, with her
husband and two children.
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Rev. John Buehrens on his book,
Conflagration: How Transcendentalists
Sparked the American Struggle for Racial,
Gender, and Social Justice with a special
focus on William Ellery Channing and
Charles Follen.
Sunday, January 12 at 1:00 p.m.
JOHN BUEHRENS was associate minister at All
Souls from 1987 until 1993. He was president of the
Unitarian Universalist Association of Congregations
from 1993 to 2001. He is the co-author with Forrest
Church of A Chosen Faith: An Introduction to
Unitarian Universalism. His other books include
Understanding the Bible: An Introduction for
Skeptics, Seekers, and Religious Liberals (2004);
A House for Hope: The Promise of Progressive
Religion for the Twenty-first Century, with Rebecca
Ann Parker (2011); and Universalists and Unitarians
in America: A People’s History (2011).
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Religious Exploration
From the Assistant Minister of
Lifespan Faith Formation

•
•

Welcome to a new year! I am so glad to
welcome you back to All Souls after being
away for the summer break. I missed you! This
summer I enjoyed some family time, a few
adventures and many, many lazy days at the
beach. I hope you, too, found the time to enjoy
a slower pace, create a little adventure, and
spend time with those you love. I have to be
honest. I have been so excited about you, the All
Souls community, and all the possibilities that our community creates
when we are together that I even read “church-y” kinds of books while
sitting on the beach. Imagine that!

•

Here is the news about our program. I can’t wait to see you!

Sept. 8
Regular Class
			
			

9:00 Parent Mtg. & Welcome Breakfast
Worship in Reidy Friendship Hall
10:00 Sanctuary Start~Water Ceremony

Sept. 15
Regular Class
			
			

11:15 Coming of Age Orientation 			
Chapel			
12:30 to 2:30 Picnic in Central Park

Sept. 22 Regular Class
		

10:00 Teacher Dedication in service		
Worship in Reidy Friendship Hall

Sept. 28			

Apple Picking!

Sept. 29 Regular Class
			

9:30 Teacher Huddle
Chapel			

Upcoming events for September:
• The annual water celebration will take place on September 8
during the 10:00 worship service in Reidy Friendship Hall. Don’t
forget to bring your water to pour into the communal bowl.
• The All Ages All Souls picnic will be September 15th after the
worship service.
• The Teacher Dedication will be on September 22nd this year.
Street Fair!
• We are going apple picking on September 28th! Details elsewhere
in this bulletin.
• The full calendar is on the website at www.allsoulsreligioused.org
Other news:
• This year, our children and youth will be in the all ages worship
twice a month, except in February. One of the best ways for
children to grow in Unitarian Universalism is to worship with
the whole congregation. We will still have chapel the other two or
three Sundays.
• The Holiday Pageant, which always took place in the afternoon,
has been moved! It will now be a part of the 10:00 worship service,
this year on December 15.
• The Parent’s Association will be meeting the first Sunday of each
month to help you know more about what is going on in the
children’s ministry but also to enable more opportunities for you
to share your gifts!
• On October 20, All Souls celebrates my twenty years in ministry
and my position on staff here with a little ceremony and definitely,
absolutely cake.
• In November, we recognize and celebrate two hundred years as a
congregation with dinner, dancing, and much more!
• Some new things added this year to support parents: Parent’s
Night Out, Holiday Drop-Off childcare in December, Spiritual
Parenting Group, Parent Resource Centers at each classroom; and
social times by age group.
• New this year too: Friends Across the Ages, Council of All Beings,
Congregational Retreat, Tea Party for Mums on Mother’s Day, All
Ages Social Justice Events…
Continuing this year:
• Our fabulous website, www.allsoulsreligioused.org, with all the
up-to-date information about the All Souls Religious Education
program.
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KidCheck for registration and check-in.
The chalkboard outside of the RE offices that invites you to share
on the Soul Matters theme each month. In September we ask,
“What does it mean to be a community of expectation?” Please
share your thoughts on the chalk board when you are at All Souls.
Fabulous teachers, a welcoming and supportive community, James
and the children’s choir, a new drama teacher (Jes), laughter, joy,
and you!

Tracy Sprowls

Children and Youth
RE Calendar
Sept. 1

No Class

Labor Day/Childcare only

See A Teacher,
Thank A Teacher
All Souls is so very fortunate
and blessed to have
wonderful volunteers in the
religious education ministry
who give of their time and
energy each Sunday to helping our children
and youth grow and learn in Unitarian
Universalism. If you see a teacher, thank a
teacher! Other than the big smiles and the
satisfied aura around them of a job well
done, you can identify a teacher by the blue
ribbon on their name tag.
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Join us in welcoming
a new programming year at All Souls
Sunday, September 15
Cedar Hill in Central Park
12:30-2:30 p.m.
All Souls will provide the drinks and pizza.
You bring the games, blanket, and a dish to share.
Please bring a dish associated with the first letter of your last name:
A-H dessert
I-P salads and/or side dish
Q-Z main dish
Please sign up to set up and clean up with
Tracy@allsoulsnyc.org

Fun for all Ages! Games and Activities! Fellowship!

Religious Exploration
Traveling Chalice Program
Returns in September!
Our Traveling Chalice program had a nice break this
summer, but now it is back! Remember, any family at All
Souls is welcome to participate.
The purpose of the Traveling Chalice program is twofold: first, for each of us to become more familiar with an
important symbol of Unitarian Universalism and, second,
to connect us to each other and to Unitarian Universalists
beyond our congregation.
The Traveling Chalice Bag has all the materials you
will need. Send Tracy an email to sign up for a week at
Tracy@allsoulsnyc.org.
Want to learn more about the chalice? Visit https://www.
uua.org/beliefs/who-we-are/chalice.

Water Ceremony
Sunday, September 8
10:00 a.m. in Reidy Hall

The Water Ceremony is an annual intergenerational tradition at All Souls. This
year, the ceremony will take place in
the Reidy Friendship Hall as part of the
homecoming/ingathering service. Water
will be provided. We will pour the water
into a shared vessel and then bless the
water. After the ceremony, some of the
water will be used to water the plants in
the AIDS Memorial garden while some
will be saved for next year's ceremony,
thus connecting us from one year to the
next. Join us!
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Young Adults and Youth
Apple Picking
Saturday, September 28
time and meeting location TBD

Come pick apples and peep the leaves with us
at an orchard upstate!
Transportation plans still to be finalized so follow the
events on Facebook or contact Matt Brandenburgh at
mhbrandenburgh@gmail.com or Tracy Sprowls at tracy@
allsoulsnyc.org for more information and/or to join us on
our trip! Please RSVP, it will help us determine
our transportation needs.

SAVE-THE-DATES

Bicentennial Celebration
November 15-17, 2019

We are beginning the countdown to our 200th Anniversary celebration!
We sincerely appreciate everyone’s enthusiasm as we look forward to an
exciting series of events.
Stop by our Bicentennial table during Sunday coffee hours to learn more
about our plans and how you can help. We are creating the Bicentennial
Journal with tribute ads from individuals, groups and organizations.
Pre-order your copy of our Bicentennial Book, ALL SOULS at 200
at the Coffee Hour Book Table.
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 15
Celebratory Dinners in Private Homes 6:00-8:00 p.m.
$200 (Includes Gala Reception)
Gala Dessert Reception in Reidy Friendship Hall 8:00-11:00 p.m.
$ 50 (Reception Only)
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 16
The Great Family of All Souls Day Exhibits, 1:00 p.m.
Performances, Games, Activities, and More, 3:00-7:00 p.m.
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 17
Anniversary Sunday Worship Service
with Special Guest, Rev. Susan Frederick-Gray, President, UUA
Adult Education: William Cullen Bryant (1794 – 1878): First Citizen
by Laura Pedersen & David Rockefeller, Jr.
Festive Coffee Hour

Bill Bechman & Chris Goodwin, Bicentennial Co-Chairs
Contact us at Bill@allsoulsnyc.org.

Honor the Past. Celebrate the Present.
Shape the Future. 1819-2019

Congregational Life
Shared Ministry
The late American writer, David Foster Wallace,
wrote novels about our blind certainty in
the way we perceive people and the way we
interpret our surroundings. He was a master
of observing his choices; he talked about the
mistakes we make in assuming that our basic
behavior and orientation is hard wired like shoe
size or eye color. He struggled valiantly and
wittily to convey how deeply we need to
be aware of the influence of intention and choice on how we
construct meaning.
Wallace beseeched us to see our blind certainty, our defensive
compulsion to hold fast to certain ideas. In his 2005 commencement
address at Kenyon College, he talked about how a huge percentage
of what we’re certain about is completely wrong, and he used
the example of how each of us believes we’re at the center of the
universe. There is no shortage of material to corroborate the idea
that this is true—it takes a stepping back, a jettisoning of our selfimportance, to see the open space of awareness, the multitude of
choices available to us if we climb out of ourselves. As he put it at
Kenyon, “Learning how to think…means being conscious and aware
enough to choose what you pay attention to and to choose how you
construct meaning from experience. Because if you cannot exercise
this kind of choice in adult life, you will be totally hosed.”
Mindfulness is the key to becoming aware of our intentions and
choices and expanding our awareness. I’ll continue to offer sessions
on mindfulness this year on the fourth Sunday of the month. And
there will be lots of related programming that I hope you will
consider attending:
• All Souls Sangha with Pilar Jennings - learn about Buddhism and
meditation
• Buddhism Study Group with Harry Miller – teachings and
discussion on basic Buddhism topics
• Sangha II with Maggie Mullane – meditation and conversation
• Mindbody Medicine Wellness Workshops with Trish Muehsam,
M.D.
No experience is necessary for any of these programs. All are warmly
welcome. If you’d like to be included on the mailing list with specific
dates and times and reminders for this programming, please email
me at Pamela@AllSoulsNYC.org.
As your Director of Pastoral Ministries, I want to hear from you
in happy times and in challenging times, and I want to accompany
you in both. The easiest way to contact me is by email at Pamela@
AllSoulsNYC.org. You can also call me at (212) 535-5530.
With love and support,

Right Hand of Fellowship
One of the self-evidently amazing parts of my
work as All Souls’ membership assistant is getting
a chance to be in church, every week. I arrive
early on Sundays to an emptier, tranquil Upper
East Side, work alongside amazing volunteers, all
while getting a front row seat (or a view from the
Welcome Table) into the richness of the worship
and community here at All Souls. It’s special.
But I have a (tongue in cheek) confession sometimes, in the heat of the moment during our
gatherings, I say, “Amen!” Which I did not realize until Pride Sunday.
Audette, who, as always, powerfully preached, concluded:
This is why Pride should matter to all of us. It is the celebration of
people who have known what it is to be despised and outcast, and
who refused to allow hate to define us or have the last word. It is the
example of people who, in the face of intolerance and fear, stood up
and fought back. It is the right response to anyone who would deny
your basic humanity: reclaim your pride. Know that who are you are
is worthy, whole, needed. (Truly, if one cannot exclaim amen to the
aforementioned message, when can you?)
Funnily enough, during the hundreds of Baptist services I went to
as a child, I never said, thought, muttered, or even imagined saying
amen. No not once. Because I never really had a reason to say “Amen.”
I was, at best, indifferent. At worst, not into it. Of course, Unitarian
Universalists are free to say amen. I just didn’t know I was capable
of it. But there’s so much to witness and receive here every Sunday,
and it’s hard to know how to react. I just know I want to react. Amen
works.
As Membership Assistant, I feel amen when I meet longtime members
who’ve committed decades to making All Souls a pillar of New York
religious life and community service. I feel amen every time a visitor
takes a chance on us and commits to this community formally in
membership.
On Sundays, September 15 and 22, we’re hosting our All
Souls are Welcome Workshop. It’s our next chance to gather
the new voices and friendships that’ll make moments of awe and
inspiration a regular part of our community for years to come. If
you’ve considered membership and not taken that step, or are a new
visitor and eager to get deeper into the scope of our life here, this class
is for you. Membership is our way of saying, not only can I say amen
to the mission and message of All Souls, I want to live, do, and serve in
amen agreement with this community.
Now, if you are a member here, stay excited. Because this will be a
special year for our church. Whether it’s Audette returning with her
dynamic monthly Salon conversation series, the young adults hosting
vegan potlucks for all ages, or our Bicentennial weekend giving us
a once-in-a-century chance for us to celebrate our history, reflect on
our impact, and renew are sense of purpose in a call to action to work
on behalf of generations to come, this year is full of chances to (re)fill
your mind, stomach, and spirit.
So while this summer has been full of amazing moments, we have so
much to look forward to together this church year. I cannot say this
enough, but thank you for being here - Sundays, Mondays, Fridays,
whenever and however you add your spirit to All Souls. Together, our
community is a thread of stories and experiences that make it easy to
say, feel, and anticipate a future of amen.

Pamela Patton
Director of Pastoral Ministries

Robert Wohner
Membership Assistant
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At the end of last church year, we had the first
meeting of All Souls members and friends who
are interested in environmental and climate
issues. We decided to begin some exploration of
the new UUA Green Sanctuary Commit2Respond
campaigns, among others. September 20 is a
major, international CLIMATE STRIKE.
Join us at All Souls on Friday, Sept. 13 at 6:30 p.m.
for a potluck dinner and planning session. We'll
talk about promoting participation in the youthled #ClimateStrike, as well as plan when and how
often we will meet. https://strikewithus.org/.
This is just the beginning, friends! Join us!
Please let us know if you would like child care by
Monday, Sept. 9.

All Souls Salons
Reclaiming the Lost Art of Conversation
6:00 p.m. in the Ware Room

Our All Souls Salons with Rev. Audette return in 2019-2020. These Sunday
evening gatherings are an opportunity to have deeper conversations about
topics that matter. Once a month, make a little time to sit with your All
Souls neighbors and just talk for a while. Our guided conversational format
welcomes salon newcomers and the experienced alike.
September's Salon topic will be “Possibility.” All Souls chose "possibility" as
one of its core missional ideals; and as we look to the future, what do we think
is possible? Personally, nationally, for the world — let's talk about it.
Salon dates for 2019-20 will be:
September 8
October 6
November 3

S E P T E M B E R

December 1
January 5
February 9

2 0 1 9

March 8
April 19
May 17
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Congregational Life
ALL SOULS
NOMINATING COMMITTEE
Please share nominations for All Souls Deacons and the Board of Trustees
Each November, the Nominating Committee selects five church members to stand for three
vacancies on the Board, as mandated by the by-laws. The Board of Trustees has fiduciary
responsibility for the tangible and intangible assets of the church. In addition to financial oversight,
a primary role of trustees is to discern and serve the mission of All Souls Church. The board focuses
on comprehensive policy-making and oversight – not administrative detail.
Each November, the Nominating Committee also selects Deacons; the Deacons are an elected group
of long-standing members — senior not so much in the sense of age, but by dint of their participation
in the affairs of All Souls.
For both of these roles, the Nominating Committee welcomes suggestions from the congregation.
Please complete this form to nominate yourself or a fellow congregant: https://www.allsouls-nyc.
org/board-and-deacon-nominations/.
For further information please contact the Nominating Committee at Nominating@allsoulsnyc.
org. The members of the committee are: Carol Emmerling, co-chair; Peter Green, co-chair; Alice
Heminway; Cory Labanow (Board Representative); and Larry Reina.
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Congregational Life
Reverence Road

Coming Soon!
New episodes of Reverence Road hosted
by Rev. Audette.
Listen to past episodes at http://bit.ly/2EWxWGM.

ALL CHURCH

Join us for a festive
Coffee Hour as we celebrate

Beth-Ellen Keyes
Sunday, September 15 at 12:15 p.m.
in Reidy Friendship Hall
directly following the Worship Service
Come wish Beth-Ellen a fond farewell as
she embarks on her next great adventure
and thank her for her dedication and
service to our congregation.
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Women's Alliance
Annual Welcome Back Party
Thursday, September 12, 7:00-8:30 p.m.
in Reidy Friendship Hall

The Women’s Alliance kicks off its busy Fall
season with our annual all-church Welcome Back
Party. Come and reconnect with friends and
colleagues for a convivial evening while enjoying
a selection of delicious foods along with wine and
music. Bring yourself! Bring a friend!
“Chill out” with hors-d’oevres and libations for
the entire All Souls Congregation.

All are Welcome.

Please contact Joyce Elderfield with any questions at
JoyceElderfield@gmail.com.
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Congregational Groups for
Fellowship, Learning, and the Arts
Women’s Alliance
Women’s Alliance Cinema Club
Wednesday, September 11
Join us for a screening of a current film. The film selection, time
and theater location will be announced by email a few days before.
Lunch afterwards to discuss the film. Contact Maureen Marwick at
maureen31572@gmail.com or (212) 249-0171.

Play Reading at Ethical Culture Society
Friday, September 13 at 6:30 p.m.
2 West 64th Street
Performance at 7:00 p.m. Admission: $10.00. Contact Maureen Marwick
at maureen31572@gmail or (212) 249-0171. The play will be announced
by email a few days before.

Bridge Club
Monday, September 16 at 2:00 p.m.
in the Ware Room
We are inviting both experienced and new players to join players with
a mix of skills. A friendly, non-judgmental group, we view mistakes as
opportunities to learn, not to criticize. REFERENCE: Audrey Grant’s
Bridge At a Glance, with copies available to check during the game and
to borrow. Iced water (and sometimes cookies) on hand. Bring your own
coffee. Contact castlejune1@gmail.com or (212) 744-4637.

Day Trip to the Spur and Hudson Yards
Friday, September 20 at 11:00 a.m.
10th Avenue & 30th Street
Meet at the street level at this intersection (below the High Line) and
enjoy panoramic views north and south as well as a stunning glimpse
of the skyscrapers adjoining it. On our short walk north to Hudson
Yards, enjoy gardens, 60-foot tall cathedral ceilings at the Coach
Passage entranceway, open space for future public programs, and the
Plinth, a space for displaying art. This section of the High Line will have
the largest trees in the High Line section known as “the Tilt.” As you
may know, the City of New York owns the High Line and works with
community neighborhoods to “reimagine” public space. We will walk
next into Hudson Yards, where the group can enjoy lunch together.
After a group lunch at the food hall for those interested, anyone wishing
to explore Hudson Yards will have the opportunity to do so. “Mercado
Little Spain” is located inside the Shops at Hudson Yards (10 Hudson
Yards) on the street level below the High Line. So we look for you at the
entrance to the Spur, please contact Alix-Marie Hall at AMHadvisory@
yahoo.com or (917) 621-5495.

Tea & Cookies
Tuesday, September 24 at 4:00 p.m.
in the Forrest Church Gallery
Mingle and become better acquainted with fellow WA members, as well
as share ideas for field trips, luncheons, and other programs in which you
would enjoy participating. If you would also like to assist in planning,
organizing, and writing up programs, let us know that as well, just as
others have done in the past.
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All Souls Young Adults
First Sunday Brunch
Sunday, September 1 at 1:00 p.m.
in Central Park (just inside the entrance at E 79th St)
Join us for fellowship and a bite of food after Sunday service. Following
Coffee Hour, we will head out to grab food and brunch together in the
park! We will be meeting folks from 4th Universalist as well, so come
to make some new friends. To find us, come to Coffee Hour after the
service, or meet us in Central Park just inside the E 79th Street entrance.
If the weather doesn't cooperate we'll head to a local restaurant instead.

Vegan Potluck Dinner
Saturday, September 7 at 6:30 p.m.
in the Ware Room
Join the young adult group for an evening of food and community. Bring
a dish that’s free of meat, dairy, and anything else that comes from
animals, or just bring yourself to share a meal with us. All are welcome!

Neighborhood Happy Hour
Wednesday, September 11 at 6:00 p.m.
Upright, 547 Hudson Street (West Village)
Join us for the next in our series of local happy hours, coming together
informally to drink (alcoholic beverages or non) and be merry. This
month we're heading to the West Village, and while happy hour specials
end 7:00 p.m., all are welcome to join any time!

Young Adults and Youth Apple Picking
Saturday, September 28
Time and meeting place TBA
Come pick apples and peep the leaves with us at an orchard upstate!
Transportation plans still to be finalized so follow the events on
Facebook or contact Matt Brandenburgh at mhbrandenburgh@gmail.
com or Tracy Sprowls at tracy@allsoulsnyc.org for more information
and/or to join us on our trip! Please RSVP, it will help us determine
our transportation needs.

Laymen's League
Tuesday, September 17 at 6:30 p.m.
in the Minot Simons Room
The Laymen’s League is a men’s social group. Our goals: To enjoy
camaraderie, share common interests, and explore ways to help each
other and our All Souls community. All men are welcome to attend our
meetings to enjoy food, drink and great conversation. We are currently
planning events and creating special interest groups for our members.
Invitations will be sent before each meeting. For more information,
email LaymensLeague@allsoulsnyc.org.
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Congregational Groups for
Fellowship, Learning, and the Arts
Women’s Reading Group
One Tuesday a Month at 7:00 p.m. in the Ware Room
The Women’s Reading Group meets one Tuesday a month to discuss
books written by women that are available in paperback editions. The
discussion covers the entire book. Books are nominated by members and
voted upon by the group - usually at a September potluck called for that
purpose.
September 10: The Handmaid's Tale by Margaret Atwood
October 8: Migrant Daughter by Vasu Varadhan
Questions? Contact Mary-Ella Holst at (212) 861-2950. All are welcome
to join us!

Writers’ Group
Mondays, September 9 and 23
6:30 p.m. in the Ware Room
This group welcomes all writers, whether of fiction or nonfiction, poetry
or prose, published or unpublished, as well as journalists and people
who work in publishing. All are invited to read their work. Comments
and discussion are welcome. For further information, contact Marilyn
Mehr at marmehr@aol.com or Tim Kelley at timkelley1949@gmail.com.

Stories with Soul
Wednesdays, 6:45 p.m. in the Ware Room
Welcome! Relax around the fireplace with friends and listen to a short story.
Then join the conversation afterwards… or simply enjoy the company. First
class readers. The perfect way to mark the mid-week. Now in its 26th year,
Stories with Soul invites you to join us for a one-hour short story reading
and discussion. No prior reading is necessary. “A mecca for lovers of the
short story” (Columbia Spectator) and a great way to meet people. For more
information or to receive the monthly schedule via email, contact Steve
Michelman, Coordinator, at stephenemichelman@mac.com, or Teresa
Brooks, Co-Coordinator, at tfbrooks@gmail.com. On Facebook: Stories
with Soul All Souls UU NYC.

September 4
The Falls by George Saunders, read by Melanie Niemiec
September 11
Here is New York by E. B. White, read by Miles Chapin

ALL SOULS CLASSIC FILMS
Tall in the Saddle

Friday, September 20 at 6:30 p.m. in the Ware Room
A new cowboy rides into town
and upsets the local powers that
be when he refuses to be pushed
around. Such was the recipe for
many hundreds of Hollywood
oaters. Whip smart dialogue,
surprises at every turn, and a
magnetic performance by John
Wayne elevate the recipe to
perfection, however, in this standout from his early career (1944,
Edwin L. Marin, 87 min.). The movie starts at 7:00 p.m. followed
by a discussion. Bring drinks or snacks to share!

Circle of Elders
Thursdays, September 12, 26 at 2:00 p.m.
in the Ware Room
September 12: Compassion Challenges: Can we make a Difference?
September 26: Family Histories (con’t)
The Circle of Elders is open to everyone in the latter part of their lives.
Its purpose is to talk about the challenges this time of life brings and
to share experiences, information, and ways to enrich and make the
most of these later and more time-limited years. For more information,
contact Mary Keane at (212) 879-6340 or Keanepsy@gmail.com.

Career Development
and Life Design Group
One-on-One Clinic
Thursdays, September 12 & 26 at 6:45 p.m.
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY – to help you get to do what you really
want to be doing, whether it's for pay or not. To make appointments,
email John L. German german63@hotmail.com.

September 18
Selections from Phil Gulley’s Hometown Tales, read by Rev.
Audette Fulbright
September 25
The Loop by J. Robert Lennon, read by Eileen Macholl
September host, Steve Michelman
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Congregational Groups for
Service and Outreach

CHARITABLE FUNDS INC.
Welcome back to All Souls.
In the months of summer, we hope to find time for repose and
restoration, and also to contemplate and plan for what lies ahead.
This summer, the All Souls Board and ministers have been busier
than ever. The scaffolding is up and capital reconstruction is
proceeding. Preparations are underway for the exciting events of our
two hundredth anniversary as a congregation. And, on behalf of the
All Souls Board, Anne Bradley has undertaken a top to bottom review
of church operations that promises the implementation of overdue
and necessary changes that will set us on course as we begin our
third century as a bastion of liberal religion in New York City. Anne,
incidentally, in addition to having served as President of
the congregation, has been a leader at Heart & Soul, having
chaired events that raised hundreds of thousands of dollars to
aid our community.

the New York Public Library under which they provide musical
programs for young children and their families. In March, Alejandro
and a quartet of Musica Viva soloists presented a program at the
Webster Branch of the Library, reprising the concert later that month
at the Aguilar Branch. Music Viva also performed a concert at the
Grant Avenue Elementary School in the South Bronx honoring
Black History Month, as well as two classroom programs of classical
Indian music. Closer to home, soloist Nathan Siler provides much
appreciated entertainment each month for the church’s dinner guests
at Monday Night Hospitality.
Contribute to these efforts at heartsoulfund.org.
With gratitude
Jeff Friedlander
President, Heart & Soul

At Heart & Soul, we too have been planning changes and activities
for the future. A wholly new website is being constructed and
will soon be unveiled. This will make it far easier to keep up with
the congregation’s outreach programs and, so important to an
organization that channels generous support to neighbors in need,
facilitate the process of making contributions.
Our principal source of funding, the annual Holiday Appeal, will
proceed later in the Fall, and we are working on a fun event for the
Spring of 2020, following this year’s successful Spring Fling, a party
which brought together the congregation, and through the sale of
raffle tickets, raised $15,000 for outreach programs.
We have recently expanded our Board of Directors, and I am happy
to announce that Amy Legge has joined us. Amy is a Senior Analyst
for Customer Experience at Jet Blue, which generously donated the
prizes for our Spring Fling raffle. Amy, who is a regular volunteer
at Monday Night Hospitality, now leads kitchen operations. Amy
co-led the successful Spring Fling. Among her efforts has been the
establishment of a program that brings musicians to Reidy Hall to
entertain our guests on Monday nights.
Music is so vital a part of our worship and life at All Souls, from the
glorious music presented by Alejandro and Trent and the choir on
Sunday mornings, to Jazz at All Souls at Sundown and the fabulous
Musica Viva NY season of musical offerings. Heart & Soul helps
provide food for the hungry through Friday Soup and Monday Night
Hospitality, and growth experience for young people through the
Girl Scouts and the Navigators. And through your generosity we are
also able to help to provide the joy of music to those who may not
otherwise experience it through our support of Musica Viva Outreach
and contributions to the work that James Backmon does with the
New Amsterdam Boys and Girls Choir.
Musica Viva, with the support of Heart & Soul, has been expanding
its community outreach. They have entered into a partnership with
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Congregational Groups for
Service and Outreach
UUs for Justice in the Middle East

Nuclear Disarmament Task Force

The All Souls chapter of Unitarian Universalists for Justice in the Middle
East (UUJME) will hold its first fall 2019 study group meeting on
Sunday, September 29, 2019, from 1:00 – 3:00 p.m. in the
Minot Simons Room. We will discuss the rapidly changing events in
Israel/Palestine, related bill and resolution proposals in Congress, and
UUJME’s intersectional work with social justice groups both inside and
outside Unitarian Universalism. Founded in 1971, UUJME is a national
Unitarian Universalist social justice organization; its vision is a just
peace in Israel-Palestine that reflects our UU values of respect for the
inherent worth and dignity of every human being and justice, equity
and compassion in human relations. For information about the national
UUJME, go to https://uujme.org/.

Sunday, September 22
12:45 p.m. in the Forrest Church Gallery

The All Souls chapter study group meetings for Fall 2019 are
all on Sundays, 1:00-3:00 p.m., in the Minot Simons Room, on
the following dates: September 29, October 22, November 17,
and December 15. In addition to these study group meetings, we will
be announcing other events during the fall. Once construction in the
church is completed, we will begin an expanded schedule. Please check
with our Google Group postings for announcements. For information
about the All Souls chapter of UUJME contact Karen Steele (ksteele@
mindspring.com) or Deborah Taylor (dft4net0@gmail.com).

We will be discussing possible actions to support the endangered
New START Treaty, the last remaining nuclear arms control treaty
between the US and Russia. Despite bipartisan support for the treaty
in Congress, some powerful members of the Administration seem
determined to let it expire, although failure to renew it could launch
a new nuclear arms race which would be enormously expensive and
extremely dangerous.

The Nuclear Disarmament Task Force will present a speaker from the
United Nations Office for Disarmament Affairs on the UN's current
initiative to restart arms control talks.
Co-sponsored by Peace and Justice Task Force and the UN-UNO

Task Force Meeting
Thursday, September 26
6:30 p.m. in the Forrest Church Gallery

New York Common Pantry
Every month, All Souls members and friends
donate money and/or food items to the New York
Common Pantry (formerly the Yorkville Common
Pantry). Please stop by the Food Pantry table to
donate money with a credit card (MasterCard, Visa,
American Express, and Discover) or to drop off
goods. On September 8 we would love to

collect:
White rice or brown rice (1 pound bag)
Oatmeal/grits/farina

October Bulletin Deadline:

September 15

You can also bring the food donations (no glass
containers) to the church's Front Office anytime and
say they are the September donations for the Food
Pantry Table.
Please contact Wiley at WSaichek@gmail.com to be
added to the reminder list.

Please send event info to

Submissions@AllSoulsNYC.org.
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6:30 Writers' Group
7:00 Monday Night Hospitality

9

30

6:30 Writers' Group
7:00 Monday Night Hospitality

23

10:00 & 11:15 Galen Guengerich 7:00 Monday Night Hospitality
10:00 & 11:15 Adult Forum
12:45 Board of Deacons
1:00 UUJME
7:00 Rosh Hashanah Service

29

10:00 & 11:15 Audette Fulbright
10:00 & 11:15 Adult Forum
12:45 Nuclear Disarmament
1:00 Welcome Workshop
1:15 Buddhism Study Group

22

10:00 & 11:15 Galen Guengerich 2:00 WA Bridge Club
10:00 & 11:15 Adult Forum
7:00 Monday Night Hospitality
12:30 Communion Service
12:30 ALL CHURCH PICNIC
1:00 Welcome Workshop
1:15 Sangha II
1:30 Lifelines Event

15

10:00 & 11:15 Galen Guengerich
10:00 & 11:15 Adult Forum
1:15 Adventures in Ideas
1:30 All Souls Sangha
6:00 All Souls Salon

8

7:00 Monday Night Hospitality

11:15 Scott Sammler-Michael
1:00 ASYA First Sunday Brunch
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Monday

4:00 WA Tea and Cookes
6:30 Community Choir

6:30 Community Choir
6:30 Laymen's League

6:45 Stories with Soul

Wednesday

24
6:45 Stories with Soul

6:45 Stories with Soul

17 		

TBA WA Cinema Club
6:00 ASYA Happy Hour
6:45 Stories with Soul

12:00 Friday Soup Kitchen
6:30 Climate Action Group
6:30 WA Pay Reading

12:00 Friday Soup Kitchen

2:00 Circle of Elders
6:30 Nuclear Disarmament
6:45 Career and Life Design
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12:00 Friday Soup Kitchen

27

11:00 WA Trip to Hudson Yards
12:00 Friday Soup Kitchen
6:30 All Souls Classic Films

19 		

2:00 Circle of Elders
6:45 Career and Life Design
7:00 All Church WA Welcome
Back Party
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Friday

TBA Young Adult and Youth
Apple Picking

28
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2019

6:30 ASYA Vegan Potluck

Saturday

Sept ember

All Souls will provide the drinks and pizza.
You bring the games, blanket, and a dish to share.

Join us in welcoming a new programming year at All Souls
Sunday, September 15 at Cedar Hill in Central Park, 12:30-2:30 p.m.
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Thursday

Fridays
12:00 p.m.
Friday Soup Kitchen

A L L S O U L S 		
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6:30 Community Choir
7:00 Women's Reading Group

Tuesday

Tuesdays
6:30 p.m.
Community Choir

E v e n t s 			

Mondays
7:00 p.m.
Monday Night Hospitality
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Sunday

Ongoing
weekly
events

C alen da r

