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Reverence Road
“In the same way that Judaism is defined by obedience, Christianity by
love, and Islam by submission, I believe that Unitarian Universalism
should be defined by gratitude.”
~ Galen Guengerich
In October, I was invited to speak to our All Souls Laymen's League, who had
extended an invitation to attend to our robust Women's Alliance. It was a profound
pleasure to join the people crowded into the Ware Room on a Tuesday evening for conversation about
challenges and inspiration.
In the time for questions and response, I was asked about my experience of other Unitarian
Universalist congregations, and how I feel All Souls is different—in good ways, or in ways that All
Souls might learn from those other congregations.
New Yorkers have an almost entirely unwarranted reputation as being unfriendly, but that's even
further from the truth at All Souls. As our new Director of Growth Cecily Millen exclaimed at her
celebratory staff gathering, "All Souls out-welcomes even the hospitality of the South!"
As I sat in the soft glow of lamplight, surrounded by members and friends of All Souls who had set
aside a prime portion of their evening to gather in fellowship, what clearly rose to my mind was
that at All Souls, people have a marvelous habit of saying “thank you”—of explicitly expressing their
gratitude. While there may be superstars of gratitude among us—Betty McCollum comes to mind!
—on the whole, from my vantage point, a culture of gratitude is part of the architecture of our lives
together at All Souls.
Being humans, working on our relationships with each other, I know we're not perfect. My guess
is that many of you have done some helpful, generous thing at All Souls, and perhaps it went
unremarked-upon. But on the whole, the members of All Souls have a spirit of gratitude for what we
do together. And that, my friends, is a powerful thing, indeed.
In a time of relative upheaval, even at All Souls (we on the staff understand well how impactful
different phases of the construction is!), this spirit of gratitude for all that is and is becoming is a
powerful practice. My thanks are with all of you who do and give so much; you inspire me and make
this work a blessing. May we continue to expand this gratitude in every-increasing circles of love and
commitment.
See you in church!
With love,

N O V E M B E R

2 0 1 9

3

From the Director of Growth
As a college graduate moving from the South to the
Northeast, more than once I was cautioned about
the unfriendliness I should expect from my new
“Yankee” brethren. “New Yorkers are notoriously
unfriendly,” they would sniff. “Do you really want
to move somewhere where they don’t even open the
door for you?”
Fortunately, the generalizations of my southern counselors would
quickly be proven false. The owner of my local bodega, the super of
my building, and the cobbler who regularly tutted at the sorry status
of my pavement-worn shoes soon became fast friends. Similarly, the
colleagues I encountered in my internship in Mayor Bloomberg’s office,
my early career as a media buyer and later, my work in non-profit
development, were largely friendly and professional; congenial office
mates, willing mentors and advocates; planners of birthday parties
and holiday celebrations; certainly not the type to slam a door in my
face! These “unfriendly” New Yorkers were instrumental in helping me
build the toolkit to being a better teammate, fundraiser, and leader,
traits that I am excited to bring to my new role as Director of Growth
at All Souls.
In the past weeks, I have had the pleasure of meeting with many of
you, and what has become clear very quickly are your vision and level
of investment in All Souls’ community’s growth, both as a congregation
and from a stewardship perspective. All Souls’ rich history, incredibly
robust justice and outreach offerings, and thoughtful, welcoming
ministry make it a truly exceptional place. And—not for nothing (a
uniquely New York turn of phrase I’ve had the pleasure of learning), I
have never received a more warm welcome than I have from the Board
of Directors, staff, and congregants at All Souls. Between the flowers
that arrived on my desk during my first week, to the conversation
shared over a home cooked meal, I believe that the southern naysayers
of my past have been outright upstaged in the friendliness and
hospitality contest!
I am so excited to work with all of you, and look forward to
meeting many of you in the coming weeks and months. My door
is always open!

The Board of Trustees
This month of November is unusually exciting
because it marks the official Bicentennial
celebration for All Souls, a time for us to look
back and celebrate the history of our journey
together. I hope you will all plan to attend
some—if not all—of our many events
November 15-17. They are detailed on
page 5 in the Bulletin, so I will not repeat
them here. I do want to point out that the gala
dinners in congregants’ homes are a means for
raising funds for all the various ways we will celebrate, most of which
involve no cost. If you are able and haven’t already bought a ticket,
please do and be a part of this festive evening.
YOU CAN PURCHASE YOUR TICKET AT
TINYURL.COM/BICENTENNIALGALA
The conclusion of the event that night, dessert in Friendship Hall, is
separately ticketed if you are unable to attend a dinner, but included
in the dinner ticket.
So many people have worked so hard to create all the Bicentennial
events that I won’t begin to single any out, but we could not have
accomplished all of this without our dedicated volunteers. The Board
is deeply grateful to everyone who has made this possible. I hope that
you have reserved a copy of the Bicentennial book and will show your
pride in All Souls with all of us this month.
Once we reach the culmination of this celebration, we turn toward our
present and the future. Our restoration project continues and while
there are delays (as is standard on all such ambitious projects), we
know that we haven’t put ourselves on hold during this challenging
time. We continue to thrive as a community and we have new staff
members joining us to help us focus on the growth we need as we look
toward our next two hundred years.
Celebrate with us, work with us, and always feel free to reach out to
any of us in person, or to the group at Board@allsoulsnyc.org.
Julie Brannan
President

Cecily Millen
Director of Growth

All Souls is in a time of great transition and opportunity, in the
physicality of where our gathered community worships, learns,
and is fed spiritually, and a growing shift in the landscape of
religiosity. We often hear from our congregants the belief that
communications at All Souls could use revitalizing. To facilitate
those efforts, The All Souls Board of Directors is excited
to announce the enlisting of Vandersall Consulting, a
firm advising churches, faith-based organizations, and
other non-profit entities as they imagine, identify, and
implement their call for the 21st century.
Vandersall will be conducting a communications audit of All
Souls throughout the end of the year and into 2020, as they read
and ingest our communications, and interview key members
of staff and the congregation. They will also explore areas of
possible advertisement in social media and print advertisement.
We are excited to work with Vandersall and to share our findings
with you in 2020.
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ALL SOULS

200 Years

Honor

the

Past

Celebrate the Present
Shape

the

Future

1819-2019
Bicentennial
Celebration
November 15-17, 2019

Bicentennial Events
Bill Bechman and Chris Goodwin, Co-Chairs

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 15
Gala Dinners in Homes, 6:00 p.m.

(Your dinner tickets help to make our weekend possible. Thank you!)

Desserts & Dancing in Reidy Friendship Hall, 8:00 p.m.
Champagne Toast to the Church, 8:30 p.m.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 16

OPEN HOUSE (Free Admission)
Potluck Lunch in Reidy Friendship Hall, 12:00-1:30 p.m.
Old Family Recipes Welcome; All Souls Trivia Contest;
Open-Mic to Express Appreciations for All Souls

Games and Activities for All Ages, 1:30-2:30 p.m.
Barn Dancing, 2:30 - 3:30 pm
WE ARE by Larry Reina, a multi-generational reading, 3:30 p.m.
CELEBRATING HEROIC WOMEN of ALL SOULS, 3:45 p.m.
an open rehearsal for the tableaux vivants to be held on Sunday

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 17

ANNIVERSARY SUNDAY (Free Admission)
Worship Services in Reidy Friendship Hall, 10:00 and 11:15 a.m.
Sermon by Susan Frederick-Gray, UUA President

Festive Bicentennial Coffee Hour, 12:15-12:45 p.m.
CELEBRATING HEROIC WOMEN of ALL SOULS, 12:45 p.m.
tableaux vivants with costumes and narration

WILLIAM CULLEN BRYANT (1794-1878): FIRST CITIZEN, 1:30 p.m.
by Laura Pedersen (Narrator) and David Rockefeller Jr.
as William Cullen Bryant, Abraham Lincoln and Henry Whitney Bellows

THROUGHOUT THE WEEKEND:

Bicentennial Boutique with Commemorative Items and Silent Auction featuring
Unique Experiences and Opportunities donated by All Souls Members and Friends

Honor the Past. Celebrate the Present.
Shape the Future. 1819-2019

Join us on Saturday, November 16
for a full afternoon OPEN HOUSE celebrating

THE FAMILY OF ALL SOULS DAY
Potluck Lunch in Reidy Friendship Hall,
12:00-1:30 p.m.
Old Family Recipes Welcome; All Souls Trivia Contest;
Open-Mic to Express Appreciations for All Souls

Games and Activities for All Ages,
1:30-2:30 p.m.
Barn Dancing, 2:30 - 3:30 pm
WE ARE by Larry Reina, a multigenerational reading, 3:30 p.m.
CELEBRATING HEROIC WOMEN of
ALL SOULS, 3:45 p.m.
an open rehearsal for the tableaux vivants to be held on Sunday
FREE ADMISSION

William Cullen Bryant (1794 – 1878):
First Citizen
by Laura Pedersen and David Rockefeller, Jr.
Sunday, November 17
1:30 – 2:30 p.m. in Reidy Friendship Hall.

Declared to be “the author of America” by James Fenimore Cooper, this early church member counted among
his good friends our first minister William Ware, along with congregants Peter Cooper and Catharine Sedgwick,
longtime minister Henry Whitney Bellows, local poet Walt Whitman, and the sage of Concord, Ralph Waldo
Emerson. Much celebrated in his day as a world-class poet, journalist, and longtime crusading editor of the
New York Evening Post, Bryant was also a major force behind the creation of the National Academy of Design,
Central Park, the Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York Medical College, and the election of Abraham
Lincoln as our 16th President. Lincoln declared, “It is worth a visit from Springfield, Illinois, to New York
to make the acquaintance of such a man as William Cullen Bryant.” We’ll look at how Unitarianism shaped
Bryant and how Bryant shaped New York City and the country.
Laura Pedersen as the Narrator
David Rockefeller, Jr. as William Cullen Bryant, Abraham Lincoln, and Henry Whitney Bellows
Laura and David are both active members of All Souls and with their shared interest in New York
City history created this special bicentennial program about early church member William Cullen
Bryant. Laura narrates while David is the voice of some famous names from the past.

All Souls
200 years

B

B

B

Honor the Past
Celebrate the Present
Shape the Future
1819-2019

The All Souls Historical Society & The Bicentennial Committee
present

200 YEARS

ALL SOULS —
^

Celebrating
Heroic Women
^
^

^
^

Sunday, November 17, 2019
12:45 p.m.
On the Occasion of our 200th Anniversary
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Evoking the spirits of Lucy Channing Russel and five
Schuyler sisters and our modern era
Featuring Miles Chapin and Marilynn Scott Murphy, Narrators;
with Ani Fulson, Su-Bin Lee, Katherine Halford,
Claire Beirne-Freiman, Charlotte Press and Ellie Resureccion
The All Souls Community Choir,
and one pianoforte player

B

New to All Souls?
A Sanctuary for Seekers

Welcome, one and all, to the Unitarian Church of All Souls! Established in 1819, our Open
Minds and Open Hearts congregation fosters a vibrant spiritual community that nurtures and inspires all
as we search for meaning in our lives. Every day of the week at All Souls, you will find us engaged in faith
formation, social justice and service work, and the creation of the beloved community.
As your ministers, Rev. Galen and Rev. Audette would like to meet with you and support your journey.
Please email us at Info@allsoulsnyc.org to set up a time to meet with them. The congregation is also eager
to get to know you. Join us at Coffee Hour fellowship on Sundays at 12:15 p.m. to connect with members
and friends. In addition, below are some of our fellowship opportunities for newcomers to learn more
about Unitarian Universalism and the All Souls community.

We're so glad you're exploring our community at All Souls. As
one of the oldest and most well-known Unitarian Universalist
congregations in the US, we believe you will find many opportunities
to engage in service or act for justice, make new friends
and grow in spirit.
If you're considering membership, we encourage you to:
• Join us for one of our monthly Third Sunday Welcome Bagel Brunches after the service,
where you can meet one of our Ministers, ask any general questions, and get to know
other newcomers and members of All Souls.
• Take our All Souls Are Welcome Newcomers Class. This two-part class is offered
three times a year and is led by our Senior and Associate Ministers, as well as our
Assistant Minister of Lifespan Faith Formation. Class dates will be announced in the
new programming year in September.
• Meet one-on-one with either our Senior or Associate Minister.
• Connect with our Welcome Wagon Team and get to know a member who can answer
any of your questions and "show you the ropes."
• Sign the Membership Book and join us in supporting All Souls by making a contribution
of record.
• Take part in our Service of Welcome on the first Sunday in Summer.
• Be an active participant in the life of All Souls!

N O V E M B E R

2 0 1 9

9

MARIA AND CECILIA
Choral music in honor of two remarkable women

Sunday, Nov ,
3pm at Church of St. Vincent Ferrer, 866 Lexington Ave., New York, NY
Pre-concert talk at pm at the Church of St. Vincent Ferrer.
St. Cecilia, patron saint of music, and Mary, the mother of Jesus, are two of the central ﬁgures of devotion
in the Catholic tradition. Musica Viva NY explores works in honor of these two remarkable women.

Tickets
$$$ general admission

Worship and Music
From the Director of Music
We at All Souls are extremely fortunate to
be able to enjoy the benefits of hearing a
wonderful semi-professional choir most
Sundays of the year. Most churches,
including some in New York City with a large
congregation, don’t enjoy such privilege. For
decades, All Souls has invested in its music
program and the benefits of such commitment
continue to inspire our congregation and
enrich our church week after week. The All Souls Choir is comprised
of a core of 12 professional singers (who also serve as soloists) and
a group of 20 dedicated volunteers. Our choir is not only inspiring
musically, it is also inspiring in its members’ commitment to our
program. Each individual member dedicates a significant number
of hours to prepare music, attend rehearsals, and perform during
worship and for the highly-regarded Musica Viva NY series. Some
of them have done so for many, many years as they juggle their
professional and personal lives.
One of the very few
downsides of belonging
to a group-based musical
organization is that
individualism has to
often make room for a
group identity that tends
to obscure the personal
contributions of each
member. As the leader
of this wonderful group
I often learn how appreciative our church is of the choir as a whole
but, although I often relay your messages to them, I feel that it is
time you got to hear from them, and they from you directly, and yes,
individually.

Sing with the
Community Choir!
Come Sing With Us!
Do you like to sing? Can you carry a tune? If so, you
should sing with the Community Choir this season!
We rehearse each Tuesday evening from 6:30-7:30
p.m. in the Chapel. You don't have to be able to read
music (it does help though) or sing like Pavarotti.
All you need is a love of music and a willingness
to share the joy of music with others. We will sing
music of many different styles, from many lands,
and prepare music to sing in church. We learn about
music and singing, enjoy each other's company, AND
have fun at the same time.
For more information, please contact Bryan
McNamara or Trent Johnson in the Music Office at
(212) 535-5530 or Info@allsoulsnyc.org.

Beginning with the month of December, the All Souls
music department will present columns introducing each
chorister to our congregation. The columns will be formatted
in the manner of an interview; through them we will learn what
motivates choristers to be a part of this group, what inspires them,
what their favorite music is, and what connected them to music in
the first place. We would also like to learn a little more about what
they do outside of All Souls and Musica Viva NY. In addition, we
would like to know whether you have questions for our choristers.
You might be curious about how they got connected to the group in
the first place or may be wondering what their most cherished choirrelated memory is. Please send your questions to Bryan McNamara at
Bryan@allsounsnyc.org.
We look forward to sharing the truly remarkable gifts of the All
Souls choir for many years to come. As the leader of this invaluable
group of individuals I cannot express how fortunate I feel to be in my
position. They are truly like family to me.
In gratitude,
Alejandro Hernandez-Valdez
Director of Music
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Worship and Music
Chancel Flowers
November 10

November 24

In loving memory of
Fredric Garonzik
by his family

In loving memory of
Phyllis Scott Murphy and
Murphy Scott Murphy
by Marilynn Scott Murphy

In loving memory of her father,
Robert Charles Falck,
and her grandparents,
Jean and Jules Falck
and Iphigenia and Louis Torlides,
and his grandparents,
Catherine and Angelo Reina
and Angelina and Andrew Chiuppi,
by Maria and Larry Reina

In loving memory of
Gordon S. Rentschler
by his daughter, Susan R. Witter

To dedicate Chancel Flowers to remember loved ones
who are deceased or honor special people or joyous
occasions, please email Hannah Marks at
dmmhmm@aol.com or call (212) 410-4517.

In loving memory of
Judith Pelfrey
by her daughter, Candyce Pelfrey Kannengieser
In loving memory of her parents,
Molly and Irving Benjamin
by Lynda and Jim Yacopino

November 17
In gratitude for
C. William (Bill) Bechman,
volunteer extraordinaire
Bicentennial Committee Co-Chair,
Laymen's League founder,
Heart & Soul Fund President Emeritus,
All Souls' Board of Trustees past president,
Musica Viva Board of Trustees,
AIDS Task Force volunteer, and much more
In loving recognition of
all the ministers, past and present,
who embody the spirit of All Souls
and bring so much to our lives here.
by the Deacons
In loving memory of
C. K. Poe Fratt
by his daughter, Laura
her husband, Michael Isby,
and their children, Alexander and Lolly
In loving memory of
Jerry Alger and Yvonne Quinlan
by their brother, Guy Quinlan

N O V E M B E R

2 0 1 9

September/October Wheel of Life
With sadness and in special appreciation of a life filled with
achievement, joy, happiness, and peace, we mark the death of Olga
Albertha DeGouttes, 88, on September 5. An All Souls member
since 2002, she contributed with energy and spirit to the Women’s
Alliance, the Women’s Reading Group, the Caring Team, and the
Circle of Elders. She was also honored with membership in the Clara
Barton Sisterhood of the Unitarian Universalist Women’s Federation.
Olga’s last project, Sammy’s Educational Opportunity Center
dedicated in memory of her father, was built for the community of her
birth, Danvers Pen in Jamaica, WI, to give technical and educational
assistance to children and young adults. We extend sympathies and
condolences to her daughter Maxcine. A memorial in the Sanctuary
will be held in Olga’s honor in 2020.
A memorial service celebrating the life of Madeline Wein
Sidebotham was held on Sunday, October 6 at 3:00 p.m. in Reidy
Friendship Hall.
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Adult Forum
Adult Education and Unitarian Universalist Faith
Formation at 10:00 a.m.
A seminar and discussion at the 10:00 a.m. hour organized and designed by the ministerial staff of All Souls. Occasionally,
these seminars will be led by staff and at other times they will have guest facilitators. These seminars have an ongoing
theme for each Sunday with the overarching theme being a focus on deepening and strengthening our understanding of
Unitarian Universalism. A fee of $10 to $20 per Sunday will help offset the cost of this program to All Souls.
Any contribution is welcome and appreciated.
FIRST SUNDAY: CONNECTION CIRCLE SUNDAY
(November 3) Sessions at 10:00 and 11:15 a.m.
The Creative Prescription with Cherie Henderson (10:00
a.m.) - Using creativity and reflective writing, this is a supportive
community for people who have experienced the challenges of illness as
a patient, family caregiver or professional provider.
(Minot Simons Room)
Climate and Faith with Stacey Mitchell (10:00 a.m.) - Many of
us are keenly aware we face a climate crisis. But how does faith respond
to such a moment? We will explore Christian, Humanist, Buddhist,
Unitarian Universalist, Native American, and Jewish perspectives to this
question—a different tradition each month. (Galen's Office)
Soul Matters with Tracy Sprowls (11:15 a.m.) - Discussions on a
monthly theme and exercises to put these into practice in our lives. The
theme for November is Attention. (Galen's Office)
Spiritual Parenting with Jean Clarkson (11:15 a.m.) - How
to raise your children with UU values; how to help them lead lives
with spiritual values such as compassion, the interdependent web,
confronting bullying, etc. (Audette's Office)
Caregivers Support with Susan Cooper (11:15 a.m.) - This group
provides an opportunity to connect with others who understand. The
group meets once a month to learn, laugh, complain, share stories,
connect, and ask questions. Whether you are caring for a family
member, a friend, or a loved one, whether they or you are old or young—
come take care of yourself. (Room 3A)

SECOND SUNDAY: SOCIAL JUSTICE
(November 10)
Families and Prison: Why Everyone Should
Care
Join us as we consider the impact of incarceration
on families and communities and the AFJ model of
engaging family members and formerly incarcerated
people in bringing about change.

THIRD SUNDAY: UNITARIAN UNIVERSALISM
IDENTITY (November 17)
This seminar explores the principles, values, and sources
of our faith tradition. We will look at theology, history,
and current issues as well as dive deeply into what it
means to be a Unitarian Universalist. Today we take a
look at All Souls history and its intersection with our five
smooth stones model. Led by Rev. Dr. Susan V. Rak.
THE REVEREND DR. SUSAN VERONICA RAK
has been a Unitarian Universalist since the early 70's and Unitarian
Universalist Minister since 1996. She and her spouse, Dr. Mary Chinery
(Dean of the School of Arts & Sciences, Georgian Court University,
Lakewood NJ) reside in Asbury Park, NJ.

FOURTH SUNDAY: MINDFULNESS AS
SPIRITUAL PRACTICE (November 24)
In this series on mindfulness, we explore how to enrich
our lives by paying closer attention to the present and
by gaining better awareness of our thoughts, speech,
and actions. The benefits of mindfulness range from
cultivating wisdom, to reducing stress and pain, to
advancing social justice.
Reading for November 24: Mindful Eating: The Art
of Presence While You Eat by Joseph B. Nelson: https://tinyurl.com/
y3pfl2v4, and an article from the New York Times, "Mindful Eating as
Food for Thought" by Jeff Gordinier: https://tinyurl.com/y5ckfq2l.
If you have trouble with these links, you can pick up a printed copy of
this reading from the receptionist at the church (they are in Pamela's
mailbox).
PAMELA PATTON is responsible for coordinating all pastoral
matters at All Souls. Pamela also runs the Buddhist, Meditation, and
Mindfulness programming at the church. In addition to considering
herself a Unitarian Universalist, Pamela is a practicing Buddhist.
Pamela has an M.Div. from Union Theological Seminary. She is
pursuing certification in hospital/hospice chaplaincy.

KING DOWNING is outreach director at the Alliance of Families
for Justice. He is also a lawyer and founder of the Human RightsRacial Justice Center. H2RJ advocates and organizes for criminal and
economic justice. Through H2RJ he was part of such projects as the
Ferguson Legal Defense Committee, Standing Rock legal support,
Nicole Bell’s Sean Bell Justice Project, and Mothers Against Police
Brutality. King is also co-host of Waking Up, the WBAI’s morning drive
radio show, and an independent news and film producer. King is also a
musician, and tries his hand at “sit down” comedy.
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Adult Forum
All sessions take place in the Minot Simons Room unless otherwise indicated.
Sunday, November 3 at 11:15 a.m.

Sunday, November 17 at 11:15 a.m.

On Belonging

with Professor Richard Larshan
What do we mean by “belonging”? And is there any difference
between the accompanying prepositions “to” or “with”? Discussing
Walt Whitman’s “Crossing Brooklyn Ferry,” Adolf Loos’s “Poor Little
Rich Man,” and William Faulkner’s “A Rose for Emily” can provide
better understanding of both the works themselves and of their larger
implications: Belonging as a sense of oneness with others and the
universe? Belonging as ownership of property? Belonging as a form of
control against the threatening abyss? To have and to have not.
RICHARD LARSCHAN is an English Professor
Emeritus at the University of MassachusettsDartmouth. He earned his PhD from UC Berkeley
with a dissertation on Jonathan Swift. His academic
honors include two Fulbrights and four NEH
summer grants. His publications include a critical
introduction to GULLIVER’S TRAVELS and a
co-authored book for cancer patients, along with
various scholarly articles. He has also written and produced two
videos about Sylvia Plath, was featured in a televised biography of
Plath, and is cited in a half-dozen scholarly books on Plath.

Sunday, November 10 at 11:15 a.m.

A Reading of Moby-Dick by Herman Melville
with Bill Bechman and Lois Coleman

In celebration and honor of the Bicentennial of All Souls, Lois and Bill
offer a reading of excerpts from Herman Melville's opus work, MobyDick. Herman Melville and his wife, Elizabeth rented a pew at All
Souls for many years.
LOIS COLEMAN has been a member of All Souls
since 2009, and is a member of the Bicentennial
Committee, co-producing the Bicentennial book,
All Souls at 200, and planning our celebratory
events. She is a retired teacher and librarian.
BILL BECHMAN is the co-chair of the
Bicentennial Committee. A former Human
Resources manager, Bill splits his time between
New York and Florida.

Home at Last - A Journey Toward Higher
Consciousness

Sunday, November 24 at 11:15 a.m.

Home At Last takes the reader on a profound journey on the road
toward enlightenment based on the author's direct experience of
deep meditation. It talks about how an average individual can reach
that ultimate state of union with all of life. How an enlightened
consciousness navigates and integrates our given life thereafter. That
union is the purpose and the ultimate goal of human existence.

Thomas Haines, in dialogue with Laura Pedersen, about his book,
A Curious Life. It is a “funny, moving, and surprising story of
how Thomas Haines—who grew up in the famed Graham School
orphanage—became a prominent scientist, social activist, New York
City landlord, educator, and founder of the City University of New
York Medical School.”

with Sarada Chiruvolu

SARADA CHIRUVOLU left a pharmaceutical
career to pursue a spiritual calling. She set out on a
unique journey that has taken her toward attaining
realization of Self or Enlightenment through many
years of deep meditation. She lives in Princeton,
NJ. She travels extensively to other countries and
annually to India.
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A Curious Life

with Thomas Haines

THOMAS HENRY HAINES is a visiting
professor of biochemistry and molecular biology
at Rockefeller University. Dr. Haines specializes
in the study of lipids and biological membranes.
Dr. Haines and his wife, Polly Cleveland, live on
Manhattan’s West Side close to Central Park. More
about Dr. Haines can be found online at http://
thomashaines.org.
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Adult Forum
Adventures in Ideas
A Hypothetical
with Dennis DeForge
Sunday, November 10 at 1:15 p.m.
in the Minot Simons Room

Upcoming Buddhism & Meditation Events
All Souls Sangha
Sunday, November 3 at 1:30 p.m.
in the Forrest Church Gallery
All are welcome — those who are curious to learn more about
meditation, for both beginners and practicing Buddhists. We
continue our monthly gathering for the practice of meditation.
Come and help create an All Souls Sangha — a community of
people who come together to meditate and study the practice of
Buddhism. We will be led by Dr. Pilar Jennings, who is a writer,
psychotherapist, professor at Union Theological Seminary, and a
practitioner of Tibetan Buddhism.

Sangha II

Meditation and Discussion Group
Sunday, November 10 at 1:30 p.m.
in the Dick Leonard Room
Sangha II: Meditation and Discussion Group is designed to give
All Souls Sangha attendees an additional monthly opportunity
to get together and to get to know each other. Anyone who has
attended our regular Sangha meeting with Pilar is welcome and
encouraged to attend.

Buddhism Study Group
Sunday, November 24 at 1:30 p.m.
in the Forrest Church Gallery
Buddhist scholar Harry Miller leads this group which is an
opportunity to explore Buddhist teachings based on participants'
interests and questions.

Mindfulness as a Spiritual Practice
Sunday, November 24 at 10:00 a.m.
(see p. 13 for more information)
Please contact Pamela Patton with questions about these
Mindfulness and Buddhism programs: Pamela@allsoulsnyc.org.
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Suppose you were living in Paris in 1942. Living a comfortable
middle class life style at whatever stage of life you are at now--8, 18,
or 80. The Pro Nazi regime is not directly threatening you. But you
can clearly see what is what. Would you be part of the resistance?
If not, why not? If yes, how much of a part? Financial support?
Intellectual support? Physical support? Violence? Are there shoulds
here? Should you do something? Fast forward to today--late 2019.
Pick an issue: say climate change. What might you be willing to
do to effect change? Keeping informed? Writing letters? Joining
protests? Getting arrested? Are there any shoulds here? What might
it take to find yourself climbing the barricades?

Living with Loss

with Rev. David Robb
Sundays, November 10, 24, December 1, 8, 15, 22
1:00-2:30 p.m. in the Ware Room
Loss comes in different shapes and sizes and in different moments
of our lives. Most commonly we experience severe loss after
the death of a spouse, a child, a close friend or a parent. But
other experiences are experienced as significant losses as well
- divorce or the end of a relationship, loss of faith or a belief
system, loss of meaningful work, for example. The process of
grief that accompanies such painful losses is often misunderstood
as a necessary and deeply significant resource for recovery,
and an important ingredient for meaningful living. Drawing
upon psychology, literature, spiritual resources, and individual
experiences, Rev. Robb will introduce participants to the
patterns and resources for healing that are contained within the
grieving process that offer potential for recovery from deeply felt
experiences of loss. (December 15 session location is TBA)
REV. DAVID ROBB is All Souls' Retired
Assistant Minister. He is also a psychotherapist
and pastoral counselor with a practice in
Manhattan, and an Associate of Kenwood
Psychological Services. He formerly taught
as a member of the Theology Department at
Georgetown University and in the Religious
Studies Department at Connecticut College. From 1986-89 he
completed a three year post-graduate residency program in
pastoral psychology and psychotherapy at the Blanton-Peale
Graduate Institute in New York City.
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Religious Exploration
From the Assistant Minister of
Lifespan Faith Formation
This is a time for celebrations! In October,
we celebrated my 20 years of ministry and
my ongoing work with you as the Assistant
Minister of Lifespan Faith Formation. It was
an incredibly special occasion and one I will
cherish forever. I couldn’t hug all of you that
morning, but please know that every day I
bring to my work my love and gratitude for you
and for All Souls. I am so blessed and as my
grandma would say, tickled pink, to be here doing ministry with you.
This month we celebrate the bicentennial of All Souls. When I think
about these 200 years and all the people that have walked these
halls, I am awestruck at all of the many stories these people lived and
created. We know some of them were quite famous, but who were the
many, many others? What did they do with their lives? How did they
make meaning day to day when they were alive and sitting in the All
Souls’ pews? How did they celebrate and give thanks for the special
moments in their lives?
Stories shape us and inform us. They help us remember. They remind
us of where we have been, where we come from. Stories guide us and
help us along the journey, ultimately shaping the future. Our families
have stories that have shaped them. The towns or cities in which we
live have stories that have shaped them. Our country has its stories
that have shaped it. And our congregation has stories that shaped it,
too. The stories give meaning to where we come from, what we have
experienced, and who we are.
When I look at our children, I wonder about the stories they will tell
about their time here at All Souls. What will stay with them through
the years? What stories will they tell over and over again, maybe to
their own children?

Children and Youth
RE Calendar
Nov. 3		
		
		
		

Regular Classes		
Story, 10:00
Worship in Reidy Friendship Hall		
Choir Sings

Nov. 10		 Veterans Day
		
No Class					
		
No Worship			
		
Food Prep for Monday Night Hospitality, 10:00
		
Community Time in the Ware Room, 11:15
						
Nov. 16		 THE FAMILY OF ALL SOULS DAY
CELEBRATING ALL SOULS
		
200th ANNIVERSARY (see p. 6 & 7)
Nov. 17 		
No Class 			
		
ALL SOULS BICENTENNIAL CELEBRATION
		
All Ages Worship 		
		
(3rd Grade and younger will go to class midway)
Nov. 24		
Regular Classes		
		
Thanksgiving Service		
		 Chapel			
		
Teacher Huddle, 9:30
		
Guest at Your Table Begins
Unless otherwise indicated, Nursery and Preschool are welcome to
go directly to their rooms or are welcome to stay with a parent or
guardian. Whatever works for you!

One story I do know they will tell, and I believe each of us can tell too,
is the way we were welcomed and loved into this congregation. How it
mattered that we came together in celebration and joy. How we took
time to be thankful and grateful for this community, for each other,
and, yes, for all the stories.

Each week we ask
different classes to bring
desserts for Monday Night
Hospitality.

Tracy Sprowls

Due to construction to restore our
Sanctuary, we will not be holding
our Blessing of the Animals service
this year.
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Please bring desserts to Rev. Tracy’s Office.
The schedule for November is:
November 3:

3rd, 4th & 5th Grades

November 10:

6th Grade and Youth Group

November 17:

7th & 8th Grades

November 24:

Kindergarten, 1st & 2nd Grade
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GUEST AT YOUR TABLE
Each year, Unitarian Universalist congregations from around the country collect money for the Guest at Your Table
Program. Some people build a box using the template on the webpage and others put a bowl on the table and still others
write a check directly to the UUSC to collect money during the holiday season to help bring justice to thousands of
people around the world. The box or bowl represent a guest at your table for whom you will offer generous hospitality.
Our religious education program is also participating. Here is more information about how to support this cause. Or visit
their website at www.uusc.org.
What is Guest at Your Table? Guest at Your Table (GAYT) is UUSC’s annual intergenerational program to raise support
for and awareness about key human rights issues. Since UUSC works in over 25 countries, with over 75 grassroots
partners, there are thousands of individuals involved in and who benefit from the work that our members make possible.
The program is an opportunity to celebrate grassroots partnership, support human rights, and learn about just four of
these individuals – the “guests” in Guest at Your Table.
2019-2020 Theme: Women Leaders, Strong Communities Since their founding, UUSC’s work has been shaped
and sustained by women’s leadership. Today, they are proud to partner with women leaders who are increasing
representation for women in their communities, while strengthening access to justice for all. During this year’s Guest at
Your Table program, please join UUSC to learn more about women leaders from UUSC partner organizations taking on
some of today’s greatest human rights challenges.
Give to Guest at Your Table Donations to Guest at Your Table help UUSC and our partners respond to extraordinary
human rights challenges of today, address root causes of injustice, and build capacity to respond to future crises. You can
access the donation page at uusc.org/givetoguest. To donate via mail, please make checks out to “UUSC” with “GAYT” in
the memo field, and send to: Guest at Your Table • UUSC • PO Box 808 • Newark, NJ 07101-0808. Or download a box
today, fill it up and return it to Rev. Tracy and she will mail it in for you!

THE ALL SOULS PARENTS ASSOCIATION
The mission of the Parents Association is to support the Religious
Education Program by coordinating parent volunteers and organizing five
intergenerational events a year. The Parents Association consists of four co-chairs,
serving staggered two-year terms, who plan and coordinate with parent volunteers to
organize events.
The Parents Association (PA) Co-chairs for 2019-2020 are Erika Mikkelsen Halford, Jeong-A
Kim, and David Freiman. If you are interested in volunteering to serve as a Co-chair, please
contact Tracy or one of the Co-chairs for more information.
The PA meets the first Sunday of each month in the Ware Room during Community Time
(11:15 a.m.). All parents and caregivers are welcome and encouraged to attend!
The excellent programming and activities for the families at All Souls are supported by you in
volunteer time and in your donations. Please volunteer as you are able. If you have children
in the RE program, we hope you can volunteer to help out for at least one event per year.
In addition to your Annual Giving contribution, please make a donation to the PA by
donating to The Unitarian Church of All Souls, indicating the Parents Association in the
memo line. These contributions will help fund our events, including food, games and
prizes for the Halloween party, pizza lunches for Christmas pageant rehearsals, etc. A PAdedicated contribution of $25 per family would be very welcome.

Religious Exploration
Traveling Chalice
Program
Any family at All Souls is welcome to participate in 0ur
Traveling Chalice program.
The purpose of the Traveling Chalice program is twofold: first, for each of us to become more familiar with
an important symbol of Unitarian Universalism and,
second, to connect us to each other and to Unitarian
Universalists beyond our congregation.
The Traveling Chalice Bag has all the materials you
will need. Send Tracy an email to sign up for a week at
Tracy@allsoulsnyc.org.
Want to learn more about the chalice? Visit https://
www.uua.org/beliefs/who-we-are/chalice.
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Congregational Life

Thursday, November 7
at 6:30 p.m. in the Forrest
Church Gallery
Join us for this evening of fellowship and climate justice work. Our Green Sanctuary team
is reforming; and we have three other areas of focus for anyone interested in making a
difference. We'll provide snacks and drinks — you bring your ideas!
One thing we hope to do is provide you with monthly tips for living a greener lifestyle. To
that end, here are some reminders from Global Citizen to reduce single-use plastics in
your life. Remember, single-use plastics form a massive amount of the ocean pollution.
From the tiniest plankton to the largest whales, plastics impact nearly 700 species in our
ocean!
Three Changes You Can make Today to Reduce Plastic Waste
1. Remember your reuseable shopping bags.
According to Global Citizen (globalcitizen.org): "People use an estimated 100 billion plastic bags each year in the
US alone. Around the world, between 500 billion and 1 trillion are used annually, but only 1 in every 200 bags gets
recycled, according to nonprofit organization Conserving Now. Billions of them instead end up as litter that lingers
for hundreds of years."
2. Drink your coffee from a reuseable cup.
Over 500 billion single-use coffee cups are thrown away each year around the world. These cups range from full
plastic cups to plastic-lined paper cups topped with plastic lids. Often, these cups end up in landfills where they
take years to breakdown. By bringing a reusable cup or mug to your favorite coffee shop, you can be part of the
solution, according to World Wildlife Fund. Some stores will even give you a discount for bringing your own cup!
(Global Citizen)
3. Avoid bottled water.
Bottled water companies don't produce water - they produce plastic bottles. In addition to the huge water rights
issues, the plastic waste from bottled water "not only adds to plastic pollution after use, but its production demands
a massive amount of fossil fuels that also contribute to environmental degradation. Around 17 million barrels of oil,
more than enough to fill 1 million cars with fuel, are used to make water plastic water bottles in the US each year.
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Congregational Life
Shared Ministry

Right Hand of Fellowship

Our clergy team and our Lay Pastoral Associates
team try to care for our community as best
we can, but there is always more that can be
done. We would like to offer support to more
members of our community, and we would like
to take better care of those who are already on
our radar. To do this, we need the help of every
member of this congregation.

Whether you’ve been at All Souls for 20
years or for two weeks, our Bicentennial
Weekend is for you! We are excited to
welcome both newcomers and our oldest
members for the same reason: our church exists
to take the lessons of the past and apply them
for our future. This weekend is our chance to
not just reflect on our history. It’s really to
realign and recommit ourselves to this justiceseeking, radically-loving community.

Most important, we hope you will be in touch
with us if you need support. And if you know of others who could use
our support, please encourage them to get in touch with me. Also,
if you notice that someone hasn’t been at church recently, please let
me know. And finally, please consider volunteering to visit people at
home, take congregants to doctor’s appointments and run errands,
and bring people to church. Even if you can do it only once in a
while, you can make a powerful impact.
Our pastoral ministries program is here to help. If you’re able, we’d
love to have you contribute to our efforts.
With love,
Pamela Patton
Director of Pastoral Ministries
The All Souls Pastoral Ministries program provides
spiritual and emotional support to members and friends
who are:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Going through a life crisis
Concerned about family matters
Concerned about career matters
Curious about discussing spiritual practice
Feeling lonely, guilty, depressed or suicidal
Concerned about drinking, drug abuse or other compulsive
behavior
Going through an illness
In a hospital or rehabilitation facility
Grieving the loss of a loved one
Interested in discussing Advanced Care Directives, living wills or
pre-planning memorial services
In need of practical assistance such as shopping or help with
getting to medical appointments
Concerned about a troubled world
Simply in need of someone to talk to

In cases where members and friends are going through a difficult
time, we recommend a connection with a Lay Pastoral Associate
(LPA). LPAs are lay members of All Souls who serve as pastoral
caregivers alongside our ministers. They offer spiritual and
emotional support to members of the congregation going through
life transitions and losses. Conversations with the ministers and Lay
Pastoral Associates are all strictly confidential.
There are many of us at All Souls who are available to help with
pastoral matters. There is no reason to hesitate or to think an issue is
too small or unimportant. Please be in touch at Pamela@allsoulsnyc.
org or (212) 535-5530.

N O V E M B E R

2 0 1 9

The Bicentennial Weekend has been crafted with great care: with
hospitality at the heart of the meals we share, celebration in every
song we dance to, and remembrance in the stories we share in
appreciation and delight.
So join us November 15-17. Buy your ticket. Tell a friend.
We can’t take the next 200 years for granted. So let’s celebrate
whenever it’s due! And we shouldn’t assume the last 200 years were
certain either. They truly weren’t. All Souls’ existence is a miracle,
but it is a miracle that somehow makes sense, because for 200 years
of Sundays and hopefully so many Sundays to come, people are
deciding All Souls is worth coming to work and build with. Let this
Bicentennial Weekend honor the building we have done knowing we
have so much more work to do together.
Robert Wohner
Membership Assistant

Inspirational Poems, Quotes and Stories

Come join us for an inspirational evening of Poems, Quotes
and Stories to share or just listen to. We use the various
readings as prompts for our own writing and reflection. There
will be no judging or critiquing, just self expression, enjoyment
and inspiration. Fridays, 7:00 – 8:30 p.m. in the Ware Room.
Dates: November 8 and 22.

Enlightening Ideas

Come explore Ideas to Enlighten and expand our
Consciousness. We will listen to various talks, videos and
discuss how these ideas may expand and enhance our lives.
Friday, 7:00–8:30 pm. in the Ware Room. Date: November 1.

Cinema with Soul

Come join us in watching and discussing transformational
movies which explore Connectedness, Compassion and
Beauty. 7:00 – 8:30 p.m. in the Minot Simons Room. Dates:
Thursdays, November 7 and 21. For the exact film titles,
contact Andre or Judith de Zanger.
For more info contact Andre or Judith de Zanger (212) 2898856 creativityinstitute@juno.com.
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Thanksgiving with
All Souls
Celebrate this Thanksgiving with your
All Souls family.
Thursday, November 28, 2018
Doors open at 4:30 p.m., dinner served at 5:30 p.m.
One thing that hasn’t changed this year is Thanksgiving! We
will be celebrating just as we always have. So save the date
and join your All Souls family. Sumptuous food served in a
candle-lit atmosphere that encourages stimulating conversation.
Suggested donation of $45. Reservations required by Monday,
November 25. Checks made out to All Souls mailed to Robin
Bossert, 56 Bogart Street, 4E, Brooklyn, NY 11206, or left at the
church office. For more information, contact Robin Bossert at
robinbossert@gmail.com.

PRIDE Bagel Brunch
Join us on Sunday, November 10 at 12:30 p.m. in the Forrest Church
Gallery for a special bagel brunch, as we get together to talk about
our #WelcomingCongregation. How are we doing, getting the
word out about our LGBTQIA- affirming congregation? Are we
meeting spiritual needs? Are there any fellowship opportunities
we're missing?
This is a Gay-Straight+ Alliance-style bagel brunch! Join us!
We create a welcoming congregation together.
N O V E M B E R
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Congregational Life
ALL SOULS CLASSIC FILMS

Waking Life

Friday, November 8 at 6:30 p.m. in the Minot Simons Room
Rev. Audette will be hosting the November All Souls Classic Films night
to share one of her favorite films, Waking Life. Directed by Richard
Linklater (2001, 99 min.), the film explores a wide range of philosophical
issues including the nature of reality, dreams and lucid dreaming,
consciousness, the meaning of life, free will and existentialism. This
film also incorporates the work of more than 30 visual artists, and is the
winner of multiple critical awards. Gather at 6:30 p.m., film begins
at 7:00 p.m. Conversation & reflection after the movie!
Bring a snack or drink to share, and be sure to mark your calendars for
the December All Souls Classic Films selection, The Night of the Hunter
(1955) on Saturday, December 14 and hosted by Matt Brandenburg, our
intrepid monthly host!

All Souls Salons
Reclaiming the Lost Art of Conversation

Sunday, November 3, 6:00 p.m. in the Ware Room
Our All Souls Salons with Rev. Audette return in 2019-2020. These Sunday
evening gatherings are an opportunity to have deeper conversations about
topics that matter. Once a month, make a little time to sit with your All
Souls neighbors and just talk for a while. Our guided conversational format
welcomes salon newcomers and the experienced alike.

Our November Salon will be
“Living with Gratitude - Even in Times Like These.”
Upcoming Salon dates:
December 1
January 5
February 9
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March 8
April 19
May 17
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Congregational Groups for
Fellowship, Learning, and the Arts
Women’s Alliance
A Day at Hearst Tower
Wednesday, November 8, meet at 11:15 a.m.
300 West 57th Street (Reception/Security entrance on
8th Avenue between 56th and 57th Streets).
A Day at Hearst Tower with a Good Housekeeping Research Institute
(GHRI) Tour and a Climate Change Exhibit (Tour at 11:30 a.m.). Visit
this unusual skyscraper, which has received several awards, both for
design and for helping the environment. Participate in a very popular lab
tour, which includes a visit to both the Good Housekeeping dining room.
Next, those interested can enjoy a group lunch together at Café 57, then
a visit to an ongoing exhibition titled Metamorphosis: Changing Climate
– Cities Underwater. NOTE: Because there is a very long waiting list to
visit GHRI, Hearst requires that we submit a list of tour participants. You
must email Maureen Marwick with your name, no later than
Wednesday, 10/30 if you would like to join this tour (even if you
have already expressed interest in conversation). We have a limit of 12
WA members. Admission: No charge for the tour and exhibition. RSVP
by 10/30 to maureen@31572@gmail.com to be included.

Play Reading at Ethical Culture Society
Friday, November 8 at 6:30 p.m.
2 West 64th Street
Reception at 6:30 p.m. Performance at 7:00 p.m. Admission: $10.00.
Contact Maureen Marwick at maureen31572@gmail.com or (212)2490171. The play will be announced by email a few days before.

Women’s Alliance Bridge Club
Monday, November 11, 25 at 2:00 p.m.
in the Ware Room
We are inviting both experienced and new players to join a mix of skills.
A friendly, non-judgmental group, we view mistakes as opportunities to
learn, not to criticize. REFERENCE: Audrey Grant’s Bridge at a Glance,
with copies available to check during the game and to borrow. Coffee,
tea (and sometimes cookies) on hand. Contact castlejune1@gmail.com
or (212) 744-4637.

Women’s Alliance Cinema Club
Wednesday, November 13
Join us for a screening of a current film. The film selection, time
and theater location will be announced by email a few days before.
Lunch afterwards to discuss the film. Contact Maureen Marwick at
maureen31572@gmail.com or (212) 249-0171.

Monthly Luncheon
Wednesday, November 20 at 12:30 p.m.
in the Forrest Church Gallery

All Souls Young Adults
First Sunday Brunch
Sunday, November 3 at 1:00 p.m.
Anand Indian Cuisine (304 E 78th St)
Join us for fellowship and a bite of food at a local spot. Following Coffee
Hour, we will head out to brunch together at Anand Indian Cuisine (78th
Street and 2nd Avenue). To find us, come to Coffee Hour after the service
or meet us at the restaurant.

Neighborhood Happy Hour
Thursday, November 7 at 6:30 p.m.
The Ainsworth (East Village), 64 Third Ave
Join friends old and new for the happiest of hours with half-price drafts,
house wine, and house mixed drinks, specially discounted just for this
occasion from 6:30-7:30 p.m. Food is also available to order.

Young Adult and Newcomer Bagel Brunch
Sunday, November 10 at 12:30 p.m.
in the Forrest Church Gallery
Join us for a special bagel brunch, as we get together to talk about our
#WelcomingCongregation. How are we doing, getting the word out
about our LGBTQIA- affirming congregation? Are we meeting spiritual
needs? Are there any fellowship opportunities we're missing?
This is a Gay-Straight+ Alliance-style bagel brunch! Join us! We create a
welcoming congregation together.

Laymen's League
Tuesday, November 19 at 6:30 p.m.
in the Minot Simons Room
What people, experiences, books, and ideas have influenced
you the most? Join Laymen’s Leaguers for snacks, drinks, and
a discussion of who and what has influenced us most deeply
over our lives. Then we’ll pivot our conversation to what kind
of influence we want to have on others’ lives.
The Laymen’s League is a men’s social group. Our goals: To enjoy
camaraderie, share common interests, and explore ways to help each
other and our All Souls community. All men are welcome to attend our
meetings to enjoy food, drink and great conversation. We are currently
planning events and creating special interest groups for our members.
Invitations will be sent before each meeting. For more information,
email LaymensLeague@allsoulsnyc.org.

Speaker: Poet Jane Seskin. Topic: Her recent book, Older, Wiser,
Shorter: An Emotional Road Trip to Membership in the Senior Class.
Jane has been a writer-in-residence at the Vermont Studio Center and
Noepe Center for Literary Arts. For 20 years she counseled survivors
at the Crime Victims Treatment Center in New York. She currently
maintains a private psychotherapy practice with adult clients. Bring your
lunch. Beverages and dessert will be provided.
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Congregational Groups for
Fellowship, Learning, and the Arts
Women’s Reading Group

Circle of Elders

Tuesday, November 12 at 7:00 p.m.
in the Minor Simons Room

Thursday, November 14 at 2:00 p.m.
in the Ware Room

The Women’s Reading Group meets one Tuesday a month to discuss
books written by women that are available in paperback editions. The
discussion covers the entire book. Books are nominated by members and
voted upon by the group - usually at a potluck called for that purpose.

November 14: Setting Boundaries

November 12: On My Own Terms by Vasu Varadhan
(AUTHOR IS EXPECTED TO ATTEND)

The Circle of Elders is open to everyone in the latter part of their lives.
Its purpose is to talk about the challenges this time of life brings and
to share experiences, information, and ways to enrich and make the
most of these later and more time-limited years. For more information,
contact Mary Keane at (212) 879-6340 or Keanepsy@gmail.com.

December 10: Poetry Reading and Festive Desserts - attendeers are
requested to bring a poem written by a woman, including their own.
Questions? Contact Mary-Ella Holst at (212) 861-2950. All are welcome
to join us!

Writers’ Group
Mondays, November 11 and 25
6:30 p.m. in the Ware Room
This group welcomes all writers, whether of fiction or nonfiction, poetry
or prose, published or unpublished, as well as journalists and people
who work in publishing. All are invited to read their work. Comments
and discussion are welcome. For further information, contact Marilyn
Mehr at marmehr@aol.com or Tim Kelley at timkelley1949@gmail.com.

Career Development
and Life Design Group
One-on-One Clinic
Thursday, November 14 at 6:45 p.m.
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY – to help you get to do what you really
want to be doing, whether it's for pay or not. To make appointments,
email John L. German german63@hotmail.com. All are welcome—no
memberships necessary, no reservations necessary.

There will be no Career and Life Design Group
event on Thursday, November 28. Have a wonderful
Thansgiving!
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Stories with Soul
Wednesdays, 6:45 p.m. in the Ware Room
Welcome! Relax around the fireplace with friends and listen to a short story.
Then join the conversation afterwards… or simply enjoy the company. First
class readers. The perfect way to mark the mid-week. Now in its 26th year,
Stories with Soul invites you to join us for a one-hour short story reading
and discussion. No prior reading is necessary. “A mecca for lovers of the
short story” (Columbia Spectator) and a great way to meet people. For more
information or to receive the monthly schedule via email, contact Steve
Michelman, Coordinator, at stephenemichelman@mac.com, or Teresa
Brooks, Co-Coordinator, at tfbrooks@gmail.com. On Facebook: Stories
with Soul All Souls UU NYC.

November 6
The Red Convertible by Louise Erdrich, read by Teresa Brooks
November 13
And of Clay Are We Created by Isabel Allende, read by Judy
Chang
November 20
Girls, At Play by Celeste Ng, read by Elizabeth Hill
November 27
For the King by Zadie Smith, read by Sarah Dowson
November host, Steve Michelman
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Congregational Groups for
Service and Outreach
Nuclear Disarmament Task Force

This is it. After all the planning and work and anticipation we now
find ourselves celebrating the 200th anniversary of All Souls. While
we are yet to return to our beautiful, restored sanctuary, Reidy
Friendship Hall will be ready to host the festivities on November
15 and the following days. With the Capital Campaign, All Souls
has risen to the challenge of preserving and readying our home as
we embark on our third century of fellowship and service in New
York City.
At this juncture, Heart & Soul, too, is taking stock of our mission and
planning for our continuing role in the life of our church’s beginning
of its next century.
Our new website, shortly on line, will provide up-to-date information
on the plans and activities of our outreach programs, make it easier
to volunteer, donate and be a part of all we do.
And, as you will see above, we have redesigned our logo. This, in the
scheme of things, is of course of no great moment, and some of us,
me included, were fond of the familiar intertwined pastel hearts that
have represented Heart & Soul these many years. The new logo does,
however, if only symbolically, embody the vision and mission that
bridges All Souls and the community of which we are a part, with
strength and love. This, I believe, is well and succinctly expressed in
the text of our congratulatory page appearing in the program of the
200th anniversary gala:
ALL SOULS: A beacon of faith, freedom and compassion for 200
years.
HEART AND SOUL: Our bridge to the community, helping us
to fulfill our faith commitment to deeds not creeds, serving meals
and providing companionship to our homeless and hungry
neighbors and bringing the gift of music and the spirit of adventure
to young people.
This August, Friday Soup Kitchen suffered a blow with the loss
one of its most beloved volunteers, Elaine Schain. Elaine, along
with her husband, Howard, embodied all that is best in service
to the community. Underscoring their love for Elaine and their
commitment to the neighbors they serve, Friday volunteers have
honored her memory with, at last count, 52 contributions to
the program totaling over $11,500 -- an amazing outpouring of
generosity by a truly dedicated group of volunteers.
With gratitude,
Jeff Friedlander
President, Heart & Soul Charitable Fund

Film Screening: THE MAN WHO SAVED THE
WORLD (2014, 113 minutes)
Tuesday, November 12
6:45 p.m. in the Ware Room
The film tells the gripping true story of Stanislav Petrov, a man who
single-handedly averted a full-scale nuclear war. It shows us just how
close we came to an apocalypse. With thousands of nuclear weapons on
hair-trigger alert we still live under the same catastrophic danger. Light
refreshments, limited seating.

Task Force Meeting
Thursday, November 21
6:30 p.m. in the Ware Room
The agenda will include the fight to preserve the New START nuclear
arms limit treaty between the US and Russia.

Navigators USA Christmas Tree
& Wreath Sale
Take the stress out of buying a Christmas tree
while helping a good cause!

Order a perfect Fraser fir, the most popular, fragrant, full body,
tree that will last until Easter (well not quite) from the Navigators.
Freshly cut and transported from Nazareth, PA. Sold and delivered
to your home on Sunday December 1 or as previously scheduled
(below 125th Street and above 14th Street).
Reserve your tree at Chapter2@navigatorsusa.org to guarantee
availability by November 27. Include your name, address, cell
number, number and size of tree/s and/or wreath/s you would like.
Thank you for supporting secular, co-educational scouting for
youth in East Harlem!

Tree Prices by Size
2-3'
4-5’
6-7’
7-8’
8-9’

-

$70
$80
$110
$125
$150

Extra Large Trees
by Preorder only
9-10’ - $200
11-12’ - $270
12-13’ - $385

Wreath Prices
Regular (ribbon and pine cones) - $55
Deluxe (lots of décor) - $75
Navigating Relationships - Building Community - Navigating the Planet
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Congregational Groups for
Service and Outreach
UUs for Justice in the Middle East
The All Souls chapter of Unitarian Universalists for Justice in the
Middle East (UUJME) will hold its next study group meeting on
Sunday, November 10, 2019, at 1:00 – 3:00 p.m. in the Chapel.
We will discuss the status of HR2407 and other news updates, and
then a selection from Condition Critical: Life and Death in Israel/
Palestine by Alice Rothchild, M.D., which will be distributed through our
googlegroup – please contact Karen or Deborah if you would like to join
the listserve or receive the reading separately.
Upcoming All Souls chapter study group meetings will be on Sundays
from 1:00-3:00 p.m. in the Minot Simons Room: December 15, January
19, February 23, March 22, April 19 and May 17 (this date only in MaryElla Holst Room). Please check with our Google Group postings for
announcements. For information about the All Souls chapter of UUJME
contact Karen Steele (ksteele@mindspring.com) or Deborah Taylor
(dft4net0@gmail.com). For information about the national UUJME, go
to https://uujme.org/.
Founded in 1971, UUJME is a national Unitarian Universalist social
justice organization; its Vision is A just peace in Palestine-Israel that
reflects our UU values of respect for the inherent worth and dignity
of every human being and justice, equity and compassion in human
relations. For information about the national UUJME, go to https://
uujme.org/.

New York Common Pantry
Every month, All Souls members and friends donate
money and/or food items to the New York Common
Pantry (formerly the Yorkville Common Pantry). Please
stop by the Food Pantry table to donate money with a
credit card (MasterCard, Visa, American Express, and
Discover) or to drop off goods. On November 10

we would love to collect:

Canned Cranberry Sauce
Rice (1 pound)
Gravy (Turkey Preferred; no glass jars)
Cornbread mix
Stuffing mix
Cake/Brownie mix
Frosting
Garlic Powder
Poultry Seasoning
You can also bring the food donations (no glass
containers) to the church's Front Office anytime and
say they are the November donations for the Food
Pantry Table.
Please contact Wiley at WSaichek@gmail.com to be
added to the reminder list.

December Bulletin Deadline:

November 15
Please send event info to

Submissions@AllSoulsNYC.org.
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Values
Transformation. Connection. Possibility.

Mission
All Souls is an open and welcoming religious community that nurtures
possibilities and builds connections to forge redemptive change in
ourselves, our city, and our world.

Ends
Within Ourselves as Individuals
Regular participants find Sanctuary and religious challenge to move toward spiritual
maturity. We:
• Connect to the transcendent through worship and music that enriches and
challenges.
• Open ourselves to receive and offer compassionate spiritual care.
• Discover and deepen our personal sense of spiritual calling.
• Articulate a compelling vision of our Unitarian Universalist identity.
• Pursue lives of meaning and purpose.
Among the People of All Souls
We connect to one another with love and kindness. We:
• Welcome and include all who come into contact with the church community.
• Find new possibilities in one another as we connect across differences and
generations.
• Embrace religious education that strengthens the Unitarian Universalist identity
of our children, youth, and adults of all ages.
• Maintain an attractive, accessible, fully-utilized facility appropriate for our needs.
• Generously support All Souls with our treasure, talent, and time.
Beyond All Souls
We strive to create the world that ought to be. We:
• Gather people with diverse perspectives to engage issues that are challenging and
difficult.
• Demonstrate the vitality of faith in our lives.
• Promote and develop Unitarian Universalism in our city, the nation, and the
world.
• Serve our neighbors and our broader community.
• Collaborate with partners to create a more just and compassionate world.

Monday

Tuesday

Tuesdays
6:30 p.m.
Community Choir

E v e n t s 			

Mondays
7:00 p.m.
Monday Night Hospitality

of

Wednesday

Thursday

Fridays
12:00 p.m.
Friday Soup Kitchen

A L L S O U L S 		

3
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10:00 & 11:15 Galen Guengerich 2:00 WA Bridge Club
10:00 & 11:15 Adult Forum
6:30 Writers' Group
1:00 Living with Loss
7:00 Monday Night Hospitality
1:30 Buddhism Study Group

24

Services at 10:00 and 11:15
See pages 5-8 for full
schedule of events

Celebrate 200
years of Open
Minds and
Open Hearts.

7:00 Monday Night Hospitality

18

17

Anniversary Sunday

2:00 WA Bridge Club
6:30 Writers' Group
7:00 Monday Night Hospitality

11

7:00 Monday Night Hospitality

4

10:00 & 11:15 Audette Fulbright
10:00 & 11:15 Adult Forum
12:30 Pride Bagel Brunch
1:00 Living with Loss
1:00 UUJME
1:15 Adventures in Ideas
1:30 Sangha II

10

10:00 & 11:15 Galen Guengerich
10:00 & 11:15 Adult Forum
1:00 ASYA First Sunday Brunch
1:00 Board of Trustees
1:30 All Souls Sangha
3:00 Musica Viva NY in Concert
6:00 All Souls Salon

		

6:30 Community Choir

6:30 Community Choir
6:30 Laymen's League

6:45 Stories with Soul
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19

20

13

6

6:45 Stories with Soul

7

6:30 Nuclear Disarmament
7:00 Cinema with Soul

4:30 All Souls Thanksgiving
Dinner

28

21

2:00 Circle of Elders
6:45 Career and Life Design

12:00 Friday Soup Kitchen

12:00 Friday Soup Kitchen
7:00 Inspirational Poems

8

1

29

22

15

11:15 WA at Hearst Tower
12:00 Friday Soup Kitchen
6:30 All Souls Classic Films
6:30 WA Play Reading
7:00 Inspirational Poems

12:00 Friday Soup Kitchen
7:00 Enlightening Ideas

Friday

16

9

2

2019

30

23

Celebrate 200 years
of Open Minds and
Open Hearts.
Full Schedule of
events on pages 5-8

Saturday

N ovember

14 		

6:30 Climate Justice Worknight
6:30 ASYA Happy Hour
7:00 Cinema with Soul

27 Thanksgiving

12:30 WA Monthly Luncheon
6:45 Stories with Soul

TBA WA Cinema Club
6:45 Stories with Soul

12 		
6:30 Community Choir
6:45 Nuclear Disarmament
Film Screening
7:00 Women's Reading Group

6:30 Community Choir

5

Honor the Past * Celebrate the Present * Shape the Future

Sunday

Ongoing
weekly
events

C alen da r

