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In The Spirit...
Never Alone
I once read that we become the average of the five people with whom
we spend the most time. This cautionary insight reveals one of the
home truths of life. Over the long run, our relationships prove decisive.
They make us who we are. This is not just true of human beings; it is
true of everything without exception, from music to molecules. We are
constituted by our relationships.
In the deepest possible sense, this means that we are never alone. Sometimes for better
and sometimes for worse, our lives are wholly enmeshed in the lives of the people and
world around us. On its own, nothing can even exist. It is a principle as fundamental as
the law of gravity: never alone.
Over the past weeks, a number of you have been courageously grappling with serious
illness, death of a dear friend or family member, or other daunting difficulties involving
you and those you love. Others of you have been dealing with significant loss or grief
from other causes. As ministers, we try to help directly in these harrowing situations
whenever we can. But often there’s not much we can say to soothe your underlying
grief or dull your pain. Except by our presence bear witness to this fundamental truth:
on this sometimes wonderful and sometimes painful journey through life, you will
never walk alone.
During this holiday season, please be especially alert for those who may be dejected
or struggling. Offer what help you can. Suggest that they reach out to me, one of the
other ministers, or to Pamela Patton, who coordinates our pastoral ministries. Our Lay
Pastoral Associates are standing by as well. If you are feeling despondent, please reach
out on your own behalf. As part of our All Souls community, you need not walk alone.
I’ll see you in church,
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From the Executive Director
A range of mixed emotions swirl as I compose my
final Bulletin column as your Executive Director.
Among these are: gratitude for my time here and
the people of All Souls that I have been privileged
to serve, a sensitivity and poignancy for how much
I will miss those of you I will probably not see
again after the end of December, genuine pride
for many administrative improvements I have
been able to contribute, regret at projects left
unfinished, as well as (I must admit) a lofty sense
of freedom and excitement for my upcoming adventures. Despite my
joy anticipating culturally immersive international trips and spending
more time with my family, saying goodbye to the All Souls community
is proving to be considerably harder than I thought it would be.
There is, however, great wisdom about how to transition with clear
boundaries in order to prioritize the well-being of the congregation
that has already been articulated by thoughtful Unitarian Universalist
leaders. The Rev. Lissa Gundlach gave sermons on this topic as
she prepared to become the Senior Minister of the Neighborhood
Unitarian Universalist Church in Pasadena, California. She noted the
guideline that strongly encourages those who depart from significant
leadership positions to minimize their influence and presence within
the congregation (as well as their interactions with members, staff and
clients of the church) for at least one year, if not longer, after their
departure. I intend to follow this enlightened protocol and preparing
to do this is already a profound spiritual challenge.
The incoming Director of Finance and Administration is scheduled to
begin right around the time you will be reading this. We will overlap
and I will endeavor to pass on a comprehensive transfer of information
about our current financial and operational processes and procedures.
Just as the new Director of Growth, Cecily Millen, has hit the ground
running making the experience for most congregants feel seamless, All
Souls will be in very capable hands. The new Director of Finance and
Administration will inevitably bring new perspectives and progress
to this work and will continue to quietly enhance the experience of
community for everyone here.
The spirit of excellence that marks worship and music at All Souls
has been steadily reflecting more and more in the behind-the-scenes
operational aspects of the church and I am highly confident that
this trend will continue on an upward path. How lucky I am to have
been so deeply immersed in such a positive, beautiful, and growing
community!

The Board of Trustees
The Bicentennial celebration last month was an
extraordinary success, and your Trustees are so
appreciative of everyone who helped make the
entire weekend possible. It is amazing – and
sobering – to think that in one hundred years,
others may be celebrating and looking back to
what we were doing in 2019.
It is the Board’s deepest wish that All Souls be
here for the next centennial celebration, and the
one after that. To achieve that goal, we will all have to work together
to right our financial ship. This will, of necessity, be a three-pronged
approach: increasing our income via annual giving increases and
rentals; maintaining controls on expenses through careful monitoring;
and looking to grow our endowment. We will continue to be
transparent with you about our needs in all three areas, and welcome
your suggestions and observations.
As part of our emphasis on growth rather than deep programming
cuts, in October we welcomed Cecily Millen, our new Director of
Growth. We hope that you have had the opportunity to begin to get
to know her. This month we are pleased to introduce our new
Director of Finance and Administration, Nadira ShiwramSingh. As we say farewell to Eileen Macholl, our Executive Director,
we look forward to working with Nadira and are sure that everyone
will give her a very warm welcome.
If you are making charitable gifts in December to fit into
this calendar year, please remember All Souls and what it
means to you – and be as generous as possible! December is
always a very festive time, and, while we will not be able to celebrate
in our restored sanctuary just yet, it will be a little thrilling to meet
Christmas Eve at Temple Shaaray Tefila on 79th Street at
Second Avenue. As we close out 2019, our Bicentennial year, let us
look with happy anticipation toward 2020 – the year we return to our
restored sanctuary.
Julie Brannan
President

By the way: there is a rumor afloat that some sort of festive
Coffee Hour retirement shindig is being planned for Sunday,
December 8 to help me move on gracefully – I hope to see many of
you then. My last day at All Souls will be on Christmas Eve. After that
I will be off and away as there are mountains and oceans awaiting on
my horizon.
Eileen Macholl
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A Season of Celebration
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 24 AT TEMPLE SHAARAY TEFILA
(East 79th Street and 2nd Avenue)
Family Service at 4:00 p.m.
Evening Services at 8:00 and 11:00 p.m.

ALL SOULS HOLIDAY PAGEANT

Sunday, December 15 during the 10:00 a.m. service
Holiday Pageant Rehearsals - December 8 & 12, 12:30-3:00 p.m.
SHOPPING SUNDAYS CHILDCARE FOR PARENTS
December 1 & 8 - 12:30-3:00 p.m.
HOLIDAY CRAFTING WITH CLAIRE
December 8 during both services in the Ware Room
COCOA, COOKIES AND STORIES FOR ALL AGES
December 10 at 5:30-6:30 p.m. in Reidy Hall
HOLIDAY CAROL SING-ALONG WITH THE COMMUNITY CHOIR
December 10, 6:30-7:30 p.m. in Reidy Hall
STORIES WITH SOUL: A Child's Christmas in Wales by Dylan Thomas
December 11 at 6:45 p.m. in the Ware Room
A MULTI-GENERATIONAL SONG AND SOUND WORKSHOP
with Rev. Henrietta Morgan and Coco Sol
December 15 at 11:15 a.m. in the Chapel (see p. 14)
WINTER SOLSTICE CELEBRATION
December 22 at 4:00 p.m. in the Minot Simons Room
HONEY FOR THE SOUL: A RITUAL SERVICE FOR THE NEW YEAR
December 29 at 11:15 a.m. in Reidy Hall

Shopping Sundays
Dec 1 and 8
12:30 to 3:30 p.m.

Leave your child or children in the
hands of the All Souls nursery
staff while you go gift shopping,
out to lunch, or to visit a friend.
A suggested donation of $25 is
appreciated but not required.
.No reservations necessary.

Just drop
by!

CRAF TING
WI T H CLAIRE
Sunday, December 8 during both services
(Some character rehearsals for the pageant
will take place at the same time)

Join Claire Munday from Claire’s Creative
Adventures to make special holiday gifts.
You can make a gingerbread birdhouse or a
decoupage holiday candle. We’ll be making gift
cards too. Join us for fun and creativity
in time for the season of giving and the season
of loving.
$10 craft fee is required.

Holiday Carol Sing-along
Tuesday, December 10
6:30-7:30 p.m.
in Reidy Friendship Hall
Celebrate the holiday season with the All
Souls Community Choir! We’ll be singing
holiday carols. Bring a dish to share, your
singing voice, and your carol requests!
Contact Bryan McNamara with questions at
Bryan@allsoulsnyc.org..
Bryan@allsoulsnyc.org

Cocoa, Cookies and Stories
For All Ages

Tuesday, December 10, 5:30-6:30 p.m.
in Reidy Hall
Join us an hour before the caroling for cocoa,
gingerbread cookie decorating, and a few
stories to get you in the holiday spirit. This is
an all ages event. Everyone is welcome!

All Souls

Christmas Eve Service
A Ceremony of Carols

Benjamin Britten (1913-1976)
with the All Souls Choir and Harp
under the direction of Alejandro Hernandez-Valdez

Tuesday, December 24 at Temple Shaaray Tefila
(East 79th Street and 2nd Avenue)

Identical services at 8:00 and 11:00 p.m. (no tickets required)
Homily by Galen Guengerich

Family Christmas
Eve Service
Tuesday, December 24, 2018
4:00 p.m. at Temple Shaaray Tefila
(E. 79th Street and 2nd Avenue)

All ages are welcome to hear the traditional Christmas
story, sing carols, and decorate the mitten tree with
your winter gifts. Bring mittens, scarves, and hats to
distribute to the guests of Monday Night Hospitality.
Homily by Audette Fulbright

All Souls
Holiday Pageant

Sunday, December 15
During the 10:00 am Service
We moved the pageant to 10:00 a.m. so
that the whole congregation can enjoy
the magic of this All Souls tradition.
PLEASE JOIN US!
The theme of the pageant is A Season of
Giving, A Season of Love. We will hear the
Christmas story as well as a few you may not
know. This year's pageant was adapted from
a play by New York actor, Joey Collins, and
includes stories from three other traditions.

Winter Solstice
Celebration
Sunday, December 22, 4:00 p.m.
in the Minot Simons Room

Join Rev. Tracy Sprowls on Sunday,
December 22 at 4:00 p.m. for the
ancient tradition of honoring the
turning of the year from darkening to
brightening. For thousands of years
our ancestors marked the passage
of midwinter in a variety of different
ways. We, too, will mark this sacred
time in reflection, stories, and song.
All are welcome!

Honey for the Soul
A Ritual Service for the New Year
with Rev. Tracy Sprowls
Sunday, December 29, at 11:15 a.m.
in Reidy Friendship Hall

New to All Souls?

ALL SOULS ARE WELCOME WORKSHOPS
January 12 and January 19
1:00-3:00 p.m. in the Ware Room

All Souls is New York City’s flagship church in the Unitarian Universalist faith. All Souls affirms
the right of all people to express their whole selves in community, worship, and service.
Established in 1819, All Souls is a congregation of more than 1,000 members, who aspire to
be leaders in community action, theological literacy, and love and connection with the
natural world and each other.
Week by week, All Souls continues to create meaningful opportunities for spiritual growth
and tangible outpourings of love and service, because of the investment of new and old
friends aligned in their vision for this radically- loving and justice-seeking community. Through
membership, participation, and investment, you acknowledge that you are vital to the
spiritual and organizational strength of this congregation.

This January 12 and 19, Galen and Audette are hosting two
All Souls Are Welcome sessions from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m.
in the Ware Room.
If you've considered membership, or are interested in learning more about how to find your
place at All Souls, these workshops are for you! These conversations are your chance to
learn more about Unitarian Universalism, dig deeper into our vision for All Souls in 2020, and
discuss how you can invest further into this community.
Please RSVP or send any questions to our membership assistant Robert Wohner, at RobertW@
allsoulsnyc.org. Attending this workshop is entirely voluntary and there is no obligation
to formally join the church. If you cannot join us on these dates, email Robert, who will
schedule a one-on-one meeting for you with one of our ministers. Our desire is to regularly
provide opportunities for you to learn about All Souls and outline how you can get involved.
Let’s grow together in our commitment to bringing what we have for the good of those
around us.
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COME TO THE CABARET!
Saturday, Dec 7,
7pm at Reidy Friendship Hall, All Souls Church
hhhh Lexington Ave., New York, NY

Join us for a celebration of the Great American Songbook, presented by your favorite
Musica Viva NY singers, featuring songs by George Gershwin, Johnny Mercer, Irving
Berlin, Kurt Weill, Harold Arlen and other favorites. Festivities begin at 7pm with wine,
canapés and a Silent Auction to support Musica Viva NY - you could be the winning
bidder on one (or more!) of the unique items. Following the performance, enjoy
bubbly, confections and conversation.

Tickets $$$
Available on our website and at the door

Worship and Music
From the Music Department
Musica Viva kicked off its 2019-20 season on
November 3 with a performance at the Church
of St. Vincent Ferrer. The program celebrated
two extraordinary women in history, Mary
(mother of Jesus), and Saint Cecilia, and called
on the choir to perform in a wide variety of
styles ranging from chant to Renaissance
polyphony to minimalism to modern
polytonality. We were busy! The choir moved
throughout the space, progressing from a faraway upstage setting
before reaching an embracing semi-circle that welcomed our patrons
into the choir’s space. A program like this places unique demands on
the choir’s precision, stamina, and focus; the overall impact of the
concert requires a level of ensemble unity that comes only after years
of practice together. Our choir’s dedication to this cause was once
again evident throughout this thoroughly moving performance.
Our next event, the Cabaret on December 7, requires an entirely
different skillset from our singers; they’ll each take the lead! Backed
by a rhythm section full of Broadway musicians, Musica Viva choir
members will perform their favorite tunes from the Great American
Songbook. The Songbook is a flexible term for what are colloquially
called “standards” of the American musical repertoire, and originally
encompassed popular tunes from the 1920s through the 1950s
composed by George and Ira Gershwin, Cole Porter, Irving Berlin,
Jerome Kern, Harold Arlen, and Richard Rodgers, among others. The
Great American Songbook Foundation describes its context this way:
“The times in which much of this music was written were
tumultuous ones for a rapidly growing and changing
America. The music of the Great American Songbook offered
hope of better days during the Great Depression, built morale
during two world wars, helped build social bridges within
our culture, and whistled beside us during unprecedented
economic growth. We defended our country, raised families,
and built a nation while singing these songs.”
Prominent singers of this music include Ella Fitzgerald, Sammy
Davis Jr., Dean Martin, Frank Sinatra, Tony Bennett, their modern
successors such as Harry Connick, Jr., Michael Bublé, and Natalie
Cole, and intrepid musicians such as Linda Ronstadt, Joni Mitchell,
Rufus Wainwright, and many others. These songs often center on
themes of love, unity, urban life, nostalgia, and optimism, and are
typically sung from the perspective of an individual. Musica Viva’s
choir members are eager to step into the spotlight and share their
passion for this beloved music during our upcoming Cabaret. Emily
Mikesell and Sarah Worthington, two members of the choir’s soprano
section, will be our charming emcees for the evening.
All Souls’s own Reidy Friendship Hall will host the Musica
Viva Cabaret on Saturday December 7, 2019, beginning at
7:00 p.m. Tickets cost $70 per person, and are available for
purchase at musicaviva.org or at the door. Wine and canapés
will be enjoyed, a Silent Auction supporting Musica Viva’s mission
will be presented, and be sure to stick around after the performance
to share joyous conversation with our dedicated and endlessly
talented singers. See you there!
Bryan McNamara
Manager of Artistic Operations
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Chancel Flowers
December 1
In loving memory of
Marjorie Kolb Cox (1932-1986)
by Ralph Cox
In loving memory of
Bill Rose
by his daughter, Amy Edminster, and his
grandchildren, Zachary and Molly Edminster

December 8
In loving memory of
Juliana Hoover
by her sister, Barbara Hoover

December 15
In loving memory of their parents,
Marietta and Donald Moskin
and their grandparents,
Clary and Felix Dunston
by Linda and James Moskin
Those who wish to honor or remember loved ones
with Christmas poinsettias for the chancel should
send their written dedication with their contribution
(generally between $30-$50) to Hannah Marks at the
church by 12:00 Noon, Sunday, December 15.
Email Hannah Marks at dmmhmm@aol.com
or call (212) 410-4517.

Board of Deacons
Communion Service
Sunday, December 8
12:30 p.m. following the 11:15 a.m. Service
in the Chapel
This service is a simple sharing of bread and wine and is open to
everyone. It recalls the life of Jesus of Nazareth, and no supernatural
elements are referred to during the service. Those wishing to participate
should gather in the Chapel following the service. We hope you will
join us.

Meeting of the Board of Deacons
Sunday, December 15
12:45 p.m. in the Ware Room
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Adult Forum
First Sunday of Each Month at 10:00 a.m.
Connection Circles- What is it you are looking for when you come to All Souls on Sunday morning? Great
worship? Of course. Education? Certainly. Fabulous music? No denying it. But when asked, many of you
say what draws you, and what keeps you coming, is the community and a sense of belonging. Connection
and Belonging.
Connection Circles are yet another way to connect and belong. Groups of 8-10 people share on a topic and
nurture intimacy, depth, and connection in their lives. Run by trained facilitators, these groups meet together
throughout the year. Stay the whole year or just attend one session. It is up to you!
Why not try a Connection Circle this holiday and give yourself the gift that lasts a lifetime?

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 1
Connection Circles at 10:00 a.m.
The Creative Prescription with Cherie Henderson- Using creativity and reflective writing, this
supportive community of people who have experienced the challenges of illness as a patient, family caregiver or
professional provider.
Meets in the Minot Simons Room.
Climate and Faith with Stacey Mitchell - Many of us are keenly aware we face a climate crisis. But how
does faith respond to such a moment? We will explore Christian, Humanist, Buddhist, Unitarian Universalist,
Native American, and Jewish perspectives to this question—a different tradition each month.
Meets in Galen’s Office on the 1st floor.
Connection Circles at 11:15 a.m.
Soul Matters with Tracy Sprowls - Using curated materials from the Soul Matters network, we discuss
a monthly theme (for example: belonging, attention, awe, wisdom) and explore exercises to put these themes
into practice in our lives. The theme for December is Awe. What does it mean to be a people of awe?
Meets in Galen’s Office on the 1st floor.
Spiritual Parenting with Jean Clarkson - How to raise your children with UU values; how to help them
lead lives with spiritual values such as compassion, the interdependent web, confronting bullying, etc.
Meets in Audette’s Office on the 1st floor.
Caregivers Support with Susan Cooper, Caregivers Connection Circle - Caregiving can be a lonely
experience. This group provides an opportunity to connect with others who understand. The group meets
once a month to learn, laugh, complain, share stories, connect, and ask questions. Whether you are caring for
a family member, a friend, or a loved one, whether they or you are old or young--come take care of yourself.
Susan was a hospice volunteer for 10 years, and she was a caregiver herself for several years.
Meets in Room 3A
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Adult Forum
Adult Education and Unitarian Universalist Faith
Formation at 10:00 a.m.
A seminar and discussion at the 10:00 a.m. hour organized and designed by the ministerial staff of All Souls.
Occasionally, these seminars will be led by staff and at other times they will have guest facilitators. These seminars
have an ongoing theme for each Sunday with the overarching theme being a focus on deepening and strengthening
our understanding of Unitarian Universalism. A fee of $10 to $20 per Sunday will help offset the cost of this
program to All Souls. Any contribution is welcome and appreciated.

SECOND SUNDAY: SOCIAL JUSTICE, Sunday, December 8
Marketing or Manipulation?
with Rev. Audette Fulbright
Facebook has been in the news lately, with CEO Mark Zuckerberg being called to
answer about Facebook's policy to allow political ads with lies to be disseminated.
But are you familiar with Facebook's data collection & microtargeting practices?
There are entirely new vistas in psycho-sociological profiling and marketing/
consumer manipulation. As the holidays approach and you may be shopping more,
join Rev. Audette in this conversation about new challenges in the media landscape, and how to have a more peaceful,
soul-nurturing holiday season.
REV. AUDETTE FULBRIGHT is the Associate Minister of All Souls.

THIRD SUNDAY: UNITARIAN UNIVERSALISM IDENTITY, Sunday, December 15
This seminar explores the principles, values, and sources of our faith tradition. We will look at theology,
history, and current issues as well as dive deeply into what it means to be a Unitarian Universalist.
Today we take a look at the spiritual and human resources for hope, the fifth stone in the Smooth Stone
model. Led by Rev. Dr. Susan V. Rak.
THE REVEREND DR. SUSAN VERONICA RAK has been a Unitarian Universalist since the early
70's and Unitarian Universalist Minister since 1996. She and her spouse, Dr. Mary Chinery (Dean of the
School of Arts & Sciences, Georgian Court University, Lakewood NJ) reside in Asbury Park NJ.
FOURTH SUNDAY: MINDFULNESS AS SPIRITUAL PRACTICE, Sunday, December 22
In this series on mindfulness, we explore how to enrich our lives by paying closer attention to
the present and by gaining better awareness of our thoughts, speech, and actions. The benefits of
mindfulness range from cultivating wisdom, to reducing stress and pain, to advancing social justice.
Reading for December 22: Pages 171-190 (in case you are using an e-reader: section Part Three: “In
the Spirit of Mindfulness” through “Is There Anything Else You Would Like to Tell Me?”) in Jon KabatZinn’s Wherever You Go, There You Are. Also, “Allowing Meditation to be Messy” by Becky Brooks and
Erika Hewitt, from the most recent edition of UU World: https://www.uuworld.org/print/articles/
messy-meditation. There are copies of this reading in Pamela's mailbox at the church, and they can be
picked up from the receptionist. Pamela can also email the reading upon request (pamela@allsoulsnyc.org).
PAMELA PATTON is responsible for coordinating all pastoral matters at All Souls. Pamela also runs the Buddhist,
Meditation, and Mindfulness programming at the church.
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Adult Forum
All sessions take place in the Minot Simons Room unless otherwise indicated.
Sundays, December 1 & 8 at 11:15 a.m.

Sunday, December 22 at 11:15 a.m.

Bach Against Modernity

Kitchen Table Theology

with Michael Marissen

with Rev. Dr. Tracy Sprowls

Many scholars and music lovers hold that Johann Sebastian Bach
is a "modern" figure, as his music seems to speak directly to the
concerns of today’s listeners. These two lectures will suggest that by
18th-century standards of what was considered modern — to exalt
reason, to exalt human achievement, to exalt religious tolerance, to
exalt cosmopolitanism, and to exalt social progressiveness — Bach
actually promoted pre-modern views. We should therefore be on the
ethical alert for a kind of cultural narcissism in which we miscast Bach
in our own ideological image and put forward that image in support of
our own agendas.
MICHAEL MARISSEN is Daniel Underhill
Professor Emeritus of Music at Swarthmore College,
where he taught from 1989 to 2014. He has also
been a visiting professor on the graduate faculties
at Princeton University and the University of
Pennsylvania. His publications include The Social
and Religious Designs of J. S. Bach's Brandenburg
Concertos (Princeton, 1995), Lutheranism, antiJudaism, and Bach's St. John Passion (Oxford, 1998), Tainted
Glory in Handel's Messiah (Yale, 2014), Bach & God (Oxford, 2016),
and essays in Harvard Theological Review, The Huffington Post,
Lutheran Quarterly, and The New York Times.

Sunday, December 15 at 11:15 a.m. in the Chapel

A Multi-generational Song and Sound
Workshop
with Rev. Henrietta Morgan and Coco Sol

An hour of singing and celebration and singing celebration! Rhetta
and Coco invite you to sing and dance to your heart's delight. Using
percussion like the African djembe, we will sing seasonal songs as well
as songs of liberation. We sing for joy, connection and fun!
REV. RHETTA MORGAN is a singing healer,
spiritual activist, and interfaith minister. She works
at the intersections of spirituality, activism, and
creativity, intending to work towards and live into a
more just world. Rev. Rhetta founded Ecclesia Spirit
(an inclusive, interfaith spiritual community), the
While We Wait Project (which provides spiritual and
emotional support to loved ones of incarcerated individuals), and
the Choir for Climate Change (a choir for activists at every level of
organizing and vocal capabilities).
COCO SOL is an international singer, percussionist and song writer.
She has performed for many years as a solo artist and with musicians
of all genres. Coco also enjoys teaching young musicians in the
Philadelphia area.
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Exploring and developing a faith practice
is critical to faith formation and spiritual
growth and grounding in a chaotic world.
And yet, most of us do not take the time to
explore the rituals and practices available
to us, right in our own kitchens. We’ll talk
a little, practice a little, and have plenty of
ideas to take home.
REV. TRACY is the Assistant Minister of Lifespan Faith Formation.

There will be no Adult Forum sessions on
Sunday, December 29.

Coming of Age, Again
(For Adults)

Traditionally, Coming of Age has been a time
for our 9th graders to explore their theology and
beliefs and then share them during a service in
May. But, did you know that only about 12% of
adults in our congregations grew up Unitarian
Universalist? Doesn’t it make sense, then, that
adults in the congregation could learn more about
Unitarian Universalism?
This is why we now do Coming of Age, Again.
A new Coming of Age, Again program for adults
facilitated by Rev. Tracy begins in January. We
meet once a month through July. We will explore
and develop an understanding of faith, our
personal truth, and Unitarian Universalism. And
we will join with the 9th Graders Coming of Age
class in some community events and a trip to
Boston. Finally, in August, you will present your
credo during a worship service.
Want to know more or sign up? Please email
me at Tracy@allsoulsnyc.org.
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Adult Forum
Adventures in Ideas
No Pain/No Gain
with Dennis DeForge
Sunday, December 8 at 1:15 p.m.
in the Minot Simons Room

Upcoming Buddhism & Meditation Events
All Souls Sangha
Sunday, December 1 at 1:30 p.m.
in the Minot Simons Room
All are welcome — those who are curious to learn more about
meditation, for both beginners and practicing Buddhists. We
continue our monthly gathering for the practice of meditation.
Come and help create an All Souls Sangha — a community of
people who come together to meditate and study the practice of
Buddhism. We will be led by Dr. Pilar Jennings, who is a writer,
psychotherapist, professor at Union Theological Seminary, and a
practitioner of Tibetan Buddhism.

Sangha II

Meditation and Discussion Group
Sunday, December 8 at 1:30 p.m.
in the Dick Leonard Room
Sangha II: Meditation and Discussion Group is designed to give
All Souls Sangha attendees an additional monthly opportunity
to get together and to get to know each other. Anyone who has
attended our regular Sangha meeting with Pilar is welcome and
encouraged to attend.

Buddhism Study Group
Sunday, December 15 at 1:30 p.m.
in the Dick Leonard Room
Buddhist scholar Harry Miller leads this group which is an
opportunity to explore Buddhist teachings based on participants'
interests and questions.

Mindfulness as a Spiritual Practice
Sunday, December 22 at 10:00 a.m.
(see p. 13 for more information)

You all have heard the workout mantra above. If you want to
achieve, you have to suffer. Where does this notion come from? It
seems embedded in our culture. One source, maybe the primary
one, is the Christian narrative. Humanity is guilty of something
and to expiate this guilt a blood sacrifice is necessary. Someone,
preeminently innocent, must suffer and die. The suffering seems to
be the point. Countless saints, mystics, and flagellants have taken
up the lash and put down the food bowl to follow suit. Why?

Living with Loss

with Rev. David Robb
Sundays, December 1, 8, 15, 22
1:00-2:30 p.m.
Loss comes in different shapes and sizes and in different moments
of our lives. Most commonly we experience severe loss after
the death of a spouse, a child, a close friend or a parent. But
other experiences are experienced as significant losses as well
- divorce or the end of a relationship, loss of faith or a belief
system, loss of meaningful work, for example. The process of
grief that accompanies such painful losses is often misunderstood
as a necessary and deeply significant resource for recovery,
and an important ingredient for meaningful living. Drawing
upon psychology, literature, spiritual resources, and individual
experiences, Rev. Robb will introduce participants to the
patterns and resources for healing that are contained within the
grieving process that offer potential for recovery from deeply felt
experiences of loss.
REV. DAVID ROBB is All Souls' Retired
Assistant Minister. He is also a psychotherapist
and pastoral counselor with a practice in
Manhattan, and an Associate of Kenwood
Psychological Services. He formerly taught
as a member of the Theology Department at
Georgetown University and in the Religious
Studies Department at Connecticut College. From 1986-89 he
completed a three year post-graduate residency program in
pastoral psychology and psychotherapy at the Blanton-Peale
Graduate Institute in New York City.

Please contact Pamela Patton with questions about these
Mindfulness and Buddhism programs: Pamela@allsoulsnyc.org.
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Religious Exploration
From the Assistant Minister of
Lifespan Faith Formation
In Rev. Galen’s remarks at the Bicentennial
Gala on November 15, he noted that All Souls
has been in existence 73,000 days. He said it
was the efforts of the people in the congregation
working day by day who got us to this point.
And, he continued, it is the work on the 73,001
day, and each day after that, that offers the
opportunity to make a difference in the lives of
those at All Souls and beyond our doors.
With these words we are charged to live our days with mindful
intention. As the busyness and bustle of the holidays falls upon us it is
easy to forget the messages of the season, those of gratitude, and love,
hope and possibly. Living each day into these values and ideals sets
the tone not only for the holiday but for our lives as well.
In a meditation practice, one scans the body, attuning the mind to
what and how the body is feeling. What if each of us brought this kind
of awareness to the day before us as we open our eyes each morning?
Scanning the day ahead, what is in store for me? Where will I be
challenged? Where can I bring kindness, hope, or possibility? How
can I make a difference this day?
Yes, there are big issues in the country and the world that we want
to see resolved. Yes, there are people hurting and justice seems far
away. Some days our hearts ache and our bones are weary. Some days
are long with loneliness or full with things to do and people to see.
And yes, each day is a new day to rise, to breathe, and to begin again
to make a difference. One person at a time. One day at a time.
As we say each week, this is the day we have been given. Let us rejoice
and be glad in it. To that, may I add, live your day well.

Children and Youth
RE Calendar
Dec 1 & 8 		
Dec. 8 & 14

Shopping Sundays 12:30 to 3:30
Pageant Rehearsal 12:30 to 3:30

Dec. 1

Making goodie bags for Monday Night Hospitality, 10:00		
Worship in Chapel, 11:00
Community Time and Choir, 11:15

Dec. 8

Holiday Craft and Gift-Making with Claire Creations, 10:00
Crafting continues/Drama and Choir, 11:15			

Dec. 15

Holiday Pageant in Reidy Hall, 10:00		
A Multi-generational Song and Sound Workshop, 11:15
Holiday Party, 12:15
STEPS ends/Bring all gifts in today!

Dec. 22

No Classes/Family Christmas Service, 10:00 & 11:15

Dec. 24

Christmas Eve services will be at Temple Shaaray
Tefila at 79th Street and 2nd Avenue due to the
construction. The Family Christmas Eve service
will take place at 4:00 p.m., followed by the Christmas Eve
services with the choir at 8:00 p.m. and 11:00 p.m.

Dec. 29

(One Service Only) Tracy is leading this All Ages service,
11:15
		
Nursery care is available all month. No regular classes, including
preschool. Preschoolers are welcome to go to the nursery or attend the
above events with a parent.

Tracy Sprowls

Each week we ask
different classes to bring
desserts for Monday Night
Hospitality.
Please bring desserts to Rev. Tracy’s Office.
The schedule for December is:
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December 1:

3rd, 4th & 5th Grades

December 8:

6th Grade and Youth Group

December 15:

7th & 8th Grades

December 22:

Kindergarten, 1st & 2nd Grade

December 29:

3rd, 4th & 5th Grades
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GUEST AT YOUR TABLE
Each year, Unitarian Universalist congregations from around the country collect money for the Guest at Your Table
Program. Some people build a box using the template on the webpage and others put a bowl on the table and still others
write a check directly to the UUSC to collect money during the holiday season to help bring justice to thousands of
people around the world. The box or bowl represent a guest at your table for whom you will offer generous hospitality.
Our religious education program is also participating. Here is more information about how to support this cause. Or visit
their website at www.uusc.org.
The Guest at Your Table collection takes place from December 1 (the Sunday after Thanksgiving) through January 5 (the first
Sunday back after the holidays).
2019-2020 Theme: Women Leaders, Strong Communities Since the their founding, UUSC’s work has been shaped
and sustained by women’s leadership. Today, they are proud to partner with women leaders who are increasing
representation for women in their communities, while strengthening access to justice for all. During this year’s Guest at
Your Table program, please join UUSC to learn more about women leaders from UUSC partner organizations taking on
some of today’s greatest human rights challenges.
Give to Guest at Your Table Donations to Guest at Your Table help UUSC and our partners respond to extraordinary
human rights challenges of today, address root causes of injustice, and build capacity to respond to future crises. You can
access the donation page, uusc.org/givetoguest.
To donate via mail, please make checks out to “UUSC” with “GAYT” in the memo field, and send to:
Guest at Your Table • UUSC • PO Box 808 • Newark, NJ 07101-0808
Or download a box today, fill it up, and return it to Rev. Tracy and she will mail your donation in for you!

HOLIDAY TOY DRIVE AT ALL SOULS
Our Annual Toy Drive collects toys for the children of STEPS to End
Family Violence, an East Harlem based non-profit organization
providing free services to children, women and families who have
been affected by abuse. They serve over 5,000 children each year
through therapy and anti-bullying programs, and they also work
with children in foster care.
STEPS To End Family Violence is dedicated to empowering families
and communities through innovative strength-based programs
that promote healing and social change.
STEPS has provided a Holiday Gift List for the children and youth
they support. On Sundays, December 1 and 8, you can choose
the child recipient of your gifts. Each child recipient has a
tag on the poster in the Wiggins Hall outside of the Religious
Education Office.
Bring all gifts to the Chancel during the service on Sunday,
December 15, unwrapped, but labeled with the child recipient
you chose. At the close of the second service, the gifts will be
collected by STEPS representatives.
Thank you all for your generosity and support!

Religious Exploration
Traveling Chalice
Program
Any family at All Souls is welcome to participate in 0ur
Traveling Chalice program.
The purpose of the Traveling Chalice program is twofold: first, for each of us to become more familiar with
an important symbol of Unitarian Universalism and,
second, to connect us to each other and to Unitarian
Universalists beyond our congregation.
The Traveling Chalice Bag has all the materials you
will need. Send Tracy an email to sign up for a week at
Tracy@allsoulsnyc.org.
Want to learn more about the chalice? Visit https://
www.uua.org/beliefs/who-we-are/chalice.

KITCHEN TABLE THEOLOGY
with Rev. Dr. Tracy Sprowls
Sunday, December 22 at 11:15 a.m.

Exploring and developing a faith practice is critical
to faith formation and spiritual growth and grounding in a chaotic world. And yet, most of us do not
take the time to explore the rituals and practices
available to us, right in our own kitchens. We’ll talk
a little, practice a little, and have plenty of ideas to
take home.
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First Sunday Connection Circles
SPIRITUAL PARENTING
with Jean Clarkson
Sunday, December 1 at 11:15 a.m.

How to raise your children with UU values; how to
help them lead lives with spiritual values such as
compassion, the interdependent web, confronting
bullying, etc.
Meets in Audette’s Office on the 1st floor

1 8

Congregational Life
Shared Ministry

Right Hand of Fellowship

Every so often I hear from a congregant who
asks me about a person they haven’t seen at
church in a while. I am enormously grateful
when I am asked because it is hard for me to
keep track of everyone in our large community.
I wish I could say that I always have an
immediate answer and that I know what’s going
on to keep the person away from All Souls. But
unfortunately I often do not know the person
in question or I have not realized that they’ve been away a while. Of
course I always follow up to learn what’s going on and to provide
support where appropriate.

As 2019 ends, my wish for our families and
friends is to feel overwhelmed by all the good
we experience at All Souls and have great
expectations for all that is ahead. Thank you for
giving me the chance to do the work I do here. I
am blessed to work for and with the community
and staff here on behalf of our neighbors and
guests. I anticipate this season with joy because
of the love and opportunity you’ve allowed me
to experience this year.

I want to encourage you to point out people whom you haven’t seen
at worship lately or who are atypically absent from an All Souls
activity. We must rely on everyone in our community to keep an eye
out for each other. The holidays are an especially important time to
do this because loneliness and depression can set in more deeply and
gravely at this time of year. Please be on the look-out for friends and
acquaintances who may need a call from a member of our ministerial
team. We also want to hear from you directly if you are in need of
support. Our Pastoral Ministries program is here to help.
With love,
Pamela Patton
Director of Pastoral Ministries
The All Souls Pastoral Ministries program provides
spiritual and emotional support to members and friends
who are:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Going through a life crisis
Concerned about family matters
Concerned about career matters
Curious about discussing spiritual practice
Feeling lonely, guilty, depressed or suicidal
Concerned about drinking, drug abuse or other compulsive
behavior
Going through an illness
In a hospital or rehabilitation facility
Grieving the loss of a loved one
Interested in discussing Advanced Care Directives, living wills or
pre-planning memorial services
In need of practical assistance such as shopping or help with
getting to medical appointments
Concerned about a troubled world
Simply in need of someone to talk to

In cases where members and friends are going through a difficult
time, we recommend a connection with a Lay Pastoral Associate
(LPA). LPAs are lay members of All Souls who serve as pastoral
caregivers alongside our ministers. They offer spiritual and
emotional support to members of the congregation going through
life transitions and losses. Conversations with the ministers and Lay
Pastoral Associates are all strictly confidential.

Of course, too many are not as lucky as I feel. Instead, the
holidays heighten feelings of loneliness and isolation. In a city
full of expectation, so many people feel out of place amongst the
celebrations - which makes All Souls’ commitment to being a
welcoming community even more vital. To our guests who will come
for relief from the cold or loneliness, the hospitality we share is
irreplaceable to those who need it most.
Coincidentally, this Christmas Eve, we will all be guests again.
Due to the construction, All Souls is conducting its annual
Christmas Eve services at Temple Shaaray Tefila at East
79th Street and 2nd Avenue. The Family Christmas Eve
service will take place at 4:00 p.m., followed by the
Christmas Eve services with the choir at 8:00 p.m. and
11:00 p.m. It may be a bit odd to recreate a feeling of home at a
place that’s not really your home, but it’s a chance to feel what our
guests experience every Sunday when they first come. And home isn’t
a space, it’s a bond between friends and strangers. Our Christmas
Eve is a fitting reminder our sense of home and belonging is a gift
shared with us and must continue to share with others.
The holiday season's invitation to warmth and togetherness in
the darkness and cold months is only as strong as the warmth we
are willing to give. There are many ways to celebrate and serve
with All Souls this December. Join us for the Holiday Sing on the
December 10, where we’ll sing some of your favorite standards
in Reidy Friendship Hall, or reflect on our year at the Newcomer
Bagel Brunch on Sunday, December 15. Members will be collecting
donations and canned goods (beans, tuna, low-sodium soup
perferable) on behalf of the New York Common Pantry on December
8 and Friday Soup Kitchen always needs volunteers. Email me with
any questions about how to get involved!
Thank you for the welcome you have shared with me. Thank you
for the chance to share that welcome with others. Whether you’re
joining us for the first time or the 50th, let our Decembers reflect
diversity of traditions that converge in this special season. Because
whoever you are and whatever stories you bring, there is always a
place for you at All Souls.
Robert Wohner
Membership Assistant

There are many of us at All Souls who are available to help with
pastoral matters. There is no reason to hesitate or to think an issue is
too small or unimportant. Please be in touch at Pamela@allsoulsnyc.
org or (212) 535-5530.

D E C E M B E R

2 0 1 9

19

Congregational Life

Tuesday, December 17
6:30 p.m. in Reidy
Friendship Hall
YOU SAID IT'S IMPORTANT — NOW IT'S TIME TO GET TO WORK!
Join us for this evening where we will begin work on our Green
Sanctuary program development, and review actions sponsored by New
York City environmental groups that we may want to support.
Three Changes You Can make Today to Reduce Plastic Waste

1. Remember your reuseable shopping bags.
According to Global Citizen (globalcitizen.org): "People use an estimated 100 billion plastic bags each year in the
US alone. Around the world, between 500 billion and 1 trillion are used annually, but only 1 in every 200 bags gets
recycled, according to nonprofit organization Conserving Now. Billions of them instead end up as litter that lingers
for hundreds of years."
2. Drink your coffee from a reuseable cup.
Over 500 billion single-use coffee cups are thrown away each year around the world. These cups range from full
plastic cups to plastic-lined paper cups topped with plastic lids. Often, these cups end up in landfills where they
take years to breakdown. By bringing a reusable cup or mug to your favorite coffee shop, you can be part of the
solution, according to World Wildlife Fund. Some stores will even give you a discount for bringing your own cup!
(Global Citizen)
3. Avoid bottled water.
Bottled water companies don't produce water - they produce plastic bottles. In addition to the huge water rights
issues, the plastic waste from bottled water "not only adds to plastic pollution after use, but its production demands
a massive amount of fossil fuels that also contribute to environmental degradation. Around 17 million barrels of oil,
more than enough to fill 1 million cars with fuel, are used to make water plastic water bottles in the US each year.
Switching to a BPA-free reusable water bottle will benefit the earth and your health while saving you money after as
few as 10 uses, according to TreeHugger." (Global Citizen)
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Congregational Life

All Souls Salons
Reclaiming the Lost Art of Conversation

Sunday, December 1, 6:00 p.m. in the Ware Room
Our All Souls Salons with Rev. Audette return in 2019-2020. These Sunday
evening gatherings are an opportunity to have deeper conversations about
topics that matter. Once a month, make a little time to sit with your All
Souls neighbors and just talk for a while. Our guided conversational format
welcomes salon newcomers and the experienced alike.

December Topic: Are Holidays Holy Days?
Winter has long been a time replete with holidays. In the U.S., the secular
attachment to Christmas in particular can be an orgy of consumerism. What
holidays do you celebrate -- and why? Join us for a conversation about the purpose
and practice of winter holidays - and how they might be more meaningful.

All Souls Fireside Chat
with Galen Guengerich
and Audette Fulbright
Tuesday, December 3, 5:00-6:00 p.m.
Have questions about Unitarian Universalism?
Want to discuss the meaning of life? Join this
open conversation with Galen and Audette!
A time for members and friends to converse
with your ministers.

Join us!
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Congregational Life
William Ellery Channing Lecture
on Unitarian Universalism
Inaugural Speaker: Rev. John Buehrens
Sunday, January 12 at 12:45 p.m.
REV. JOHN BUEHRENS was associate minister at All Souls
from 1987 until 1993. He was president of the Unitarian
Universalist Association of Congregations from 1993 to 2001.
He is the co-author with Forrest Church of A Chosen Faith:
An Introduction to Unitarian Universalism. His other books
include Understanding the Bible: An Introduction for Skeptics,
Seekers, and Religious Liberals (2004); A House for Hope: The
Promise of Progressive Religion for the Twenty-first Century, with
Rebecca Ann Parker (2011); and Universalists and Unitarians
in America: A People’s History (2011). Sponsored by the
Bicentennial Committee and the All Souls Adult Forum.

Do you love theatre? Done some
acting? Love dramatic readings?
If so, we want YOU!
All Souls is inviting interested actors &
readers to join us on Thursday, Jan. 9
from 6:00-8:00 p.m., as we do some
dramatic reading and discuss plans
for a new group of theatrical talents
to participate in public readings and
performances from time to time!
This should be a lot of fun as well as
a group that can make a marvelous
addition to many activities at All Souls.
Join us!
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Congregational Life
NAVIGATING A CULTURE OF
LONELINESS CONNECTION
CIRCLE
2nd Thursday of each month,
beginning December 12
10:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m, Ware Room
Americans today have more freedom and
choices than at any previous point in history.
Yet an astounding number of us feel more
alone than ever. Especially in a large city,
navigating a culture of loneliness can be
a challenge. This Connection Circle, led
by Rev. Audette, will help us make new
connections and find new pathways through
a sometimes-lonely world.

Women’s Alliance – Raffle Drawing
December 8, 2019
*** RAFFLE - $3/ticket or $10/4 tickets***

PRIZES:
1. Dué Restaurant, $100 Gift Certificate – 1396 Third
Avenue, between 79th & 80th Streets
2. Eli Zabar, Dinner for Two Gift Certificate
3. Café Luxembourg, $150 Gift Certificate – 200 West
70th St.
4. Mister Wright Fine Wines & Spirits, $25 Gift Certificate
5. See’s Holiday Chocolates – 1.4 lb box
6. Gourmet Food Basket
7. Life in New York – signed by author Laura Pedersen
8. Harvey’s Semi-dry Sherry
9. Jack Daniel’s Whiskey
10. And more...
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Drawings will be on December 8, 2019 at 12:30 p.m. in
Reidy Hall – you do not need to be present at the drawing
FUNDS SUPPORT:
All Souls community meal programs
Children of Bellevue
Educating Every Child
Unitarian Universalist Service Committee
Unitarian Universalist Women’s Federation Grant
Program
Murray Grove Retreat
Heart & Soul Charitable Fund
Musica Viva
Unitarian Universalist Association for Racial Justice
Center for Reproductive Rights
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Congregational Groups for
Fellowship, Learning, and the Arts
Women’s Alliance
The Museum at Fashion Institute of Technology
and The Bard Gallery
Thursday, December 5, meet at 12:00 p.m.
Special Exhibitions Gallery, Marvin Feldman Center
Second Floor, 227 West 27th Street
Celebrating Fashion for 50 Years. Meet at the entrance to the Museum
for a self-tour of Paris, Capital of Fashion, the first exhibition to explore
the cultural construction of Paris as the world’s fashion capital. Curated
by Dr. Valerie Steele, this exhibition features approximately 100 objects
dating from the 18th century to the present. NOTE: A scholarly book,
Paris, Capital of Fashion (by Valerie Steele, Bloomsbury, 2019) is an
accompaniment to the exhibit. Then immediately following lunch, The
Bard Gallery, 18 West 86th Street. Continue your immersion in the
history of French fashion with the exhibition French Fashion, Women,
and the First World War, which examines the relationship between
fashion, war and gender politics in France during World War I. Garments
by Coco Chanel and Jeanne Lanvin are on display in the U.S. for the
first time. Admission: Both exhibits are free. Contact Alix-Marie Hall at
AMHadvisory@yahoo.com or (917) 621-5495.

Women’s Alliance Bridge Club
Monday, December 9, 23 at 2:00 p.m.
in the Ware Room
We are inviting both experienced and new players to join a mix of skills.
A friendly, non-judgmental group, we view mistakes as opportunities to
learn, not to criticize. REFERENCE: Audrey Grant’s Bridge at a Glance,
with copies available to check during the game and to borrow. Coffee,
tea (and sometimes cookies) on hand. Contact castlejune1@gmail.com
or (212) 744-4637.

Women’s Alliance Holiday Party
exclusively for Women's Alliance Members

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 11
3:30 – 5:30 p.m. in the Ware Room
Women's Alliance members,
celebrate the holiday season with wine and
delicious hors-d’oevres followed by tea,
coffee and desserts.
Holiday decorations under the creative eye of
Maureen Marwick. Member-provided savories and
desserts. Drinks provided by the Women’s Alliance.
Women’s Alliance Members: Please volunteer to provide
either savories or sweets. Helpers are welcome to assist
in food set-up at 3:00 p.m. Email event chair Alix-Marie
Hall at AMHadvisory@yahoo.com.
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All Souls Young Adults
Vegan Potluck Dinner
Friday, December 6 at 6:30 p.m.
in the Forrest Church Gallery
Join the young adult group for an evening of food and community. Bring
a dish that’s free of meat, dairy, and anything else that comes from
animals, or just bring yourself to share a meal with us. All are welcome!

Second Sunday Brunch
Sunday, December 8 at 1:00 p.m.
Sojourn (244 East 79th Street)
Join us for fellowship and a bite of food at a local spot. Following Coffee
Hour, we will head out to brunch together at Sojourn (79th Street and
2nd Avenue). To find us, come to Coffee Hour after the service, or meet
us at the restaurant. We hope you can join us!

Neighborhood Happy Hour
Tuesday, December 10, 6:30-9:00 p.m.
Lucille’s Coffee & Cocktails (26 Macombs Place,
Harlem)
Join friends old and new for the happiest of hours at Lucille’s in Harlem!
There’s an awesome cocktail selection and a small dinner menu also
available for order. Looking forward to seeing you there! Please RSVP so
we can get the headcount.

ASYA Holiday Party
Friday, December 14, 7:00-11:00 p.m.
Kate’s Harlem Apartment (RSVP for address)
Join us for our annual Holiday Party to celebrate the season! We’ll
have festive snacks, fellowship, and maybe even a singalong or two!
Please bring a snack or drink if you are able. RSVP to Kate Phillips
(kphillips720@gmail.com) for the West Harlem apartment address.

Young Adult and Newcomer Bagel Brunch
Sunday, December 15 at 12:25 p.m.
in the Forrest Church Gallery
Following the 11:15 a.m. service, All Souls young adults and newcomers
of all ages are invited to join us for bagels and community-deepening
conversation.

Laymen's League
Tuesday, December 17 at 6:30 p.m.
in the Ware Room
David Rockefeller, Jr. will speak about his life growing up as a
Rockefeller. We look forward to hearing about his challenges
and success along the way. The Laymen’s League is a men’s social
group. Our goals: To enjoy camaraderie, share common interests,
and explore ways to help each other and our All Souls community.
All men are welcome to attend our meetings to enjoy food, drink and
great conversation. For more information, email LaymensLeague@
allsoulsnyc.org.
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Congregational Groups for
Fellowship, Learning, and the Arts
Women’s Reading Group
Tuesday, December 10 at 7:00 p.m.
in the Minor Simons Room

The Night of the Hunter

The Women’s Reading Group meets one Tuesday a month to discuss
books written by women that are available in paperback editions. The
discussion covers the entire book. Books are nominated by members and
voted upon by the group - usually at a potluck called for that purpose.
December 10: Poetry Reading and Festive Desserts - attendees
are requested to bring a poem written by a woman, including their
own, to read.
January 14: Milkman by Anna Burns
Questions? Contact Mary-Ella Holst at (212) 861-2950. All are welcome
to join us!

Mondays, December 9 and 23
6:30 p.m. in the Ware Room

ALL SOULS CLASSIC FILMS

Writers’ Group

This group welcomes all writers, whether of fiction or nonfiction, poetry
or prose, published or unpublished, as well as journalists and people
who work in publishing. All are invited to read their work. Comments
and discussion are welcome. For further information, contact Marilyn
Mehr at marmehr@aol.com or Tim Kelley at timkelley1949@gmail.com.

Stories with Soul
Wednesdays, 6:45 p.m. in the Ware Room
Welcome! Relax around the fireplace with friends and listen to a short story.
Then join the conversation afterwards… or simply enjoy the company. First
class readers. The perfect way to mark the mid-week. Now in its 27th year,
Stories with Soul invites you to join us for a one-hour short story reading
and discussion. No prior reading is necessary. “A mecca for lovers of the
short story” (Columbia Spectator) and a great way to meet people. For more
information or to receive the monthly schedule via email, contact Steve
Michelman, Coordinator, at stephenemichelman@mac.com, or Teresa
Brooks, Co-Coordinator, at tfbrooks@gmail.com. On Facebook: Stories
with Soul All Souls UU NYC.

December 4
The Immortals by Martin Ames, read by Laird Kelly
December 11
A Child’s Christmas in Wales by Dylan Thomas, read by Neil
Osborne and Rev. Audette Fulbright
December 18
The Santaland Diaries by David Sedaris, read by Dennis
DeForge

DATE TBA
Robert Mitchum stars as a
murderous itinerant Southern
preacher in this classic film (1955,
Charles Laughton, 92 min.) which
juxtaposes the warmth of the
Christmas season with the horror
of the cat and mouse game of the
children on the run. This film is
considered to be one of the most
visually beautiful of classic Hollywood’s output. The movie begins
at 7:00 p.m. followed by discussion; bring drinks or snacks to share!

Circle of Elders
Thursday, December 12 at 2:00 p.m.
in the Ware Room
December 12: A Holiday Celebration
The Circle of Elders is open to everyone in the latter part of their lives.
Its purpose is to talk about the challenges this time of life brings and
to share experiences, information, and ways to enrich and make the
most of these later and more time-limited years. For more information,
contact Mary Keane at (212) 879-6340 or Keanepsy@gmail.com.

Career Development
and Life Design Group
One-on-One Clinic
Thursday, December 12 at 6:45 p.m.
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY – to help you get to do what you really
want to be doing, whether it's for pay or not. To make appointments,
email John L. German german63@hotmail.com. All are welcome—no
memberships necessary, no reservations necessary.

There will be no Career and Life Design Group event
on Thursday, December 26.

THURSDAY December 26
The New Year Stumbles In by Anthony Lane, read by Marilyn
Mehr, Sarah Dowson, evening’s host
December host, Marilyn Mehr
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Congregational Groups for
Service and Outreach
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Congregational Groups for
Service and Outreach
UUs for Justice in the Middle East
The All Souls chapter of Unitarian Universalists for Justice in the Middle
East (UUJME) will hold its next study group meeting on Sunday,
December 15, 2019, at 1:00 – 3:00 p.m. in the Minot Simons
Room. Under the topic of Advocacy we’ll discuss the new Israeli film,
Advocate, which was just shown both at the NYC Documentary Festival
and featured at the Marlene Meyerson Jewish Community Center’s
Other Israel Film Festival. We will also discuss UUJME’s national
advocacy for Minnesota Representative Betty McCollum's landmark bill,
HR 2407, the Promoting Human Rights for Palestinian Children Living
Under Israeli Occupation Act, which would prohibit taxpayer funds
from contributing to the "military detention, interrogation, abuse or
ill-treatment of children in violation of international humanitarian law."
Coming All Souls chapter study group meetings will be on Sundays
from 1:00-3:00 p.m. in the Minot Simons Room: January 19,
February 23, March 22, April 19 and May 17 (this date only in
Mary-Ella Holst Room). Please check with our Google Group postings
for announcements. For information about the All Souls chapter of
UUJME contact Karen Steele (ksteele@mindspring.com) or Deborah
Taylor (dft4net0@gmail.com). For information about the national
UUJME, go to https://uujme.org/.
Founded in 1971, UUJME is a national Unitarian Universalist social
justice organization; its Vision is A just peace in Palestine-Israel that
reflects our UU values of respect for the inherent worth and dignity
of every human being and justice, equity and compassion in human
relations. For information about the national UUJME, go to https://
uujme.org/.

January Bulletin Deadline:

December 15
Please send event info to

Submissions@AllSoulsNYC.org.

New York Common Pantry
Every month, All Souls members and friends donate
money and/or food items to the New York Common
Pantry (formerly the Yorkville Common Pantry). Please
stop by the Food Pantry table to donate money with a
credit card (MasterCard, Visa, American Express, and
Discover) or to drop off goods.

On December 8 we would love to collect:
Canned beans
Canned tuna/chicken/salmon
Low-sodium soup
You can also bring the food donations (no glass
containers) to the church's Front Office anytime and
say they are the December donations for the Food
Pantry Table.
Please contact Wiley at WSaichek@gmail.com to be
added to the reminder list.

Navigators USA Christmas Tree
& Wreath Sale
Take the stress out of buying a Christmas tree
while helping a good cause!

Order a perfect Fraser fir, the most popular, fragrant, full body,
tree that will last until Easter (well not quite) from the Navigators.
Freshly cut and transported from Nazareth, PA. Sold and delivered
to your home on Sunday December 1 or as previously scheduled
(below 125th Street and above 14th Street).
Reserve your tree at Chapter2@navigatorsusa.org to guarantee
availability. Include your name, address, cell number, number and
size of tree/s and/or wreath/s you would like.
Thank you for supporting secular, co-educational scouting for
youth in East Harlem!

Tree Prices
2-3'
4-5’
6-7’
7-8’
8-9’

D E C E M B E R
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-

$70
$80
$110
$125
$150

Extra Large Trees
by Preorder only
9-10’ - $200
11-12’ - $270
12-13’ - $385

Wreath Prices
Regular (ribbon and
pine cones) - $55
Deluxe (lots of décor)
- $75

27

23

22

11:15 Tracy Sprowls- Honey for
the Soul
No Adult Forum

29

7:00 Monday Night Hospitality

30

2:00 WA Bridge Club
Hannukah Begins at Sundown
10:00 & 11:15 Galen Gunegerich 6:30 Writers' Group
10:00 & 11:15 Adult Forum
7:00 Monday Night Hospitality
1:00 Living with Loss
4:00 Winter Solstice Celebration

7:00 Monday Night Hospitality

16

2:00 WA Bridge Club
6:30 Writers' Group
7:00 Monday Night Hospitality

9

10:00 & 11:15 Audette Fulbright
Christmas Pageant at 10:00 am
10:00 & 11:15 Adult Forum
12:25 Newcomer Bagel Brunch
12:45 Board of Deacons
1:00 Living with Loss
1:00 UUJME Study Group
1:30 Buddhism Study Group

15

10:00 & 11:15 Galen Guengerich
10:00 & 11:15 Adult Forum
10:00 & 11:15 Holiday Crafting
12:30 Communion Service
1:00 Second Sunday Brunch
1:00 Living with Loss
1:15 Adventures in Ideas
1:30 Sangha II

8

7:00 Monday Night Hospitality

10:00 & 11:15 Audette Fulbright
10:00 & 11:15 Adult Forum
1:00 Living with Loss
1:30 All Souls Sangha
6:00 All Souls Salon
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Monday

24

6:30 Community Choir

31

11

4

Christmas Day

6:45 Stories with Soul

26
12:00 Friday Soup Kitchen

12:00 Friday Soup Kitchen

19 		

12:00 Friday Soup Kitchen

12:00 Friday Soup Kitchen
6:30 ASYA Vegan Potluck

Friday

Sunday, December 15
During the 10:00 am Service

6:45 Stories with Soul

5

12
10:30 Navigating Culture of
Loneliness
2:00 Circle of Elders
6:45 Career and Life Design

12:00 WA Museum of FIT

Thursday

27

20

13

6

7
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7:00 ASYA Holiday Party

28

21

14

7:00 Musica Viva NY: Come to
the Cabaret

Saturday

D e ce m be r

All Souls Holiday Pageant

25

18

3:30 WA Member Holiday Party
6:45 Stories with Soul

17 		

4:00 Family Christmas Eve
Service
8:00 Christmas Eve Service
11:00 Christmas Eve Service

Christmas Eve

6:30 Community Choir
6:30 Laymen's League

6:45 Stories with Soul

10 		

3

Wednesday

Fridays
12:00 p.m.
Friday Soup Kitchen

ALL SOULS

5:30 Cocoa, Cookies and
Stories for All Ages
6:30 Holiday Carol Sing-Along
6:30 ASYA Happy Hour
7:00 Women's Reading Group

5:00 Fireside Chat
6:30 Community Choir

Tuesday

Tuesdays
6:30 p.m.
Community Choir

Even ts

Mondays
7:00 p.m.
Monday Night Hospitality

of

1

Sunday

Ongoing
weekly
events

Ca len dar

